
PCC Community Ed
Classes held remotely 
and in person  
Jan. – Mar. (see pages 7 – 58)

Registration opens  
Nov. 23 at 7 am

Portland Community College’s 
first permanent female president, 
Dr. Adrien L. Bennings, is all about  
bringing people together as one  
See page 2
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Begin your university degree, start your career, 
or explore your options – it’s all possible at PCC. 

Get start today! 
pcc.edu/what-if

You might surprise yourself.

 *Estimated 2022-23 cost of attendance for a full-time,  
resident student (12-18 credits per term). Calculation based on publicly  

available recruitment materials. For up-to-date costs, visit pcc.edu/tuition.

What if you did college 
your way?

At Portland Community College, you will find the space to explore who  
you are and who you want to be. Your world is full of possibilities. 

AT PCC YOU CAN:

  Choose from 90+ academic programs

  Save about 64% compared to four-year public universities*

  Apply for free in less than 20 minutes

  Get one-on-one help during the  
admissions and enrollment process

http://pcc.edu/what-if
http://pcc.edu/tuition


Picture-Perfect 
Graduation
After a two-year hiatus, PCC welcomed 
commencement activities back to an in- 
person format last spring. It was not the 
typical graduation ceremony that tradi- 
tionally occurs at the Veterans Memorial 
Coliseum. Instead, at these smaller 2022 
commencement events, graduates donned 
their regalia while visiting a campus of 
their choosing. There they received a cer- 
emonial diploma, took photos, grabbed 
some goodies, and celebrated their 
accomplishments. 
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Her  
Community 

College 
Moment

2



Restarting at a two-year school 
turned out to be a key moment for 
Adrien Bennings’ educational journey

The old-time football motto, “When the going gets 
tough, the tough get going,” is one that easily applies 

to West Texans, whose reputed attributes include strength of 
character, determination and discipline. They’re also known 
to be generous and supportive in “a huge West Texas way.”

So, you don’t need to prod Dr. Adrien L. Bennings, Portland 
Community College’s new president, about where she 
comes from – she freely admits to being a West Texas girl. 
You see it in her actions and decision-making. And some-
times even in the way she speaks.

 “I don’t have a strong twang, but I will drop 
a few ‘y’alls’ here and there,” she said. 

In April 2022, Bennings was selected from 
a national search to become PCC’s eighth 
president, making her the college’s first  
permanent female president in its history.

 “We were tremendously impressed by Dr. 
Bennings’ passion for the transformative 
power of community colleges,” said Mo- 
hamed Alyajouri, PCC board director 
and former chair, who participated in the 
presidential search. “We believe that her 
special combination of strengths, skills 
and attributes will advance our college, 
enhance our culture, and benefit the 
students and communities we serve.”

Bennings wants to tap into that West Texas 
spirit as PCC’s new leader. She credits 
support from her family and community, 
her experience as a community college 
graduate, and most recent role as a comm- 
unity college president in the Midwest for 
preparing her to take her new position as 
head of Oregon’s largest postsecondary 
institution.
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grades suffered, and that’s when commun- 
ity college became part of my educational 
journey.”

Enter Odessa College, where Bennings 
restarted her academic journey. She 
received a personalized experience that 
helped her adjust to college life.

 “I needed that time of transition, to get my 
grades up and ease the adjustment to being 
a college student,” said Bennings. “It was 
a tremendous blessing in disguise in a 
number of ways. I came out of Odessa 
carrying value from the experience of 
attending a community college that really 
prepared and helped me to adapt, so that 
I could be a successful university student.”

Bennings returned to Texas A&M, reclaim- 
ing her sports scholarship and graduating 
with a bachelor’s degree in agricultural 
development. After a professional track 
and field career, her work at Texas Tech 
University’s health and science center 
sparked an interest in continuing her 
education; this led to a master’s degree 
in business administration with a human 
resources concentration from Wayland 
Baptist University.

