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ThAIN UP A CH.lLD ll. c.; CulilHI~U TO HI S ~lAY, j:tND EVEN 

~EN HE IS OLD HE ~dLL NOT DE ~ALi.T FrtOIvL IT .. 
~dTHOLD l~ OT CO>L1Ji.ECTI Ol~ FhOivl THE CHiLD :., IF THOU 

b EAT HIM. "~ ITH THE HOD HE SHALL NOT DIE .. THOU SHALT 
b EAT BINI il.ITH THE HOD AND SHALT BELIVEH HIS SOUL 

FhOM DISTHUCTION. 
Proverbs 22.L6. 23: 13,14 

b i b l i c a l ~dvice ~bout chila tr~ining p r o v i d e a 
u~ with two featurea. First, the need of a method 
i n bringing up the young. Se condl y , the way of 
a.drn.inLst er-Lng the me t h od su gg e s t.ed •. 

In the first text we de~l wi t h ~n external p r i n­
ciple, which ..p p Lf.e s arid must ap p Ly as long as humai 
hums n endurea,. a principle whi ch i13 even emphasied 
by the demand13 of the Christian faith. It doea not 
matter how long the worl d exist, or how much lnow~ 

ledgs is accumulated. Our scientific training, doe~ 

not c a nc el l out the fact - t hat as long as hurr~n 

b e ing s are born i nto t he world ~~ ba b i e ~ - the need 
for t r-a LnLng is a neces sity. 'iWe must be constantly 
rertlnda~ that tr~ining is nece~3ary to life. ~ hen 

human being~ are cre~ted like Adam - Eve fully growl 
training will be obsolet~. 

In the second text we have ~ p r i n c i p l e which is 
modified and altered by the Christian s pirit, ~nd 

u nleB5 it is understood, as it often has been, it 
i3 mis leading and h armfu l inx a h i gh degree. If 
we could trace out all the dark cru.elt iea and in­
justice, the vindictiveness, the stupidity of 
parerrt s , gua r di an s , and teachers wno have sheltered 
th~ mslve~ oeh i nd a lose and g l i b e i nterp retation of 
" Spare r od a nd spoil t he child, II vwe could put n 
end to the brLct i a l i ty of child b ea t Lng , \ ' e might ­
h owe v e r - read into t his text t he stern pp l i c a t i on 
of t he Mlil 3 t er concerning the letter of the ~ cr ip tu~ 
instead o f coming to Him and learning of Him who is 
meek and lowly of he~rt ••• extend i ng correction witt 
meekne s~ and lowlin.~~ o f h e rt. 

i!e a nwh l 1 e , our f'Lr e t d u t y i s to u nd e r-a t arid the 
whole some and etern~lly valid teachi g t hat is h er o 
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given about the 

til~ eLlUC~tion of the ch.l Ld , II Trlil.in up a child 
in the way he should go." ~ L e g i n a g r- e a t deal 
in interpretation if W~ go bac k to the melil.ning 
of the word which u br. endeE d If trillin II lt i.5 
derived from the noun which ~ignifie~ the palat, 
( tonguo ) the inner part of the mouth, it~ 
literal meaning is It to put into the mouth. \I 

The metaphor sugge~ted i~ that of feeding m 
infant. Every p arent recogni~ e8 t ~e neces~ity 

of giving to the hel~l e s . new born 0 by suit abl ~ 

food. Po t first the mother feeQ~ the ba be l i qui ds 
After the weaning or t ouay - 1 t r - s h e st i ll 
fsed~ the ch ild wi t h foo d ~ cho s en a n d e pe c i al l y 
prepared. A~ the ch i l d gr ow old r she chillug s 
the food, but s h e do ~ no t relax her c r e t - The 
re~ponsibilty of p r ocur i ng the ne c e s ~ ry diet 
doem not cea~e unt il the child i ~ fully grow , 
fully formed and iIlble to provide f o r h i ms elf. 
A ~uitable analogy expres sin g the mental, u~r al 

and. spiritual training - food sui t ble a milk 
of the word, later mor e l ~ suitea to elil.Eh a g , 
and th en the strong meat of life. All of thi~ 

r-equLr e s infinito care nd forethought •.nd wi~­
dome for there is a certain way of dev.lo~ment, 

a certain ideal which the child. must re~li88, 

and if the training be on the lin of that 
development, according to It the Tway It when h e Le 
old he will not depart from it." 

In the face of every effort to do the utmost 
within one s bility nd care sometime~ the child 
doe~ not seem to keep the way he is t r a i n eu . No 
matter how diligent parent~ re sometliaes the 
child does not become wh~t parents de ~ ir e . NO 
matter - trillining must not be left to c n e e . 

