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HO ~~ S HIS TRH:TH. . Proverbs 18 :. 1 •. 

From the value of fr i end shi~ i s a na t ura l a nd 
easy tran s i t i on to t h e evi l o f isola tion . e 
mus t try t o f a t h o m t h e profo n me a n i ng which 
is h i dde n u d e r t h i s si m~le bu t striking p r ov er b , 
To be g i n with , wha t aBe we to unaers tand by "one 
t hat s e p a r _ t es h i p s e l f ? " h e s critur e spe aks of 
t he 1"\ al e. ni o n spiQ.f Sau l and J o na t han , 2. Sa • 1 , 3 
It in t h e i r n ea th t h ey were n o t se arated ." Theirs 
was a t og e t hern e s s which a c co mpa i nxed them t o t h e 
gr a v e . On t h e o the r h a nd , t h e r e are p e op le h o 
shun al l t 06 e t h e r n e s s i n t heir l iv e s , - - t h ey are 
volu ntar l y , d e Lf.be r-a t e Ly s e a r ate d f' r om t heir 
k i nd , and t. ey s e em f or t he firs t t ime to bl e nd 
l i t h t h e i f e l l ows when thei r uno i s t i ngu i s h ed 

du s t mi x e s wi t h t h e dus t of o thers in t h e c onw o n 
gr a v e , V'e are to thi nk of a p er son who h a s n o 
ti e s with a ny o f h i s f ello -crea t r e s , h o h a s 
br o k en s uch t i e s as bou nd h i m t o them, o r is of 
tha t mor b i d and u nn a t ura l humou r t h a t make s a l l 
rela t i o n sh i p with o thers d i s t a s t eful . le a re t o 
t h i nk mo r e e sp e c ia l l y of o n e wh o e l e c t s t is l if e 
o f s o litariness in ord er t o f o l l o\ out h is o~n 

d e sir es r a t her than f !'om a ny nece s s i ty of c i r 
c u ms t a n c ex o r disp os i t i o n ; one wh o f i nds leas u r e 
1n i g noring ma nk ind, Th e .Mis a n t hrop e is o n e who 
has no f aith i n h i s f el l o s , a nd shr inks i n t o 
hims e l f to esc a~ e t hem; wno rs u es his owm 
p r i v a t e e nd s , a voiding a l l u nn e ces s a ry s peech 
with those wn o a r e a round h i m. Somet imes h e l i v e s 
a l o ne , s ome t i me s he d i e s uno bse r ved , and exc ep t 
f or the mi sch i e f which , c o n s ciou s l y or u n cons c i ou 
ly, h e doe s t o t ho s e lh o sur v v e h i m. 

Of a l l the a c cu s a t i ons t a t ca n b e oro h t 
aga i n s t mank ind no is a s c o n demnl ng as t h e i n i c t 
ment tha t a human be i ng- - i s h i ms e lf a lon e . 
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I consider t h i s i nd i ctment - the f ath e r of 
ev i l s beca us e - i n tl~th e very man is no t 
only a '\I se lf 11 a per s ona li t y , bu t h e i s a 
ve r y c omp lex e i ng made up of many r e l at ion s 

i th o t h e r men . He i s a son, a bro t her a 
fri e nd , a f a t n er , a c i t i z en . ~n t h e s~ me 
wa y , a woman t h a t i s nei t her d a gh ter nor 
sis t e r, nor wi f e , nor f r ' e nd a l on e but a woman 
t ha t d e s e rve s t he grana name of a woman i s 
a ll of t h e s e. 1he mo s t appalling thing about 
ou r g e n er at i on is t h a t mul t itudes h a v e be c ome 
mer e s e~v e s - h ngry , ho llow, t n i rs t y, shrive l 
l ed selv e s . An olg ureek s ay ing declared tha t 
on e wh o l i ve s a l one i s eitner a g od or a wild 
bea s t . 