With a desire to make a difference in the 
lives of PCC students, she aims to build 
on the college’s success stories, such as fill- 
ing the gap in food and housing insecurity.

 “PCC’s mission really speaks to me – its 
focus on students and collaborative culture 
with an emphasis on equity and inclu- 
sion – and I wanted to be a part of that,” 
said Bennings.

 “In my research of PCC, I understood 
there to be a great group of people who 
were committed to the mission, especially 
during a time that was overwhelmed with 
change, in large part because of COVID,” 
she continued. “I saw a natural alignment 
with my skill set and experiences – 
organizational change management, rela- 
tionship- and team-building, and cultural 
transformation.”

Bennings credits growing up in a military 
household (her father was stationed at 
Reese Air Force Base in Lubbock, Texas) 
with providing her the structure and 
support she would rely on later in life.

As a teenager, Bennings excelled at aca- 
demics and was a decorated athlete. By 
the age of 16, she had graduated from 
high school and earned a full-ride, track- 
and-field scholarship to Texas A&M Uni- 
versity. But her young age hadn’t prepared 
Bennings for what she would encounter 
as a freshman at a large university.

 “I was just not ready for that level of experi- 
ence, and I had some challenges adjusting 
socially, with discipline and going to class, 
as well as knowing what resources were 
there to tap into for help,” she said. “My 

I came out of Odessa College carrying value from the experience of 
attending a community college that really prepared and  

helped me to adapt, so that I could be a successful university student.
— Dr. Adrien L. Bennings, PCC President
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Her educational trek didn’t stop there. 
With an eye on administrative leadership, 
she pursued a doctorate in higher educa- 
tion administration from Texas Tech 
University.

 “I’ve always loved to learn,” she said. “The 
day you stop learning is the day you don’t 
live. Learning has been ingrained in me, 
from the time I was a young girl, and 
there is always something more to learn, 
about everything.”

During this journey, an unintended preg- 
nancy threatened to derail her educational 
pursuits and, possibly, her career. Instead, 
she formed a tight-knit bond with her 
family, bringing them closer and giving 
Bennings strength.

 “My mother and father are really pillars 
and got me through being a single mom,” 
said Bennings. “They helped me take care 
of the baby. I was always preparing for 
the worst, but it never happened because 
of their support.”

Since then, her professional journey has 
continued unabated. Bennings has held 
executive and top tier positions in higher 
education for more than 15 years. Before 
arriving in Portland, she served as the 
president of Kellogg Community College, 
one of 28 community colleges in Mich- 
igan. She is a certified peer reviewer for the 
Higher Learning Commission and has 
taught courses in human resources 
development, academic development and 
retention, and small business development.

In addition to her father, who continues 
to be her go-to advisor, Bennings’ husband 
and two children have been sources of 
strength as her career has advanced. Given 
her life experience and the support system 
she’s had, Bennings hopes to inspire PCC 
students.

 “You may be the one on this educational 
journey, but there are others around you 
who lend themselves to helping you, guid- 
ing you, being a listening ear, and some- 
times just being physically present,” said 
Bennings. “For me, that type of support 
network has been a key component in all 
phases of my life. I want PCC to play that 
role in our students’ lives.” 

Learn more about Dr. Adrien L. Bennings at pcc.edu/president.

I’ve always 
loved to learn. 
Learning has been 
ingrained in me, from 
the time I was a young 
girl, and there is always 
something more to learn, 
about everything.
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Augmenting the Future
Enrique Sánchez-Rivera is teaching students  
about next-gen tools for careers and life

Picture a scene from the film “Iron Man” 
where the main character is wearing 

high-tech eyeglasses that scroll information 
and messages in front of his eyes. This may 
seem like Hollywood science fiction, but, 
in fact, it’s reality.

