FRIENDSHIP,

A FRIEND LOVETH AT ALL TIMES, AND AS A BROTHER IS BORN
FOR ADVERSITY. Proverbs 17. 17,

One of the most stricking contrasts between the
ancient snd the modern world is in the place which is
given to riendship by wmoralists and religious teachers.
In iristofle's famous treatise off Tbhies two books out
of nine are devoted moral bearings of friendship. Our
Lord - Jesus Christ - gave a great new commandment %o
His disciples, that they should love one another; and
though Christian men have yet but imperfectly understood
what He mean®, or cerried out what they have understoed,
an ideal was created which far ftranscended the lower
meaning of ancient civilizations. Greek friendship wa
to be merged in Christian love. The meaning of Frienghip
proposed by Aristotle can be explained in two essential
characteristics; Firstly- Friendship is based upon self-
ishness; springing from & wish to realise oneself in the
life of another. In this experience the friend is fed by
the benefit or pleasure derived from their mutual compaion-
ship- not for the good of the friend or his improverent
but for one's own benefit. In the second point - Aristiéle
explains thet friendship can only exist between eyuals-
one can be a friend with those who has as much of life's
goods as he has -~ from the standpoint of a modern inter-
pretation - One needs s friend to use or one needs a friend
with ejual possession or attaimment- this gave rise to a
distinctive classification. Christian friendship, on the
other hand, springs from the complete denial of self. I%
seeks nothing; it gives all. 1% is never motivated by
the equality of conditions because it desires to raise
the other even to e positiaon that exceeds his own. There-
fore it embraces the weuk, the fallen, the sinful and
it seeks to raise them from that lowly position, .. even
though they may never be able to repay one for the efforts
extended. Christien Friendship seeks nothing but it gives
all.

in the book of Proverbs; Friends according to the
original sense of the Hebrew word, are those who delight
in one another's compsnionship; cither they are useful
to one andthar becesuse each possesses gifts which the
oyher has not, or they are agreeable to one another




-

because they have certain teste in comrion. Thus there
muy of conrse be a friendship in evil, in wvice, in
destructive pructices; thieves muy enter ino a league
to carry out their nnti-sociul designs, and may be
true to one snother; vieclous men and woren may find e
bond of' friendship in the cormon indulgence of crime.
Thus firiendship does not necesserily uean good - for
friendship cun be the cause for ons s destruchtion.
Scmetimes folk are friends to pull you dovm- destroy you.
Therc may also be an inkerested comrodeship which is
enkirely hypocritical; such a friendship is usually
marked by a loud and ostentatious demonstration- J..
rroverbs shates in snother seripture-" He that blesaesth
his friend with a loud vnice, rising early in “he morning
it shell he counted a curse for him." But, in the main
friendship implies a certain amount of goodness} for it
is in i%self a virtue. The ties that bind in friemdship
for the doing of evil deeds - or for the destruotion of
another exist for time but soon begain to fail- Honor
among thieves evxist for a while but soon faides.

Our attention - therefore - is directed toward
the good within friendships. In the heert of our friend
we see our ovm character reflected just as gazing into
a nirror we see the reflecktion of our own face. It is in
the frank and sympathetie relationship of friendship that
ve reslly get to kmow ourselves, and to realise what is
in us, e unfold to one another, we discover our simil-
iarties and mark our differences. roints are immediately
which remained unohserved in our own hesrts are immedia-
tely detected and understood when we see them also in
our friends; faculties which remained unused are brought
into play to supplement the discovered defects in our
friend's nature. .Je hardly guess what & fund of happy
humour is in us until we are encourafed to display it
by observing how i%s flasheg light up the ifhce we love.
Gur cepscities of sympathy and fendsesrness remain undevel-
oped until we wish eagerly to comfort our friend in a
sudden sorrow, In & true friendship - we discover that
we are living a life which is doubled in all its faculties
of enjoyment and of service; L shudder to think what kind
of people we would be without a friendship that brings
out the best within us. A friendless person has a lack-
lustre face; his talk has & dull edge, his emotions a
poor and flow. -




