
FRI LNDSHIP . 

A FR END LOVETH AT ALL TUlli S , jJID ~I.S 1\ BROTHEl? I S BORN 
FOR ADVERS I TY. Pr ove r-bs 17 . 17. 

One of the mo sb st r i lJki n · contrasts between the 
nnc i.errb t.p d the n ode rn wor l d is in the p la ce vh Loh i 
L,;iv n to riond ship by lr,01'ul i s t s und r 01i ious t u che r s , 
I n j·ri sto-fl o ' s f'amous t r e atise oft l ;t h i c s t wo books out 
0 1' n ine a ro dev obe d r.ior-aL be ar-i.n cs of i: ritmdshi. . Our 
Lord - esus ~ hrist - ., v e a f;r oat n 01"[ comnandme nu to 
~1i s disciples, that they should 10vl3 one anot he r ; an 
t 1:.oui; Chr i stbn man hhve ye t but ililporl'e ct 1y understood 
wh at He noont , or f}a r r i e d out what they h uvs u nderstood , 
an i den1 wa s c reut e d ihich fo r t r ansconded the lower 
n eanil:lfj; of unc i e nt civili~ utions . Greok fri endship \fa.;t 
to be mer ge d in Chri:3til.ln Lov e , The me umng of ' r i e n;Bh i 
pr op os e d by _', r i s t ot l e can be expl.a inad i n t 0 e s sent ia l 
charaot eri stics; :r'i r s t 1y - Friend ship i ba s ed upon seU'
i shn058; s prin~in ~ from a wi sh t o r oali s e onoself in the 
life of un othe r . I n t his expe r i en ce tho friend is fod by 
t;h e bene f i t or l e a sure der ived from their mu t ua l ccmpa.ion
shi p- not for tho ~ o od of the friend or his imp r ov e nt 
but for ono ' s ovm benefit . I n the s~cond po i n t - _ r i s t l c l e 
expluins that friendship can only oxist betwoon equals-
one can bo a friend rith t hose ' rho h us as mu ch of lif " s 

oo ds a s he ha s - f ran t he s tandpo int of modern inter-
pre+; tion - One nflf>d s (I friend to uso or ana n e d.... fr iend 
wi t h e lua l po sesal1.on or atta innont - this ~ave rise to a 
~i stinctive classification . Chri stian friend~hip3 on the 
other hand , sp r in -s :t:rom the comp Letie n i a L of self. It 
se eks no t h ing ; i~ ives a l l . I t i s neve r mot i v / t od by 
t he o,-!uo.l i t y of con dLt i ons bvc use it des i r e s to raise 
t he other even t o f' position t hat exce e d s h i 0 m , h.,re
f o re it embrace s the te k , the fa l len , h sinful n 
it s e e ~ '3 t o ra i se t;hem f r oJ th t 10 'ly o s LbLo • • . ave 
thon h the y JT1ay n vel' b e ab le to r pay one f o r the e ...·f o r ts 
extendo . Ghristibn F'riend shi seoks not h iu but i t l:iv s 
81 • 

I .1 t book of' Pr ov r b s , 1' r i end s a c co r d tn i-a the 
o i in 1 se n.se of tlo Habr-ew vto , a re tho s e --ho deli ht 
i n one nobhe r- t s sompnni.onehI p ; i t her the re u e f'u l 
t o one andth l' because each pa s se sse a i ft s mich th 
oyher has n ot , o r the y o.re a r r oo o.b1e t o one m other 
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becn u s e the:.' hav e cert a in tl\ st e i~ o orr ion , h u s there 
.. It...y of' c ours e be a fr ie"lrlsh ip i n e v LL, i r v i ce , in 
de sb ruct ave ') r!, c t i c El s j ~:r ie ve s no. :r err t e r i 1'1 ' :0 R 1 l.:J h bU8 
t o c a r ry a u "; t he i r r:n t i - s oc i . l de s i cne • ..in d nn y be 
t " u e t o one anobh er- j viciou s : '1Cn und HO! Ion !'18:! find B 
b ond of rr L o n d s h f .p i n the COl.lIIIOn i n dul - e ri c e of c m e ,r 

