Personal Financial Literacy
Fall 2026 Course Syllabus
Portland Community College Community Education
Course ID: 9MNY-617K-45734
	Instructor
	Shaun Wilson, Founder of Let’s Make Wealth Fair

	Schedule
	Mondays, September 28 through October 26, 2026, 6:00 p.m. to 8:20 p.m. Pacific Time

	Format
	Five live sessions; consult your PCC registration details for location or online access information

	Zoom Link
	https://portlandcc.zoom.us/j/95604243451 


Course Overview
This five-week course provides a practical foundation for making informed personal financial decisions. We will connect financial choices to the life you want to build, then work through a repeatable process: identify gaps, manage cash flow, establish an emergency fund, invest, save, and spend with intention. Class time combines instruction, discussion, reflection, and hands-on work using the Let’s Make Wealth Fair workbook and online resources.
Learning Outcomes
By the end of the course, students should be able to:
Define meaningful financial goals and identify gaps between current circumstances and a desired future.
Calculate net worth by organizing assets and liabilities.
Evaluate cash inflows and outflows and create a realistic cash-flow goal.
Estimate an appropriate emergency-fund target and compare common debt-reduction approaches.
Explain core investing concepts, including markets, inflation, diversification, compound growth, common securities, and retirement accounts.
Understand savings systems, including automation, and evaluate considerations involved in saving for a home.
Use selected financial ratios and regular reviews to revise a personal financial plan over time.
Apply the idea of joyful spending by directing money toward priorities that support a fulfilling life.
Course Materials
Let’s Make Wealth Fair workbook. A spreadsheet-capable device is helpful but not required during class.
Let’s Make Wealth Fair online course and supplemental readings provided by the instructor.
Let’s Make Wealth Fair Worksheets
A calculator, notebook, or other method for completing in-class exercises.
PCC students will receive access instructions for course resources. Students may use approximate or hypothetical figures if they prefer not to work with personal financial information in class. Please do not share any personal financial information with the instructor or classmates. The course materials listed here are designed to store your information locally and not be shared without your consent.  




Course Structure and Participation
This is a practical, discussion-based course. Each session includes a brief check-in, instruction, application exercises, time for questions, and a short break. Between sessions, students are encouraged to complete the assigned reading and action steps. The coursework is designed to support personal progress rather than formal grading. We will follow the schedule below. 
Weekly Schedule
	Week
	Date
	Focus
	Topics
	Suggested preparation and follow-through

	1
	Sep 28
	Goals Gap Analysis and Net Worth
	Course orientation; personal financial goals; student questions; gap analysis; assets and liabilities; calculating net worth.
	Review the program overview and gap-analysis materials. Complete the gap analysis and calculate net worth. Begin the money-management section.

	2
	Oct 5
	Money Management Emergency Funds and Debt
	Review of Week 1; cash inflows and outflows; cash-flow goals; emergency-fund purpose and target; debt-reduction strategies.
	Complete the money-management exercise and set a cash-flow goal. Review emergency-fund, investing, economics, and debt resources. Update the gap analysis.

	3
	Oct 12
	Investing Fundamentals
	Markets and inflation; how the stock market works; investing principles; financial statements; future value and compound growth; getting started; evaluating securities; introduction to retirement accounts.
	Complete the investment questions. Skim one public company annual report or Form 10-K. Review savings, joyful-spending, and getting-started investing resources.

	4
	Oct 19
	Retirement Investing and Savings
	Retirement accounts; target-date funds; investment questions; saving as a financial concept; saving for a home; automating personal finances.
	Complete the investment and savings questions. Review joyful-spending and course-summary materials. Consider one savings process to automate.

	5
	Oct 26
	Joyful Spending and Plan Iteration
	Joyful spending; reviewing and updating the personal plan; scorecard and selected financial ratios; next steps and course reflection.
	Create a personal follow-through plan and select a date to review progress after the course.


Recommended Personal Finance Process
The course uses the following sequence as a flexible cycle rather than a one-time checklist:
Gap analysis  →  Money management  →  Emergency fund  →  Investing  →  Savings  →  Joyful spending
Students are encouraged to revisit earlier steps as their goals, income, expenses, relationships, and life circumstances change.
Class Norms
Privacy and choice: You decide what personal information to share. Hypothetical numbers are always acceptable for activities and discussion.
Respect: Financial experiences differ. Ask questions with curiosity and respond without judgment.
Participation: Bring questions and engage at the level that supports your learning. If you miss a session, use the weekly outline and provided materials to catch up.
Practical action: Small, repeatable steps are encouraged. The best system is one you can sustain.
Educational Use and Financial Disclaimer
This course and the Let’s Make Wealth Fair materials are provided for general educational purposes. They do not constitute individualized financial, investment, tax, legal, insurance, or accounting advice. Examples and general targets may not be appropriate for every student. Consider consulting a qualified professional before making decisions based on your individual circumstances.
Accessibility and Learning Support
Students who need an accommodation or another form of learning support are encouraged to contact the appropriate PCC student-support office and let the instructor know what will help them participate. Please avoid sharing private medical details with the class.
Questions and Communication
Questions are welcome during every session. The instructor will also provide the preferred contact method and links for the class survey, online course, workbook, and supplemental resources through the course communication channel.
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