Pacific Habitat Services, Inc.

9450 SW Commerce Circle, Suite 180
Wilsonville, Oregon 97070

Telephone number: (503) 570-0800 Fax number: (503) 570-0855

MEMORANDUM
Date: August 27, 2013
To: Tracey Dulin
From: Craig Tumer
Re: Avian Point Count Results, Rock Creek Wetland Mitigation Bank Site
Washington County, Oregon

PHS #5155

Pacific Habitat Services, Inc. (PHS) performed aWwaint Counts at the proposed Rock Creek
Wetland Mitigation Bank site during the late spfeeyly summer of 2013. This memorandum
describes the methodology used and summarizegsh#s of the surveys.

M ethodology

PHS conducted avian point counts at the Rock Cvéettand Mitigation Bank site at the
Portland Community College (PCC) Rock Creek CampMWashington County, Oregon. The
survey method followed Habitat-Based Point-Count Protocol for Terrestrial Birds,

Emphasizing Washington and Oregon by Huff, Bettinger, Ferguson, Brown, & Altman (2000
and methodologies used by the City of Portland Buie Environmental Services and Metro in
their bird survey monitoring efforts.

PHS established five survey stations at the mibgabank site, as follows:

In the palustrine forested wetlands adjacent tokRereek;

In the upland conifer forest adjacent to the PCGek_Creek;

In the oak grove in the south-central portion & finoject site;

In the palutrine emergent wetland in the east-eépwrtion of the site; and
In the palsutrine emergent wetlands in the nortipention of the site.
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The approximate locations of the survey statioesdapicted on the attached figure.

PHS conducted three separate visits to each of #tations in spring and early summer to
conduct avian point count surveys. Surveys wertopaed on May 31, June 10, and June 21,
2013. All surveys were performed between 5:00 Al 40:00 AM. At each survey station, all
birds seen and heard were recorded for a perifideominutes. Birds noted during the first three
minutes and those recorded during the final twouteis of the five-minute survey period were
recorded separately. Birds were noted as occuwitign 50 meters of the survey station or
greater than 50 meters from the station. Birdsdhateflying over the survey station were noted
as either “associated” or “independent” flyoverss@ciated flyovers included those birds flying
over the station, but also using the habitat (swgallows foraging over the survey site), while
independent flyovers included those birds flyingthoverhead with no apparent use of the
habitat (e.g., soaring turkey vultures).

The numbers of birds recorded at each survey atdtioing the survey period were recorded on
data sheets, as were details of weather condiéibtige time of the survey. Copies of the field
data sheets are included with this memorandum.

Survey Results

PHS recorded 43 species of birds at the five sustatyons during the three point count surveys.
A cumulative list of all species seen with numbarghdividuals recorded at each survey station
on each survey date is included with this memorandiiote that this list does not differentiate
between birds recorded within 50 meters of theesupoint from those recorded more than 50
meters from the survey point. For this reasonséiselts for each survey station may include
species that are not typically found in the typelkabitat that the survey point was intended to
represent. For example, Survey Station 3 was |daaiinin the oak grove in the south-central
portion of the study area. Because of the smadl gizhis habitat patch, any bird recorded greater
than 50 meters from the survey station was almersainly outside of the oak habitat, as were
the Marsh Wrens recorded at Station 3 on two sépatavey dates. Species recorded within 50
meters of the survey station and those recordetagréhan 50 meters from the survey station are
noted separately on the field data sheets.

Two special concern bird species were recordeaddhie avian point counts. A singing Willow
Flycatcher was noted in the vicinity of Stationrbtbe June 10 and June 21 surveys. Willow
Flycatchers next in scrub-shrub wetlands and slyrdplrian areas. It is likely that this species
nests in suitable habitat at the wetland mitigabank site. On the May 31 survey date, Yellow-
breasted Chats were heard singing from Statiom&lbaYellow-breasted Chats nest in dense,
shrubby upland habitats such as blackberry thicketsregenerating clearcuts. It is likely that
this species nests in the dense blackberry thickdtse edges of the mitigation bank site as well
as on adjacent properties.
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Wetland Boundary
Survey provided by
Ron Bush Surveying,
2010
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Bird Survey Station

Bird Survey Stations and Existing Conditions | FigURE

Rock Creek Wetland Mitigation Bank Project; 1
Washington County, Oregon

Phone: (503) 570-0800
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