'rhus ftl'i(' nd :;~ij? doe , lot cessHr i l ¥ rie a n ood - zo r 
fr iendsh i p o ill b e the.- c a u s e fo r a n n s de struct; ion. 
~;c~]1e t iJJlEl s fo lk n r e fr i e n'J ::: t o p111 l you :1 m lll - de s t r oy y ou . 
~ h er o ~:m~' a Ls o b e an i nt ' ~' est e d c omr-o de s h i.p wh ich is 
ffil ~ irel y hYlocrit ico l ; su ch n fr ie n~sh ip is u sually 
ma r-ke d b y Cl l oud »nd ('I S ent a b i ou s demon sb r t ion - ~ •• 
i-r-ov e r b s s tates i n un obh e r <:> c r ipv u !"c - I He t h t b 'l e seenh 
11 ~~ fr i e n r ' : i t h a l ou d vo i.c e , r i sL'1f:; e a r l y i ::1. );}1 e n c rnan 
it; sha ll be c ountied 1:1 cu r s e f o r h im , " Rut , in t ho ns i.n 
_ r i e nd sh ip ir1p l i e s a c e t.nin mounb of , o odn os s } iro r i t 
is in i ";5011' a v i rt ue . The ties thflt; bind in friend ship 
f o r t h e do in~ of f:l v i l deods - or f o r the: do s t r u ot i on of 
anothe r ex i s t for t ime but s o on he ga ' t.o 1'a i l - 0 1101' 

runon b thiev e s ux i s fo r a rn i l o hut s oon r aides. 
ur a tt.ent ion - J;r.erefo re - i s d Lr-e cb e d t o r d 

the 1,'; 0 0 fi t h L'1 l' r i l3 n d sh i s , .l ~1 .he 1 Cb rt of ou r r r i ond 
-ff' sec our 01m c h l' r uc'!; r 1'01' 10 ted j ust a s f!l1 z in . i n to 
a .r i r ro r . If! s e e the l' Le c t Lon of our om f ace. I t is in 
the f r l nk a n d s ~ .rpa bh eb i,o r-eLab Lcn ah Ip of f r i endsh i p t hat 
' lo r e , lly {i; l t to knov. our se Ive s , fi nd to 1'0 La so what is 
L'1 us . Ie unfo ld to one anothe r . vte d dsoove r our slllli l
i Arti '3s and ruu-k our dif'fol'e n s , _oints 1' 6 ir:u e d i t e l y 
wh i~h r~J Jo i n e d unob se rved in ou r own heer-b s e i lTlJ .e d i a 
t oly dot e cted md unde rst o od when fe see t h em lso in 
our l' J' i e nd s ; t 'acuI ties i oh r ena i.n e d unus e d I l' b oughtr 
into p lay to s up l ement t he rli s cov o r e d do fe otis in our 
fr iend 1s nature . Te hardly ~ue s s wh a t a fund of h ppy 
hunlour i s i n us until ,re I' encour e d a J ' 1 Y it 
by observ~n ~ h ow i~s f u s o s 1 i h t u p t h e ce Ie love . 
Our f) p':l c i~ ie s ot' S : TI ath ~ nd to s s l' mai n undevel
ope d u ntil ~e wi sh a n erly to comfort our f .iand in u 
sud le n s o rro{ . I n a true f r iend sh i p - e d i s c ov o r that 
we a re livin, a life wh i ch is dou b l e d in a 11 i ts facultie 
of enjoymon t and of s a rvi.ce j 1 shudde r to t hink \ hat kind 
of peop le e wou Ld be ri t h out a friendshi. t h t brin s 
out t h o be s ithin us . A friendless pe r s on hus a l a c k-
l u s t r e f a c e ; h is t alk h a s f' uu 'l L o d~e , h i s omot i ons 
poor f\ rl flow. 
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Th e use of f r i ud sh i p i t s l,:r mr i n(;; u nd s u r v i v a l 
de ue nd a u pon these (i ist i~lct iv(j e leme nt s . j ' r i c n (/sh i p 
de pe nd u pon 1. · ro.n loHJ s~J . I f fran kn e s s iB lrce p i n the 
bn c p;gr ound - .!.' 1'ien ship c a nn ot 3U1"Vi v 'J . Ii' you ho ve 
to b e s o ,>" Y"Jf ull a b out ;'0 \11' use of word s li nd BU '" eat
i on s - f r i endship ca nnob ' r ow . .te a r e i n clin od t o 
t hin k '~ hut onl y bho se \lh o s peuk s of t wo r d s t o u s are 
ou r f r i end s - but sof t s pea k i.ng in no t a Lwny a t o ken 
of l ove • • a nd t. e h u r d s uyi u J; of our i'rit:md !'1o y be 
u trt o r-ed a t a b re nt pe r s onu I c o s t - l. y Bi b l e p l u i n l y 
sta -l; e s - The L01'd cha st e n s thos(' :-r"J 10 -e s . '!'.1 ! ".j 3 1'e 