Today, augmented reality (AR) features 
are available on mobile devices and are 
growing in popularity. Enrique Sánchez-
Rivera, an award-winning AR and virtual 
reality (VR) creative developer and studio 
owner, is introducing this technology to 
students with his non-credit class, “Intro- 
duction to Augmented, Virtual and Mixed 
Reality” (see page 22).

 “AR will be huge,” said Sánchez-Rivera, 
who runs Portland-based Augmented 
Island Studios. “It is new technology that 
keeps you in the real world. It has infinite 
possibilities, and I believe AR is the new 
golden opportunity.” 

Such digital tools enable the superimpos- 
ing of images or information over real-
world views. This is in contrast to being 
immersed in a computer-generated, 
virtual world like a video game.

 “That’s the AR-to-VR difference, and the 
capabilities are expansive,” he said.

Sánchez-Rivera’s class explores not only 
the technologies but their applications 
across various industries. This enables 
students to experience and discuss possible 
related solutions for situations in their 
own lives.

 “Most anyone can take the AR class as it 
is affordable, has no prerequisites, and all 
you need is a mobile device or tablet to 
explore case studies, history and applica- 
tions,” Sánchez-Rivera said. “AR offers 
new and really good career paths. It’s the 
next-gen tool for jobs and life.”

Sánchez-Rivera, who got into coding when 
he was 14 and built his own websites, 
grew up in Colombia. He attended college 
in the United States and has been in 
Portland for five years. He has a bachelor’s 
degree in economics, a master’s in bus- 
iness administration, and is in the process 
of completing the Yale University Global 
Executive Leadership Program. 

Through his boutique AR studio, he 
explores how to marry mobile app tech- 
nology with branding capabilities for 
global marketing campaigns and complex 
3D training simulations.

 “We’re big on passion,” Sánchez-Rivera said. 
 “Everybody works together when we build 
something. We’re not siloed; there’s lots of 
interplay and mentorship. On the client 
side, we’re always learning from a variety 
of industries, from consumer-packaged 
goods to wine to high tech. As a lifelong 
learner, I enjoy this and seeing others – 
especially new employees and students 
– succeed in this space.”  

Take a Community Ed 
class this winter!

PCC’s Community Ed Program offers 
hundreds of non-credit personal 
enrichment classes each term and 
enrolls more than 20,000 students 
each year. Learn more at  
pcc.edu/communityed 
or see pages 7 – 58.

Sánchez-Rivera’s class explores not only the AR technologies but their applications across various industries.

Community Ed
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Portland Community College’s Career Pathways program  
gives you a faster path to advance your career and  
income. Choose from 50+ short-term certificates,  
get personalized support to complete your  
education, and connect with in-demand  
jobs and internships.

Start your career  
in less than a year

See the list of career options  
and learn how to get started: 

pcc.edu/career-pathways

http://pcc.edu/career-pathways 


A New Century Scholar
Budding electronic engineer earns a national scholarship to help his training

Last year was a pretty good time for 
  Portland Community College student 

Heifara Wheeler.

Wheeler, an Electronic Engineering Tech- 
nology (EET) Program student, was  
named to the 2022 All-Oregon Academic 
Team via the Oregon Community College 
Association, honoring his academic 
excellence, leadership and community 
service. In addition, he is one of two Ore- 
gon students who were designated as 
Coca-Cola New Century Scholars for 
earning the highest All-USA Academic 
Team application score for the entire state.

 “I was very surprised to be picked, and I 
honestly didn’t even think it was a possi- 
bility,” Wheeler said. “I don’t think I 

would have been a New Century Scholar 
candidate without the help of my school 
community.”

The scholarships allowed the Hawaii native 
to continue working toward his engineer- 
ing training and eventual transfer to 
Portland State University. So far, he is 
earning an EET, data communications 
and renewable energies degree while build- 
ing his prerequisites for a bachelor’s degree 
in environmental engineering. He plans 
to graduate from PCC this spring.