The sound isdo m a a inst which the i s o l ate d 
rabe i s no t hing les s t h a n t h e kindly l aw which 
make s li S h uman be ings a nd ord a i n s t h a t we 
should no t l i ve t o ours Iv e s alo ne, bu t should 
f~lfil o~r nob l e par t as memoers one of a no t h er 
Th e s ou nd wi sdom i s the wi sd om of t he Crea t o r , 
wh o f r om t h e be g i n n ing d e t e rmi ned t h a t i t i 
not 60 0d f or men t o l iv e alo ne, and marked Hi s 
conc eption of t h e u n i t y whi ch s h ou l d b i nd t h em 
t o e t h er by t he gif t of t h e women t o t h e man , 
to be bone o f h i s bon e a nd f l e sh o f hi s f I e h. 

Neigh bourlin e s s i s t h e l a r g er p a r t of l i f e ; 
we a re not t o bO t o our ai s tan t II br o ther ' s 
hou s e in t h e d ay of ou r c a l ami ty, f o r bet ter 
is a n e igh our tha t i s near t ha n a r o t h er f a r 
off. Our l if e is rich a nd t r u e a n helpful 'u s t 
in propor t i on as e are entwine wi t h tho s e 
vh o li v e a r ou nd u s i n bonds o f mu t ual r espec t� 

a na cons i d e r a t i on . I a m no t inc l~ding t h e� 
busy bo i e s , t at t l e r s , and whi sperer i n t h i s� 
cat egory of n e i gh bours.� 

And t h us f rom t h e craa l e wn er e t h h ome p r e 
pares us to liv e i n t h e l a r : er stat e, o r t h e 
so c i a l c i rc l e - beg i n n i ng a t the cr adl e and 
end i ng a t t h e brave no man shou l d l i v e a l on e. 
~ o o n e sh ould l i ve to h i ms e lf; a l l should l i ve 
and r e jo i c e t o l i ve, in the ~r e a t s oop er a tiv e 
socie t y of t h e ~or ld , in wh i ch p e r s on a l i n
te r est s� a r e mu t~a l i nter es t a nd t Il e ga I n s o f� 

each a r e t h e ga i n s fa l l • .� 
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~. e c a n h a r G.;Ly }lro be t h e e~th s o f t h i s ' r o v er b 
wi t h ou t be coming awa r e t ' a t we are t ou ch i ng on a 
a n id e~ wn i ch i s t h e mai n s p r i ng of Gh r i s tia n i t y 
o n i t s ear ch Ly anti v is i ble side . 

h e r e l at i on o f Ch r i s t , as t h e ~on o f J o , to 
the human r a c e as a who le , Lmmed La t e Ly opened 
u~ t he p o s s i bi lity o f a world -wide soc i e ty in 
whLch all nat i ons , al l c l asses , a l l c a s tes , 
a l l d eg r e e s , al l i nd i u. i dua l mt i e s , sh ou l a be 
no t so much mer b ed a s a i sctin c t l j artic u lated 
a n d re cog n i z e d i n a c omplete a nd con~lex whole . 
Il 'h e kin gd om of h e a v e n, while bo cr-owLng its 
termi no l o gy fro m ear t hly kingdoms, a s u ful i k e 
a ny on e of t n em b ecaus e it was to i nc l~de them 
all. ~n to t h a t ki ngdom a l l the peoples , nations, 
and lang ag e s s ho I d pass . 

~he pe!' son of Christ is t he link hi ch b i nds 
all men t og e t h e r ; t h e p r e sence of Chris t i s t h e 
gu a r a n t e e o f the u n io n ; t he wor k of Ch r i s t 
wh ich consis t s o f t h e remo val of s i n , i s the 
mai n cond i t i on o f a h earvty - u n i ty for a l l man
kind . e n xi~ t her e f or e y o u p u t your tru s t 
in Chri s t a nd y our sinful na t.u r e i s subdu ed , 
you a r e i n c o r p or a t e d int o a body o f Wh i ch He is 
the h ead , a n d ou must p a s s o u t of the n a r r ow 
self-l i fe i nto t h e broad Chr i s t - lif e ; y ou c a n 
n o l o ng e r liv e f or your s e l f a l on e , be c aus e a s 
the memb er o f a body ou exis t onl y in rela t i o n 
t o all t he oth e n memb ers . " Hu t ," it is said , 
n am 1 not t o se ek my 0, n s a l va t i on, a nd t hen 
to wor k it ou t wi th fea r a nd trembl ing " 1. a m 
~ no t to wi t h d r aw f r om t h e or l d , a d t o l a bour 
h ard t o ma k e my c a l l i ng a nd e l e c t i on s ur e ? I 