From the fir~t _ clear a i m mu~t be keep in 
view. This boyar girl s h . ll become a trull a n d 
noble God fearing ~erson serv ing his or her 
day and generation befitting the highe t ideal~ 

of mankLnd s. it must be cl early understood t ha t 
parent~ are but hUIDlin bein g~ ••• and as human 
b e Lng s are liable to mts tzske e,••• of judgement. 
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All the book5 ~nd all the advice given bout 
children ~nd I might add hurr~n oeing~ have not 
written or to16 all there i~ to tell. illechanical 
scheme s , cut ~nd dried precepts ~re all quite 
lfi~~ff161~nt. ~e can perceive that each child 
~ alike but each is a sep.rate study, and must 
be approached in a dLf'f e r-e nt; way. Une is s a ngu Lne 
and over-confident, and he must be constantly hu~ 

bled; another is diffideut and desj,Jonding, and 
rnu s t be encouraged with a word of sympathy, .E~k'&j 

spoken ~t the right moment. Alillther is a born 
sceptic - with constant aoubts about life and 
would know the reason why; he must be met with 
p~ tient and compr-ehend Lng ar-guernerr t a s c cording 
to his mental 1-J0wer~. Another has no speculative 
Lns t Lnc t s , and ques t Lon s have to be .caised, d oubts 
~ suggested in ord~r to Bave him from drifting in1 
to the ea:!!y going acceptance of everything. One 
8eemg naturally inclined to be religious, and 
mue t be guided .Le s t his s eris Lt.Lv.i t Le a should be­
come mortiid, and a dominant thought should lead 
to mania, melancholy, or a possible rej.ction. 
or reaction. ~nother ~eem5 to have no religious 
instincts and an opportmnity must be sought to 
arouse the consciousne~3 to .celigiou~ ideal~. 

I .m certain we mu~t agree - if we Know children 
and have known more than one - all are different. 

Secondly, training and tr.iner~ must be filled 
with Divine Love. ~o training of chilQI'en in any 
are. - home, church, school or the corner store 
of lunch counter can have iii. perlnanent effect whic! 
does not issue from that indivi ual whicn is not 
guided by love. ~ove is the Divine BQu c ~t o r . it 
is this which accounts for the fre~uently observ~ 

advantage t.ha t chilal'en seem to have when we x:k:tJu 
attempt to devide inferior home adva.nt es from 
inadequate home5. ~ometlme~ the ver~ inadequate 
~re more successful than the aaequate and the 
...d vantage - love makes the difference. ~ ithout 

love the wise~t precepts onl~ choke. If love i~ 
mot there , all efforts will fail. Love is the 
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only atmosphere in which the spirits of little 
children can grow. It mu~t be large love, 
a n inclusive love, such as Uod h s place in 
e ch l~fe. It is the k i n d of love that the 
world cannot give a nd parent~ can only find by 
by knowing God fo r them~elve~. 

It is within this atmospaere that the second 
text flourishefl: II He that s p areth the rod h a t eli 
th his son, ou t he that 10 veth him, ch~~eneth 

him illliil ny time~.u The ro d a na reprof g i v e wifl­
dom, but a child l eft yo himself c a u seth shame 
to hi3 mother. ~ e ar all a war e t ha t c or pora l 
pu n i s h ment s eems to t h e Ch ri fl t i nd to common 
3en3e a by - p r odu c t of the Ch r i tia n fl p i r i t as 
de8rading, brutali s i ng, and e s s tentia l futile. 
It can only have a mi n i nium of good wffett wher ~ 

it ifl inflicted by a loving hliilnd nd in a loving 
spirit. But even i n the face of a l l mo d er n and 
wise merciful punishment3 the rod a n d the 
fltripe3 re "~in of p er man en t value. ~od cha~tenfl 

tho~e he love~. Sometimefl love become3 endulg­
ing an without the strong hand life demanda. 
In the poor child I 5 heart s o much so much fool­
ishness is bound up, so much wilfulness land 
temper, so much vanity ~nd pride, so much senflu~: 

lity an d selfishnes8, so it is natural to the 
child to mkke pleasure the be-all ~nd the end­
all of life. 

Th rod cannot opem the e~e~; it can bu t set 
the cunning i ntellect to work to find a llY of 
escaping the rod. but the opening of the e ye~ 

at which 11 true punishment must aim at correc­
tion. It is the p a r e n t 8 1 solemn task - obl i at~8 ' 

ion to bring home to his child'fI heart t hese 
tr~thfl which the child must know. Va l u es muflt be' 
inculcated in human' lives by some mean8 ~nd we ' 
cannot escape thifl principle. 

k 
The Chaseni of the Almighty - wh er 0 e 

...--7 ha s concerned - I Bay to IrrJ 30n - wh er e did you 
~ go today, what did you dO ? How do you feel?� 
~ ) etc. i f i n conversation 1. discover his n ewer s� 
~ r e, wro n g - I attempt to correct h i s Ld e a Ls ••, 

Wh en - I JBailed to - in 10'-- e cor- rec t , Do 

gS!~ lOWh:in5o~of~~1; to c5~~gc~ m~s _ ~g~ e~r 