 “I really like to tinker with electronics and 
computers,” he said.

Once he finishes his degrees, he wants to 
work with Pacific Islander countries to 
help further integration of renewable 

energy technology, green 
building, water purification,  
and desalination and im- 
proved gardening practices.

 “I am interested in renewable 
energies because of the many 
opportunities it can provide 
Pacific Island nations,” 
Wheeler said. “It can help 
nations develop clean energy 
sources that power emer- 
gency communication sys- 
tems during natural disasters  
and allow their people access 
to the internet in remote 
places.”

Wheeler volunteers with the  
Pacific Climate Warriors 
community organization 
that, in partnership with the 

Panther Pantry (PCC’s food resource for 
students), was awarded thousands of 
dollars from the Oregon Food Bank to 
provide food boxes for the Asian and 
Pacific Islander communities. 

Wheeler credits the Electronic Engineer- 
ing Technology Program’s hands-on 
experience as being helpful in understand- 
ing how components work. Overall, EET 
provides the breadth of courses, industry 
affiliations and resources that enable 
students to begin their careers in an 
innovative and enduring field. Students 
can choose from associate degrees in re- 
newable energy systems; wireless and data 
communication; automation, mechatron- 
ics and robotics; or biomedical engineering.

 “I think that the lessons that I learned from 
the EET program helped me to be able 
to diagnose and problem solve – all the 
while, being quick on my feet to address 
the issue,” he said. “I think that PCC was 
a great choice for me. There are so many 
amazing students and staff at PCC who 
have helped me in my educational career 
through tutoring, outreach and just being 
inspirational.” 

 

Academic Pathways: 
Science & Engineering

For students like Heifara, the Elec- 
tronic Engineering Technology 
Program is just one of many path- 
ways within PCC’s science and 
engineering offerings. To learn more 
about EET, visit pcc.edu/eet.
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Finding Refuge
In the face of war, Ruslana Rozhanskaya 
jumped into action to help her fellow 
Ukrainians

For Ruslana Rozhanskaya, the war in 
Ukraine has hit home.

Last spring, one of her aunts survived 40 
days of fighting in Mariupol. Her aunt  
was cut off from the world as the Russian 
invaders besieged the city and clashed with 
the Azov Regiment at the Azovstal Iron 
and Steel Works – the last bastion of 
Ukrainian resistance in the city. Like most 
in Mariupol, her family had no access to 
the internet, electricity, gas, water and 
food, in addition to suffering under 
Russia’s constant bombardment. These 
daily bombings forced Ukrainians into 
hiding in their basements.

 “After they were rescued from completely 
destroyed houses, they needed a lot of 
help and support to stay in a different 
country without work or a house to live 
in,” said Rozhanskaya, who was born in 
Ukraine. “My other relatives and friends 
live in other Ukrainian cities that are not 

fully destroyed yet, 
and they are also try- 
ing to survive and 
help those from com- 
pletely destroyed cities.”

When Russia invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24 
of this year, it set in motion one of the 
biggest humanitarian crises the world has 
seen. In spite of Russian-led genocide,  
millions of refugees escaped, and continue 
to escape, the country. Many Ukrainian 
civilians found their way to the Mexico-
United States border looking to find 
homes in the United States. There, they 
had to wait to be processed for refugee 
status.

Rozhanskaya, a U.S. citizen who helps 
connect PCC students with jobs and 
internship opportunities, couldn’t stand 
by and watch. She and others from her 
Ukrainian-American church made the 

20-hour bus trip from Portland to San  
Diego to assist Ukrainian refugees arriving 
at the border. 

The group picked up more than 40 Ukrai- 
nians at a central border hub after they 
were awarded refugee status and brought 
them to Portland, where local churches 
and organizations provided them with 
housing, food, clothing and other items. 
This work was done in partnership with 
the nonprofit Giving Hope, a humani- 
tarian organization that helps Ukrainian 
refugees.

