
Introduction Even better, t-shirts may be obtained from organic 
cotton or recycled materials, repurposed, etc. Scientists 
have recently reported that microfibers shed from 
synthetic materials (polyester, acrylic, polypropylene, 
polyamide and polyethylene) are ending up in our 
waterways, simply by being laundered.

When purchasing containers, look at glass in a 
protected silicone sleeve or a stainless steel option. 
These are great for durability and avoid the chemical 
exposure to drinking water that may happen with a 
plastic reusable container.

An option for staff and student give-aways at the Rock 
Creek and Sylvania campus include vouchers for the 
OZZI reusable food and drink containers program.

SWAG is a great way to 
promote PCC and our 
many programs. However, 
it is recommended to offer 
an experience based 
opportunity over physical 
swag. Ideas include offering 
a pizza party, donating 
donating food to the PCC Panther Pantry in the 
individual’s or department’s name or providing tickets 
to a college event or local play! Would someone like a 
succulent instead of cut flowers?

Consider other low cost promotions by providing that 
memorable, “instagram-able moment.” Create an 
experience that would be more memorable. How about 
an opportunity to meet a local hero and snag a picture? 
A chair massage? A guessing game? A photo-booth? 
These instagrammable moments are also a great way to 
generate publicity for your program. 

Laptop/notebook stickers and buttons also make low 
impact, high volume swag. For example, when buying a 
sticker, it would help to ask the printer about where it is 
made, do they offer soy-based inks and is there recycled 
content in the product. 

This allows all 
members of our 
community to 
participate in the 
program without 
paying the deposit. 
Please reach out to 
the Sustainability  
Department to 
acquire vouchers for 
the OZZI program.

When considering more durable swag, it is important 
to think about how it will endure in the environment. 
Putting more detailed research into product choice will 
likely yield buying a more sustainable product. Bags 
and t-shirts are nice items. Consider obtaining those 
made from 100% cotton as opposed to a blend, which 
is harder to recycle. 

SWAG, Awards, Gifts and
Flowers

❏ Is the product made of durable 
materials?

Get in touch with us at sustainability@pcc.edu. For sustainability policies, plans guides and 
procedures, please visit our Sustainability Guidance page.

Did you know…

As of 2021, the promotional products industry was 
worth $17.8 billion. This is down from approximately 
$24 billion in 2018.

Source: IBIS World and Fast Company
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The Sustainability Department has also worked with 
PCC Maker Labs at the Sylvania and Cascade 
campuses respectively to create these one of a kind 
awards.

Chico Bag 

ChicoBag company is a certified B-Corporation, a 
certification that indicates that the company is 
dedicated to being a force for good. It’s sustainability 
commitments include acceptance of old reusable bags 
that will be repurposed or recycled and a zero waste 
center in their office that assists with keeping waste out 
of the landfill. PCC has purchased reusable bamboo 
utensil sets from 4Imprint and the Chico Bag, a 
reusable bag that fits easily into a backpack. Chico Bag 
also provides imprinting for the Light My Fire Spork, 
which has been purchased by both the Associated 
Students of Portland Community College and the 
PCC Sustainability Department.

Choosing Printing Services

Choose a printer that can avoid petroleum based 
products. The Sustainability Department uses 
Rendered, which is based in Portland, Oregon and 
offers water-based screen printing. This process avoids 
mineral spirits, paint thinners and other petroleum 
based cleaners. Direct fabric printing for tablecloths 
and banners can also reduce the amount of water used 
in the printing process.

PCC Branded SWAG

To obtain PCC Branded Swag, please work with 
Marketing and Communications. The Sustainability 
Department is also happy to share its experiences 
acquiring items for its own program, such as pins, bags, 
notebooks, straws, mugs and awards. Here are a few 
examples of past purchases designed and acquired by 
PCC’s Marketing and Communications and 
Sustainability Departments.

Scout Books

Scout Books is a local print vendor who uses 100% 
recycled paper in the products. These are also a great 
product because the little notebooks they create are a 
usable item. People like to put them in their bags for 
notes, lists, etc. When branded they created a usable 
item that will always remind people of the college every 
time they use it. 
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Get in touch with us at sustainability@pcc.edu. For sustainability policies, plans guides and 
procedures, please visit our Sustainability Guidance page.
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