-

The use of f{riedship iks growing and survival
devends upon these distinctive elements. /'riendship
depends upon t'rankness. If frankness 1s keep in the
background - friendship cannot survive. If you have
to be so corzfull about your use of words and suggest-
ions - friendship cannot grow, e are inclined to
think that only those who speuk soft words to us are
our friends - bub soft speaking is not always a token
of love., und the hurd saying of our friend may be
uftered at a great personal cost - iuy Bible plainly
states - The Lord chastens those Va loves. Thera are
two exhtremes here - the vnsrson who nsver disagree with
you is just rs bed as the person who never agrees with
you. So frankness in a friendship is mixed with mutual
consideration which sweefens frieandship. If, however,
friendship ripens through many years of kindly growth-
two people have leurned throughly to understand one
another, and have become in & certmin sense one. Lach
recognises the service that the other renders, and
welcomes the advice or even the resbuke which is made
possible by their relationship. /hen one sees a fault
in the other, and with a tenderness hepoten of affection, |
and a hunility which trembles o presume, speaks gently
but frankly to his friend.

But the decisive test and the most besutiful proof
of real friendship will be found in the day of adversity.
A ffriend is never kmown till needed. ithen calamity falls
upon us, false friends make excuses and go; lip-friends
relapse into silence; but we begin then for the first {
LFime o find out who is a true friend indeed, Then if
appears that the true friend is entirely unchanged by
the changed aspeot of affairs; it seems as if he had
been mx@xmkimx horn into a brotherhood with us for
this oceasion. There is no wish to ory off'; he seems
even to press the brotherly tie in a way which we should
not have poesumed to expect, and thus he conkrives Lo
lighten the oppressive burden of obligation for the
favour that he conferms, by making it appear that he is
hound to act as he does by e necessity of kinship - To
ma that what the text means- a friend loveth at all times-

and as & brother is born for adversity-.A brother is and
remains a brother no matter what happens in life- time,

distance, no factor cen chunge a brother relationship-

A real [riend is at all times a friend- and adversiby
cannot and does not change this realtionship. What you
do or what folk say you did - does not change a friend.




Now if you huve such a fréend us this- tuke care
Yo retain him, do not by ueglijence or a deficiont
sonsideration lose this friend. Put vourself out of
the wnmy 5o show that you wupprecisate and value him; do
no% wllow fwlse reserve or a foolish shyness to chechk
your expression of gratifude, If you have real friends
then, ftweke pains to keep them. [atch carefully flor the
srell heginnings of a rupture and husten fo hesal it.
Think ot effort is wasted, wnd no apology or explana-
tion is too huriliating to avert the loss of a *true
soul comrade, -

The vihale tendency of the Gospeliis put every
believer in our Lord Jesus Uhrist on a spiritual level
so that we can be not His servants but as He said to His
diseciples - IJot His servents, but Mis friends, if they
1id whetsoever HNe commanded them. It is a very unequal
friendship, as we must all feel, Jesus has all the strenfa

all the wisdom, all the goodness, all the gifts; but the

sense of inaquality is remnoved by His owm gracious friend-

liness. Jesus attabhes such importance to a heartfelt love
that He is willing to accept that as the fair eqmivalent
of all that He does and gives to us. then You and Christ-
or Christ and you become friends - their is a delight in
rubual compunionship, the interchange of thought and
feeling, the quick and quickening response of love and
comprehension, exist between you end Christ. You may gaze
intolithe: faceofedesus by applying His life fo yours end
and see yourself wmirrored in Him - your faults and your
feilures show plain mand the larger, truer, Bolier self-
ig there in that reflection. .ind then the words of the !
text have a deeper meaning - the ¥riendship with Jesus-

. friend loveth at all times, and as a brother is born
for adversity - The Friendship of Jesus -~ when you know
Him as a 'riend- is extended at all times wend-bewam and ie

as a brother is born for adversity... .hen advessity

comes into your life - Jesus is ready to help you. And

it has been my experience - thet He gives help not

beceuse - I em so worthy - but it is in the nature of

Jesus to help mankind. And sowetimes it has been my

experience -~ that He extends that friendship - when it

is needed., He told the Disciplas thet & life's adver-

aitiss - Te would send the Comfokber. Then when the

adversity of death came - He would es a Friend be near,

Greeter love hath no nman than this, that a man lay dowm

his life for his friends- Not servents bubt friends-

I liks words of hymn- /(hat a friend we have in Jesus ete.
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