Dear ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________,

Hello and thank you for submitting your paper to our online tutoring service.  Your discussion of the three incidents below demonstrates that you understand the importance of these issues to contemporary American culture.  Although I am not familiar with these particular events, I am familiar with the history of Civil Rights laws and the struggle to implement them.
Based on what I can infer from the content of your paper, you seem to have adequately summarized the essays you read in class.  Next time, you may want to provide your tutor with more information about the nature of your assignment.  For example, if you had the opportunity to choose three essays out of five or six to analyze for the purpose of this assignment, I might comment on the fact that “Growing Up, Growing Apart” does not seem to fit in with the other two because it addresses segregation while the other two address gay and lesbian rights.  Without this information, it is difficult to say for certain whether you have adequately addressed the demands of the assignment. However, in the embedded comments below, I offer some solutions for ensuring that the “Growing Up, Growing Apart” paragraph fits more smoothly into your paper.

Your thesis seems to be that citizens need to be the driving force behind the implementation of civil rights laws.  This is an excellent thesis, but it needs to be clearer throughout the paper.  (Check out Purdue’s OWL at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/545/01/ for tips on creating an effective thesis.)  For example, in the introduction, you might refer to civil rights laws specifically, rather than talking about all laws generally.  You may also want to refer to all three of your articles by title and author in the introduction.  This will inform your reader that she/he is about to read a paper that analyzes three articles and will therefore provide a kind of map.  
In addition, you may want to keep your thesis in mind as you revise each of your paragraphs.  Does each paragraph address the thesis?  How are the citizens in each of your examples making sure that our laws are implemented?  
When you add a conclusion to your paper, you may want to think about the impact the people in each of the articles had on both the law and on other people.  Conclusions are sometimes difficult to write, but they emphasize the most important points and leave your reader with a clear impression of what your paper covered.
Your transitions (sentences that link paragraphs together) could use a little work.  However, when you start really connecting each of the articles back to your thesis, the transitions should come a little easier.  I’ve included some specific suggestions in the embedded text below.
In your submission log, you expressed a concern regarding run-on sentences, but given the length of your paper, there are relatively few run-ons.  I note a few of them in the embedded comments below.  Run-ons sometimes occur because we’re in a hurry to get all of our thoughts on paper or because we write the beginning of a sentence and then get distracted or are called away to do something else.  Fortunately, there are ways to find and eliminate run-ons.  First, make sure that your sentences deal with just one thought.  If you read a sentence and you discover that you were really trying to say two things, you may want to change the sentence from a run-on into two shorter sentences by adding a period in the appropriate place.  In addition, reading out loud can help you eliminate run-ons as well as grammar and usage issues.  It may feel strange, but it’s surprisingly helpful.
Please keep reading for additional comments and a list of the steps you’ll want to take as you revise your paper.

February 16, 2006

English 066

Essay #1



Laws define what has to be done and how to follow those rules but many people won’t follow the rules because of certain beliefs they hold at a higher standard. [The phrase “higher standard” is unclear.  Try to avoid using comparative terms (like higher, better, etc.) unless you give specific examples of both of the items being compared.  You could end the sentence after “hold” in this case.] Some laws contradict people’s beliefs; therefore, this leads people to create controversy when citizens try and break those laws.  [This sentence seems to indicate that people commit crimes when their beliefs contradict the law.  However, there may be many other reasons people break the law.  If you refer to these “laws” as civil rights laws, your reader may find it easier to understand your point.] The United States Government creates laws to reduce the prejudices in the country but laws can only go so far, we as a people need to take laws and put them into action.  [This appears to be your thesis, but as it’s written, it’s may be difficult to connect to the rest of your paper.  I would suggest thinking for a few minutes about what you want your reader to take from your paper.  What point are you trying to convey?  Once you have a clearer idea of your thesis, read through the rest of your paper and make sure you use each of your paragraphs to prove that thesis.]


The morality of the United States has dropped dramatically with teenage pregnancy being at an all time high and divorce rates doubling since 1960.  Also the number of abortions has risen drastically since the 1960s (since they are legal now) and the violent crimes that take place on the streets and how violent crimes have gotten into the school system. [This paragraph doesn’t seem to be related to the rest of your paper and it doesn’t really prove your thesis or contribute to your paper.  I would consider deleting this paragraph and transitioning into the paragraph below.]


