Classroom Activity Contest
Sponsored by the Faculty Committee on Student Retention


SUBMISSION FORM
1. Describe your classroom activity. 

When I hand back a paper (this can be done with any heavily weighted assignment), I ask them to take out a half sheet of paper and respond to three questions: for example, what was the most helpful thing I wrote on your paper? What questions do you have for me? What answers do you have for the questions I ask you on the paper? They turn those sheets into me as soon as they read the comments on my paper. If the student hasn’t handed in the paper, I ask them to do one of two things: proofread quietly the paper if they have the paper with them today. Or, if they don’t, write me a letter telling me what’s happening with the assignment … when do they expect that they might have the paper done by?
2. Why did you choose this particular activity? 

I wanted students to read my comments, and show that they’d digested them. At the same time, I wanted to see who was angry with a grade since the frustration or anger usually shows up in their comments (or lack thereof). Just as importantly, though, I wanted the students who hadn’t turned in the assignment to have a chance to talk about it with me in a non-threatening way.
3. What are the activity outcomes? 

To allow students to use feedback from a previous paper to help them as they write their current paper.
To allow students to express concern or questions about my feedback if they have any.

To allow students a way to open a dialogue about late work or lack of success in the course.

4. What were the intended activity outcomes? 

To retain students who may be feeling slowly alienated from the class or term, and to give students a chance to reflect on my written comments.