Aside from transporting refugees, Roz- 
hanskaya said her group’s main purpose 
was to organize, clean and maintain the 
hub, which was always at near capacity. 
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She and her fellow church volunteers 
checked families in and out, gave them 
tours of the site, stored their luggage, 
provided food, offered shower and laun- 
dry facilities, and helped them settle into 
their accommodations.

 “New people were arriving and some were 
leaving 24 hours a day,” she said. “We also 
had to coordinate with drivers on how 
many people they could bring to the hub 
and when. Some drivers were volunteering 
to take people to the airport for their 
scheduled flights regardless of the time 
of day or night.”

Rozhanskaya said she was impressed that 
volunteers from all over the United States 
came together to assist Ukrainian refugees.

 “I watched them sacrifice their personal 
finances, time and families to be available 
without rest to help those Ukrainian ref- 
ugees who just arrived,” she said. “Most 
volunteers took time off from work and 
came to help for a few days. Others stayed  
there longer to make sure all the hubs 
were running smoothly and were meeting 
the refugees’ basic needs.”

Giving Hope volunteers have been helping 
with translations, documents, transporta- 
tion and housing for those families who 
arrived in the Portland and Vancouver 
areas. They operate a store that offers free 
supplies to local refugees, and they collect 
donations to send food and supplies back 
to Ukraine.

 “We still don’t know how everything is 
going to end,” Rozhanskaya added. “We 
just do what we can to stay strong and 
unite as Ukrainian people, to help each 
other as one big family, no matter what 
part of the world we live in.” 

Helping Ukraine

Giving Hope is based in Portland and 
has many Ukrainian connections. It 
is a nonprofit supported volunteer 
organization with 100% of donations 
going to the victims of the war in 
Ukraine. For more information, visit 
gvhope.org.

We still don’t know how everything is going to end.  
We just do what we can to stay strong and unite as 

Ukrainian people, to help each other as one big family,  
no matter what part of the world we live in.

— Ruslana Rozhanskaya, PCC Jobs & Internships Office Assistant

Ruslana Rozhanskaya and her fellow church members drove down to  
the U.S.-Mexico border to assist with supporting Ukrainian refugees.

pcc.edu  |  Winter 2023          65

http://gvhope.org
http://pcc.edu


New President, New Future
In 2022, Portland Community College experienced the excitement and anticipation of  

 welcoming a new president. Likewise, in 1986, PCC tapped Daniel Moriarty – then 
president of Triton Community College in Illinois – to be the fourth president of the college.  
At the time, Moriarty was chosen for his past success in developing, financially managing and  
marketing school operations, plus he possessed a personal warmth and sensitivity.

He was the right person for the job, as PCC had just passed a new tax base and was in a period  
of recovery after declaring financial exigency months before. During his 15 years as president,  
enrollment grew by 50%, the Cascade and Rock Creek locations became comprehensive 
campuses, and a 1992 bond measure allowed PCC to open two additional workforce training 
centers. After passage of the 2000 bond measure, PCC dedicated a building at the Cascade 
Campus in his honor – the Moriarty Humanities and Arts Building. 

Future Connect Turns 10
A Portland Community College pro- 

  gram for students who identify as 
first-generation or low-income celebrated a 
big milestone last summer. It was the 10th  
anniversary of the nationally-recognized 
Future Connect Scholarship Program –  
providing ongoing support through schol- 
arships, career guidance and personalized 
advising to more than 3,600 students 
during the past decade.

The program launched in 2011 thanks to 
seed money from the City of Portland. 
Since then, Future Connect has expanded 

to Hillsboro and Beaverton, and now 
serves more than 330 new students each 
year. The PCC Foundation has awarded 
more than $5.5 million in Future Connect 
scholarships and another $5 million from 
partner universities where the students 
transfer to. Last year, the program was 
recognized by the What Works Clearing- 
house as an evidence-based program for 
college success. In addition, Future Con- 
nect has become a state model through the 
Higher Education Coordinating Com- 
mission.   Learn more at  
pcc.edu/future-connect.