~n a ce r t ain s en s e , t h e a n s we r t o t h a t qu e s t i on 
is, Yes.• but the n o i . is on .Ly i n a certain sense ; 
f or ~ou a r e r e a l l y incoryora ted wi th Chr i st , a nd 
are a genu i ne membe r o f t h e bo dy o f C is t . 

ohn ' s llo sp e l s t a t e s , II 'i e k no w t hat we are p as s ed 
fr om e ath u n t o l i fe because we l o v e t h e bre t h ren 
a nd " i f we walk i n t he l i ght we have f el l owship 
o n e with a n o t h er, and t h e b l o od of Jesus Chris t 
cleanseth us f' r-om a l l sin. It re work o u t our 
s a l va t i o n th er ef or e o n l y by lo s i ng t h e se l f in 
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o t h er s ; we w t h r a from t h e or la and lnake 
our c a l l i ng su r e , j s t as uur thO~grl t s be
co me ide n t i f i ed wi t h uod ' s t hought s , a nd a s 
our lives a r e pas s e d in c h e e r f u l a nd v i c tor
i ous servic e s . . 

If, t h en , o n t h e g r ound o f our humani t y we 
a r e c a u t i one a a gain s t s e~ ara ting our se l v es , 
b ecaus e by s o a o ~ng we se t our t e e t h a 6 a i nst 
al l sound wi s d o m, on t h e 6round o f o ur Chri st
i a n ity we must b e warned n o t t o separa te our
selves, bec ause t h a t means t o harden our 
n earts a ga · n s t t h e f a i t h i t s el f . hhen we say 
to ou r s e l v e s , " 'ie wi l l l i ve our <.-h r i s t i a n 
li f e alo n e , " e 1lUi1X.l'm.t.xkmuv.. wi l l not live t h e 
Chris t i a n l ife a t a l l ." ~ie u o not ltno \' wh at 
t he l i f e of i n h ea v en may De, -- though f r om 
t he c a s u al g l i mps e s we o b t a in of i t , we should 
say t h a t i t is a reat social batnerin , at 
wh i ch we sha l l s i t down i t h Abraham and a l l 
t h e s a i n t s o f uod , a Kind of marr iage fea t i v ty 
t o c e lebra t e the u nio o f t h e ord wi th Hi s 
b r i d e , - - bu t i~ i s p lain tha t t h e Christ ian 
life, a s i t i s r ev e al ed t o u s here , mus t be 
the l i f e o f a community , f o r i t is li eriaed 
to a vine , f r om which all t h e d e ad branches 
a r e cu t off , and p l ain l y all cut-off branche s 
a re d ea d . 

You kn ow t h a t t h e 'on of Man wo Id make 
men o n e ; y ou now t h at Chri st ca l led-c a l l s 
Hi s d isc i p l e s i n t o a h ol y fami l y o f mutual 
lo v e a nd s e rv i c e , so t ha t men may know t h a t 
they a r e His , an a rna r e co g n i s e Him b e c a u s e 

t h e y l ov e one a nother . r e ou v entu r ng t o 
d i s r e ga r d His commandmen t a nd t o f r u s trate 

i s wil l by s ep a r t ing ;our s elf f or your own 
d e s i r e ~ h a v e y ou f a l l e ou t of a l l re l a t ion s 
w th h i s f amily , s o t h a t the s onship, t h e 
bro t h er h od , t h e f riendship , the f a t n er hood, 
th e cit i z e n s h i p, o f t h eavenly king om a r e 
as 600d as meaningles s to y ou? Chr s t has 
s o t ied us t UGe t n e r ~hat bein sav e a depends 
up on ou r a b i lity t o regard each o ther .. e must 
b e o n e - a na lo v e on e a n o t h e r to be s a e • 


