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Pr ove r bs 10:� 

I s Qou l d r. ith er voice your desires , I t hink 
fri ends , nor be tr ue to my own knowledge and 

f e e l i n gs , d i d I not make my words a t thi s time 
concerni ng t he deceased very l argerly wor ds of 
pe r s on a l trib te e Th is is one of t hose occasions 
whe n a s e r on , nd exhortation i s a ppropriate . 
Bu t RE • Rodg er s h ~ s already preached th e s e r 
mon . And be a u s e he i~ s i l en t he exgorts us wi t h 
a pe r s ua s i ven e s lh a t wo r ds wwou ld not s t r a ngt he n 
We call him d ead , bu t h e wi l l live amomg us for a 
lon g ti me . And bec a us e t his is true al low me to/~ ~1	 of h i m, not a o~e as a " de parted friend ," in

7 ;'� t he cpmmon ph r a s e of funeral add ress . I may have 
lhe pr i v i l e ge , I am s ur e , of s pe ak i n g of h i m by 
t hese old " f amili :r~ love d name as I try to s pe a k 
of wha t he has been to us a ll . 

As I t hing of h is l i f e ma ¥y things that 
en de a r e d him t o us . ~e~ 

Rod ge r s was a c hild 0f the . • 

He was a child of t h e . (; A1#AY/;r-~ )/ 

The churc h of Chri st has no thing in it s el f of 
wl i c h to boast . Its powe r , i t s f ruitage i of go i . 
An yet any church in itself may be gratefu l , may 
take he a r t and go forward with good c our "age t hat 
ha s been instru~enta l in s ha p i n g such a life as 
his . Fr e e l y he gave of his time an eve ry,thing 
freel y he received t o g ive for i ts r i c he s t bless in 
i ngs . 

[[ . And then in community wo r- k o I t s I i F of 
t he church he was r e ady, ans faithful an iHX x
increa singly useful . 

Ther efore , i n th r out e r ~9 q rc um t anc ijs 
hi s life and death , somethings = that bring his 
life closer to us . at t hi s time . One t hing was 
t his: He was among us as on c wh o ministered . His 
spiri t was the s pirit of serv ice . 

He was not thinking of being ministe r
e d unto , but of ministe ring . We knev that what 
he was given to d o wou l d be fait hfully and cheer

fully done . 
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Alwa ys , and we kn ew Lh;., t it Iiou id be done 
upo ~ - ~ inc i ~le i n s t e ~d of i mpu l s e . 

ALso , hi ~ ap i r i t w-s born of t he a ster's 
love fo r h i m and h i s a ve [or t he Ma s ~ e r . 

Then in t ose ye ars h e WaS mo s t active 
amon g us , his li fe was c growing char acter . 
It was a character sweetened and strengthen 
by a personal relation of lo yalt y and love to 
t he Sa v iou r Hi mself . It was a character that 
was built u pon eternal fou ndations . of truth 
and righteo usness , and because of this it 
a bi des f or e ve r . It wa s a characte r that 
seemed to s ay in very ac t : :1 1 expect to pass 
t h is way but once ." If therefore t he r e be 
any kindness I can sh ow, or any good thing I 
c an do to my fellow human be i ngs , let me do 
it now , let me not defer or neglect it , for 
I s hall not pas s this way again ." 

And thi s i s our s or r ow, friends , today , 
that he wi l l not pass this way again . but 
~ h ou l d not joy mingle wi t h s or r ow that he 
h as been permitted to pass this way once 
a nd to leave RXX blessings in his pa t hway . 7 

And so 1 go on , not know i ng . 
1 wou l d not , if I might . 

I wou ld r ather walk in the dark wi t h God , 
Than walk alone in t he light, 

I would r ather walk ith God by fai th 
Th a n walk alone by s i gh t . 