Filling PCC’s Pantries
The Oregon Food Bank has donated more than 100,000 pounds of food 

to PCC’s four Panther Pantries. The Panther Pantry is a free resource to 
all PCC students providing fresh food, non-perishable items, hygiene supplies 
and more. This, and similar partnerships, help make food accessible and 
meet the basic needs of students.   Learn more about the Panther 
Pantries at pcc.edu/panther-pantry.

History Corner
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Opportunity Center 
Energizes Community
PCC’s Portland Metro Workforce Training Center staff, Tracee Wells and Annali 

Fuentes, connected community members with free skills training and career 
pathways workshops. The collaborative outreach efforts, including tabling at Hillsboro 
Hops baseball games, increased awareness of the college’s array of business and 
community partnerships, like with the Washington County Chamber of Commerce 
(Latino Cultural Festival), Soul District Business Association (MLK Dream Run), 
Beaverton Area Chamber of Commerce (Beaverton Community Expo), KALO 
Hawaiian Civic Club (Unity Expo), and many more.   Learn more about PCC’s 
opportunity centers at pcc.edu/opportunity-center.

Preserving a Legacy
The PCC Board of Directors dedicated the “Jim and Jackie Harper 

Board Conference Room” on the Sylvania Campus in honor of the  
retired board member and his wife. Both honorees are ardent supporters of 
PCC students and the college’s mission, with Jim having served in various 
capacities for more than 40 years with the college. He has provided 
leadership on the college board (2005 – 2021) and together both have 
fundraised for scholarships and student support. 

Test Drive the Future
Last summer, PCC’s sustainability team  

    along with Portland General Electric 
(PGE) hosted the Electric Car Guest 
Drive and EV Charger Exhibit. This event 
attracted more than 200 people from the 
community to the college’s Sylvania Cam- 
pus in Southwest Portland. 

PGE invited its residential customers to 
test-drive several of the newest electric 
vehicles (EVs) and view residential EV 
chargers. With the rise in gas prices, elec- 
tric vehicles are becoming increasingly 
popular with better range, almost zero 
emissions, and wider price offerings. 

PCC also staffed an information table for 
residents to learn more about the college’s 
sustainability mission, as well as its large 
network of EV charging stations across 
its district.    

Learn more at pcc.edu/sustainability.

Tracee Wells (left) and Annali Fuentes

From left, Board Chair Tiffani Penson with Jackie and Jim Harper

Spotlights
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Building Career Momentum
CTE students enjoy new training facilities, plentiful job partnerships and more 
degree options

It’s a great time to be enrolled at Portland 
 Community College these days – espe- 

cially if you are a student in any of the 
college’s 50-plus career technical education 
(CTE) programs.

Why? Because there are a lot of local jobs 
to be filled. These programs, which enroll 
more than 6,000 students annually, pre- 
pare students for immediate entry into 
high-wage, in-demand careers after the 
completion of a short-term certificate or 
associate degree. PCC is the pipeline for 
qualified, job-ready workers for local 
industries, such as health care, advanced 
manufacturing, transportation, design, 
information technology and many others. 

Each program works with an advisory 
committee of industry professionals to 
provide input on curriculum and align- 
ment with emerging standards. 

Dealer Service’s New Digs

Students and industry partners are enjoy- 
ing PCC’s new Dealer Service Technology 
Building, unveiled in 2022. The facility 
doubles the amount of space previously  
available for the ThinkBIG Program – a 
partnership with regional Caterpillar 
dealerships – on the Rock Creek Campus 
in Washington County. PCC is one of 
10 colleges in the United States with this 
program, and the second institution in 
the country to offer the ThinkBIG electric 
power generation technology training 
option. Since its debut in 2006, PCC has 
graduated 182 ThinkBIG technicians. 