t wo ox~ ~ 'en88 h e 'e - t;hc T)')r:30H who n sve r <! i " ,. 0 'i ; ~ 

you i s j ust [ s b d A S the pa r son \ho nu~~ r u~r6 e s \d t h 
y ou , :30 r r nn kne s s i " " i' r i o nd sh i i s n ~ . "'::El'l wi t h 11.11;n a l 
c on s i de r-ab i.on wh i ch T me:t;en s .t..' r i nd s h ip . I , h oweve r , 
f r i e nd ship r Lp e ris bh rouuh many :i a r s of' k i n dl y ~ro rth 
t.1Q .-leo~ l () hav e Leur-ned th"ou h l y to mdo r stiand one 
an obhe 1' , an d huve be COrlO in a cert b. i n se n s e one . ~u oh 
re co gm se s the service t h r t the ot her r nd e r s , a nd 
./0 1c o1'.1o s the udvi c e or ev en the r buke ' h i h is made 
po s s i b l e b y the i r r~ l ation ship . ,ilie n 0 8 soes a f ault 
i n t h e o t he r ~ a n d \l i t h a ton dnrne s s bo{.;ot e n of a f'I'e cb i.on , 
and , U . 1.U i l i t y wh i ch treMb le s t o pr e s 16 , sneuks e rrt Lv 
but :t>ankly t o h i s friend . 

Bu t ~h e deci , i ve tes t and ~ho mos t b 
of r e a 1 1'1' i e nd sh i p . 1 be t 'ound i n the 
'\ l'rie nd i s n H V r 1010 m . il l nee ded , Ih 
u pon us , f a l se fr ' ~ ~R p~ ~ e x cu se s p c 
I' l a p se i n t o s i lenc e ; but 0 b e i n t he n or t he 
- 1.J r'\~ . 0 fi nd ont ' tho i s a t l \ f riond i n doed . ' 
apnen r-s thnt th true f r ion d i s \3 ut ire l y han 
t he chnn ·e d aspe ot (\ af' f a i ; i~ 9'3 0 S a s if h 
b e en ~ born i nto a brot he rhood wi t h us ' or 
th i s o c c (\!> i on . There i s no Hi sh + 0 'Jry of f; he see ., 
oven to p r e s s tho broth erly t ie i n r y rh i ch we shu l d 
not h llve pll70sumed to e xpe ct , nd ~ \\ he c ont rives 0 

lit;h ,. en the oppr-e s aavo bu r-dun 01' oblir:at ion for ~~ 0 

f avou r that he conre s ~ by l W kin i t pea r th t h i 
" und t o a c t u s he d oe s by n e c e s s i.by of k i n sh ip  To 
J1l0 t h El t 'mu ':; ~he ~ erl mean s- a f r i end Lovebh a t 11 i n 
a nd a s a b oth er i s born f o r ,dv e rs i t - - •. b rothe r i s find 
r-emaLn s a b r-otth e r no r n";t e r wh nt h pp n s in l i f e- t ' 
d L,td n co , 10 a c n o r c s _ chan e a b r ot h e r r I n ionshi 

r e a 'L f r i e nd i s a t ll i;imes 1.1 i'l' i end- (1 ri a dve l' Gi t;y 
cu m ot a nd doe s not cha nge "jh i s r t1 o. 1t i on sh i • mat you 
do O r - ut fo l k S l lY you d i d - doe s l ot c h n . _ri€lnd . 
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30,'( i f ~rou h uv e s u c h a i'ra:end u s this - t" ke cure� 
~o rl:lt a in h irt, 10 not by . l l3 h Li . ;(Hl l18 or a de f i C' i0nt� 
c ons i.d-. r:,d~ iU_l lose t'1 is f r i e n d . Put :rn'.,r ", )11' out of� 
~ h~J Wil Y :; 0 shan -';11H,"': you '-' pprt:ci'l"';e a nd v u ue h im , do� 
n il '; lo l J ct t 'u Lso r-es o rvc or !. t 'oo Li.sh shyne s s ~~() check� 
yo ur '.·Y:r r u s s ion of' ";l'ut i lj U Ie , If you hn v e r ua 1 f1" t ' nd s� 
~hn 1 , f; /·ke p -i i.n s to ke cp t h em. fi t ch os r e rul Iy aro r -I;he� 
s~, ,.ll I J:) " ill~ ill r; S () f' Et rn;>-!;ur..: a n d ha stie n -1;0 he a l, i t .� 
m~ , in ..: lot effo d; is "ns-!; e d , uml n o [ :) 0 1 0 /; : ' o r expl ona �
t i on i s l7 0 0 )'I f 'lli:d;i'l '' t o overt t h e l o s s of A "';rue� 
:';01Jl ·~ o: i rado . 

