
We’re all in  
this together 
PORTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

SUSTAINABILITY UPDATE 2015 

BRIAR SCHOON, SANDRA FOWLER-HILL & KEITH GREGORY 
www.pcc.edu/sustain 
 

http://www.pcc.edu/sustain


Sustainability Leadership Council 
 SLC Co-Chairs: Sandra Fowler-Hill & Keith Gregory 
 Scope I – Natural Gas & Stationary Fuels 
◦ Chair: Laura Ward 

 Scope II – Electricity 
◦ Chair: Laura Ward 

 Scope III a – Transportation 
◦ Chair: Mark Gorman 

 Scope III b – Consumption & Waste 
◦ Chair: Briar Schoon 

 Outreach 
◦ Chair: Margo Wagner 

 Education 
◦ Chair: Heidi Sickert 

  



Climate Action Plan 
 PCC’s Climate Action Plan is the college’s guiding document on sustainability  

 Highlights achievements & plans to meet future goals 

 Reduce emissions from 2006 levels:  

◦ 10% by 2012 

◦ 40% by 2030; and 

◦ 80% by 2050 

 Strategic Plan Connections 



Greenhouse Gas Emissions Update 
We have reduced total emissions 7% since 2006 
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Scope I & II (Energy)  
Accomplishments 

65% reduction in energy use per square foot since 2006 

 35% reduction since FY14 
◦ Control upgrades & lighting retrofits 

Over $820,000 incentives received and/or anticipated from the Energy Trust of Oregon to-date 

New Energy Revolving Fund 
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Scope I & II (Energy)  
Accomplishments 

 Strategic Energy Management program – Rock 
Creek campus 
◦ Mechanical & operational improvements 
◦ Educating building occupants  
◦ Developed energy management commitment 

 Savings for Bldgs 2,7&9 
◦ 403, 315 kWh 
◦ 34,884 therms 
◦ Savings range from 15%-34% 

 Total Projected $ savings-  
◦ $56,335/yr in energy bills 
◦ $19,700 in ETO Incentives  



Scope IIIa (Transportation) 
Accomplishments 

 Received Metro Active Transportation Grant 

 New electric vehicle charging stations 

 Continued emphasis on alternative transportation 
◦ Half of staff, students & faculty use more sustainable modes of transit 
◦ Reduction in commute emissions 6% from FY14 

  

  



Scope IIIb (Waste & Consumption) 
Accomplishments 

Purchasing 
◦ Sustainability in RFP 
◦ Sustainable Purchasing Leadership Council & Healthy Purchasing Coalition 

Green Cleaning & Integrated Pest Management 
◦ Lotus Pro saves over 170 gallons of cleaner annually 
◦ 70% reduction in Grounds chemical use! 

New Waste Reduction Efforts 
◦ Post-Consumer Composting at SY 
◦ Educational Campaigns 
◦ Mini Max & Centralized Waste Collection (Pilot) 
◦ Partner with Total Reclaim for E-Waste Recycling 

 

 



Education 
Sustainability Across the Curriculum training 

“Seven Green Outcomes” for development of sustainability-related courses 

7 Sustainability Focus Awardees 

Increased hands-on sustainability learning 
◦ Learning gardens 
◦ Composting  
◦ Beekeeping 
◦ Plant identification 
◦ Water quality studies 
◦ GIS & mapping 
◦ Design 

  



Outreach & Impact 
Co-host for major sustainability conferences 
◦ The Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Ed annual conference 
◦ Upcoming Oregon Higher Ed Sustainability Conference  

Earth Week 2015 – biggest to-date! 

Eco Challenge 2015- 141 challengers gaining 7,620 points 
◦ Saved 1,892 gallons of water 
◦ Saved 1,105 lbs of CO2 

Green Teams & Green Office Certification 

Marketing efforts 
◦ New “look” 
◦ Updated website 
◦ New outreach video 

 



Outreach & Impact 
 Greater Portland Sustainability Education Network  
◦ New Partner Model 
◦ New website:  gpsen.org 
◦ Growing regional college and youth networks 
◦ International award for Hands On Greater Portland E6 TeamWorks Team 
◦ Aligning efforts with city, regional, national, and international initiatives 

  



Student Initiatives 
 The Green Initiative Fund provided funding for: 
◦ Learning Gardens 
◦ Composting 
◦ Waterfill Stations  
◦ Bike Rental Programs 
◦ OZZI Machine 
◦ Cob Oven 
◦ Many others 

 District Student Council  
◦ Passed Sustainable Purchasing Policy 
◦ Sustainable Event Guide 



Recognition & Alignment  
PCC Sustainability has received national recognition more than once! 

Strategic alignment 
◦ Greater Portland Sustainability Education Network/ United Nations 
◦ Higher Ed Sustainability Initiative 
◦ Second Nature 
◦ Campus Climate Commitment 
◦ Sustainable & Healthy Purchasing Councils 

  



Upcoming Areas of Focus & Initiatives   
Waste Education & Behavior Change 

Recycled Content Paper 

Sustainability in Catering 

Replicating SEM efforts 

Active Transportation Grant implementation 

Increasing sustainability class & staff capacity 

 





New PCC Sustainability Video 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=1&v=XquchNiyUDM 
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