Although this case doesn’t deal with abortion it does deal with violent crimes.  [If you decide to delete the above paragraph, the first sentence of this paragraph will not provide an adequate transition between the introduction and your discussion of “High School Controversial.”  A more effective first sentence might talk about U.S. laws against discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation.  Such a sentence would therefore link your discussion of laws in the introduction to gay and lesbian rights.] In Baton Rouge, Louisiana a seventeen year old student, Leslie-Claire Spillman, the center piece for “High School Controversial” written by Marc Peyser and Donatella Lorch.  Spillman, an openly bisexual student at McKinley High School who is cochairman of the Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA), also shares her duties with friend Martin Pfeiffer.  They both started the GSA in their school to for gay and straight students to learn about laws and each other.  However, living in the Bible Belt and being homosexual or bisexual and starting a group for Gay and Straight people to integrate was just not something the parents, locals, or school board wanted.  Spillman and Pfeiffer fought for recognition of the GSA, and brought it to the school board but when the school board turned it down, Spillman and Pfeiffer went to the courts, where by law McKinley High School and their school board could not discriminate against gay and straight students creating a group to teach about diversity.  However many administration [The language is unclear here.  “Administrators” might work better than administration.] in the public school system say they follow rules about allowing any group to form under their administration, but it takes more than just students protesting about how their groups are being shunned because of what they believe in.  [Perhaps you could write more here about why students like those above are forced to take their cases to court.  Why wouldn’t the administration allow these students to form their club initially when the law guarantees them that right?] Usually it takes the United States Constitution and bringing that to state and local courts.



Segregation of people in America has been illegal for nearly fifty years but in “Growing Up, Growing Apart” written by Tamar Lewin students feel they need to separate themselves once they get into high school.  Lewin finds that Kelly Regan an Irish/Catholic girl, Aqeelah Mateen, an African-American/Muslim girl and Johanna Perez Fox, half Jewish, half Puerto Rican girl are all best friends despite their extremely different backgrounds, that was until high school came the one fall day.  They all attend Columbia High School.  On Kelly Regan’s first day of school she sat in her seat in homeroom next to an African American boy, she introduced herself in a polite manner “But he answered in like one word, and looked away.  I think he thought I was a normal white person, and that’s all he saw” (368).  Although desegregation laws have been legal for nearly fifty years, students feel that they still have to segregate themselves for reasons only known to them.  No matter how many parents, teachers, or the United States Constitution telling the students to stop segregating themselves, the students will do whatever they please.  [This case is slightly different from the other two.  First, it deals with racial dynamics rather than sexuality.  Second, none of these students protested or otherwise took their case to court, something that connects the other two articles.  Perhaps most importantly, desegregation laws only insisted that “separate but equal” schools were unconstitutional; the laws did not force citizens to desegregate their social circles.  Your summary seems to indicate that these three students segregated themselves because of social (peer) pressure, but none of them are breaking the law (or even the spirit of the law.)  This means that you may have to analyze the differences between this case and the other two more explicitly.]


While homosexuality is against all laws in the military, the government says that they aren’t homophobic and accepts all people who are willing to serve their country. [“The government says” is an example of anthropomorphism, in which human traits are assigned to a non-human noun.  You may want to consider “government officials” or, more specifically, “military officials.”] Such as Joseph Steffan the author and narrator in “Honor Bound”, Steffan writes how his experience in the Naval Academy forced him to be discharged because it was found out that Steffan is a homosexual.  [You may want to consider revising the beginning of the sentence above.  “Such as” is a cue to the reader that you are about to cite an example of an activity or behavior from earlier in the same sentence.  Thus, “such as” is rarely used at the beginning of a sentence.  You could start the sentence with “Joseph Steffan…” and delete the second use of Steffan’s name to make the sentence more readable.] Steffan’s essay had taken place years before the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” law was enforced.  While it was only two weeks before his graduation from the Naval Academy and Steffan could have easily denied he was gay, he felt he needed to be true to himself and tell his commandant he was in fact a homosexual.  Upon news of his homosexuality being released, his commandant was forced to discharge Steffan because of a law in the military stating: No Homosexuals Allow.  While the laws in our country prohibit segregation in all places, one of the largest pieces of American History still segregates people, the military although it’s not a segregation of race or religion it is something that identifies people and that is their sexuality.  [This paragraph should be connected back to the thesis and a conclusion should follow.]
Next Steps:

1. Write a clearer, more concise thesis.

2. Make sure each of your paragraphs helps prove your thesis.

3. Improve the transitions between the paragraphs.

4. Add a conclusion that will leave your reader with a strong impression of your thesis and a reminder of the most important points you made.

Thank you again for submitting your paper to our eTutoring service.  The revision process is an important one that should help you become a better writer.  Please resubmit your paper if you desire additional help.

Sincerely,

