Classroom Activity Contest
Sponsored by the Faculty Committee on Student Retention


SUBMISSION FORM
1. Describe your classroom activity. 

I have been teaching science (biology) to non-science major students for the past six years. As you may appreciate, the topic is rather daunting to them and they lose interest within the first or second week. The attendance becomes sporadic and the engagement takes a fast downturn! This, in turn, devastates any engaged, enthusiastic instructor as it is pretty hard to teach and talk to the walls!

To gather my students’ attention and interest, I play “let’s make a deal” game. Here is how it plays: I excite and amaze them by delivering a simple scientist explanation of life occurrences that are not easily found in any book. This is done by carefully choosing the examples that are related to the topic being taught. For example, when I am teaching chemistry of carbohydrates, I explain why they can eat cotton candy, but not cotton shirt. In return, they are asked to share their knowledge on the topic by interactively answering questions whose answer is in their book. This motivates them to read ahead in order to be able to participate. 

To make the incentive stronger, their participation makes up 10% of their final grade.

2. Why did you choose this particular activity? 

As mentioned above, the topic is too difficult for the non-science major students. They simply lose interest by being overwhelmed. Most adults resume their child-like curiosity when theyare teased by a practice or activity like what I have implemented in my classes.  
3. What are the activity outcomes? 

The activity of exchanging the scientific reason behind the most bizarre or the most amazing facts of life for the students’ class participation on the “dull” science has led to a rather aggressive interactive style of teaching and learning. In turn, there is a solid student retention based on deep learning, curiosity and exchange of knowledge. In addition, this has allowed me and my students to have most respectful professional relationship. 

4. What were the intended activity outcomes? 

A win-win scenario; deep learning and continued interest for my students and a continued enthusiastic teaching for me. 