Mace Gjerman, a training manager from 
the Peterson Cat dealership in Hillsboro, 
said this program blends classroom train- 
ing with hands-on experience. It conden- 
ses what would take most entry-level 
employees five to seven years to learn into 
less than two years of training. That means 

his dealership and others like it will have 
faster access to trained graduates for their 
needs.

 “ThinkBIG is absolutely critical for devel- 
oping technicians for Caterpillar dealers,” 
Gjerman said. “They’re earning a good 
living and immediately putting what 
they’ve learned into practice.”

Maritime Welding Program 
Closes Gender Gap

PCC’s Maritime Welding Training Center 
is a partnership with Vigor Industrial. 
It sits within earshot of the Swan Island 
shipyards, providing a steady stream of 
trained and qualified workers to compa- 
nies like Vigor. Due to demand, welding 
faculty have created two new Career 
Pathway Certificates that tie into the skills 
that businesses want. The three-class, 
12-credit certificates – maritime welding 
and maritime shipfitting – allow students 
to move into the workforce early.

Student Adam Wannamaker working in PCC’s new dealer service building. PCC’s Maritime Welding Center at Swan Island trains students on the latest techniques.
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Better still is that it has attracted many 
more women than in previous years – 
reaching 50% female students with its 
current cohort.

 “I’ve always been curious about the trades, 
but I had no clue about how to get into 
them,” said student Alex Cuevas, who is 
earning her flux core arc welding career 
pathway certificate. “It seemed like a 
really good opportunity and is a great 
field to get into, especially right now.”

PCC’s Aviation Programs 
Address Shortages

According to a report produced by Boeing, 
in the next two decades, the aviation 
industry will face a dire shortage of skilled 
workers needed to maintain the North 
American fleet as demand skyrockets for 
aviation technicians and pilots. 

PCC is leading the way on several aviation 
training fronts. In 2020, the college part- 
nered with the Hillsboro School District 
and other key partners to create the dual- 
credit Oregon Aerospace Careers for 
Everyone (O-ACE) Program for high 
school students interested in careers as 
aviation maintenance technicians, avionics 
technicians or professional pilots.

Meanwhile, PCC’s Aviation Maintenance 
Technology (AMT) Program entered 
into a partnership with Horizon Air 
Industries to provide students with indus- 
try-relevant training and employment 
opportunities. In turn, the college 
provides Horizon with highly qualified 
applicants for their aircraft mechanic 
positions.

 “Horizon Air has been my top choice for 
a potential future employer since I began 
the AMT program at PCC,” said Al 
Coleman, a PCC graduate. “Aviation 
maintenance fits the bill for me as a career 
and is at the forefront of providing safety 
where it can matter most. Oh, and it’s 
really cool.” 

I’ve always been curious about 
the trades, but I had no clue 
about how to get into them. 
It seemed like a really good 
opportunity and is a great field 
to get into, especially right now. 
— Alex Cuevas, PCC Student

Are you interested in a CTE program?  
Check out our website to learn more about PCC’s career technical 
education programs and find the academic program that’s right for you. 
Visit pcc.edu/programs.

Archie Vega, director of maintenance and planning with Horizon Air/M&E Division, and Tom Laxon, PCC’s Aviation 
Maintenance faculty.

Keyonna Williams (left) and Alex Cuevas
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Learn one of 17 global languages this winter at a 
location in your neighborhood or remotely from home! 
Get started on pages 39-43.

pcc.edu/communityed@PCCcommunityed

P.O. Box 19000 Portland, Oregon 97280-0990

Portland Community College mails Communities to most district residents to let them know about upcoming Community Ed classes 
and share what’s happening at the college. The magazine is printed and mailed four times a year for about 32¢ per copy. It can be 
recycled. Because the magazine is addressed to “Residential Customer,” PCC cannot remove individuals from the mailing list.
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