The rh(J; l, '; e ~! ,J ancy of t he Gospe L t ks 'ut e v e r y� 
be 1 i.eve l' Ln ow' Lnr Jesus ,;h r i Bt on n spir j ~11 1 Leve 1� 
so 'J"lut \ (0 CAn be no. fi s se rvanb s but "' :i Ho SIA i d 'GO is� 

d i sc iples - i;ot Hi s se rvunb s , b t . li s l'ri nd s , i e +h ey� 
li d t rh 'tsoever :Iu Carlin n dcd thorn . It i s u V O' , unequa l h 
l'ri t'Y'rtsh ip , a s we n u s b ,,11 I'eo L; Je .,u s has a l l i;he sb r e n } 

'1 11 tho" ' ri s -'ln , all t. e ;;;0 0 ne s s , 1 1 '1;h "fts : but t e 
JOI se of i n ' lu nl i t;: is r e' loved by His own rrac tous fr iend
l iness . J€: ~" , att aohe s such inp0l't (\ncc t: o 10 l'ifel t love 
~h at He i s '.ri l l : 'l f1' 1;0 ao)opt that a s t he f fdr oqi i 'T l ont 
of a l l thAt He rloe , ond , i v e s t o u s. /hen You a nd hrist
o r 8 ri si; nn d you beeo. rr i tlUt' - ~ he ir is a do 1 i h t i n 

....iut ueL conpanLon shLp , t he i n tt' r chan&o o f thou ht an 1 

feo l ing , the lu i ck 1d quickeninr.;; res on s e of l ov e nd 
comprehens ion , ex i .sb bet reen yo u und Jlrist . You na y a z 
i n t o" !'lEiI face 'othl us b y pplyin His lit yo you rs d 
vnd seo our se Lf mi r rored i n HiI.1 - your fau lts a nd you r� 
i'n i Lu r-c s show pLa u " d the La r e r , tru r , a lier s L 
i.'3 bhe re i n r.r.f ~ r eflect i on . .ind t h tho wo r s o f the� 
; xi; "lave n 0(>e 1' n e am 1 0' - the .r'riend ship lith e sua

., f r i e nd Love'bh ~I t III tine s, a nd u s b r other is bo n 
1' 0 1' !:ld-rers ity - :rho 'rie ndsh i of J e s t s - 'm n you ow 
ll iJrl. n s Il i" r i end- i s ex be n dod a t 11 tir l6S .. Q -~ nd 9 
as a brothe r i s bo r n f or advers i ty. . . ihen dve s ity� 
con es i nt o your l i f e - J s s is e ad v t o hel ou • .\nd� 
it ha s been my e xpe r Lc nce - thtet f;ives h 1~ nob� 
bocous6 - I r n s o orthy - but it i s i ih e nn u e of� 
Je s u s t o he l r.ia nka.nd • . .nd '30 ' :otil ~J i t h 5 boen rty� 
• xpe r i rice - th f; He extend s t ha t f. i dsh ip - when i t� 
i s n08dert . He to ld t h J isc i : ~s thE t · ~ r l i! I ~ adv r-�

i +;· a s - 1"e ro ul d se nd thu ,0 ot'tl 1' . h en hen tho 
a dvers iGyo deuth RJ 6 - He ' mu l d s a ' r i end be n a r e 
(Jre~ l' l ove ~ rbh 0 nan than t h i s , th t 11 n 1 y do 
his l L "l f or h is f' r iellds- ;ot se r-ve.nb s t rri d a-
I l il.:: vro rd s of l ~ m- 4ha t u ' r i e nd r h v i n Jesus et c . 


