A THREEROLD CORD.

THOU hNOWEST NOT WHAT A DAY MAY BKING FOATH.
Proverbs 27: l.

Thou knowest not what a day - a year - this
year may bring forth.,

As we approach the end of 1970 and look across
into 1971 - there is the possibility that before
the year 1is done you and . mey have passed away.
Lt may be in the sweet nhope of the spring when
everything is budaing forth, or it may be in the
brilliant summer-time, or 1t may be in the sad
gutumn. L do not know, i1n all candor - 1t 1s far
better tnat we should not know. while we breathe
- whither the sir is good or poluted - pefore
god let us be happy 1n not knowlng. Wwe do not
know what a day or year may bring forth, and it
is very much better that we should not. But 1f
we are uncertain apout tnls, we ought to be certe:
ain about our uod. No uncertainity there. You
must know him You must know ln whom you belleve,
and trust Him to the uttermost. You must have no
uncertalnity about God. Your mind must be sure anc
ateadfast ~ made up. Concluslvely. You must be
able to say, like apostle Poul,# L[ am ready when
the call comes, 1 have fought my own fight, I kaxe
have kept my faith and L am ready as He was ready
For 1 know whom I have belleved, and I am sure
that He 1s able to guard until that Day what has
been &ntrusted o him.

It is on the last Sunday. of the year that we
should look to the rock from which we are hewn
and to the pit from which we are diligged. We should
make our calling and election sure. And having
done all we can. let us stand upon our feet, and
let the countenance of God shine on our face -
uncertaln sbout our aays in 1971 , but certain
about our wod. LOOK to-day - 1971 straight up
before the new year and say," O Lord, in Thee
have I trusted; let me never be confounded."™
and so L want to glve you just a Scriptural cord
to bind you to youwr uod - a threefold cord, for

i1t hes been sald that threefold cerd cannot be
easily broken,




The first partt of the cord is tnis - Live
by Xagxk falth in God through Jesus Christ.
You know where this statement comes from: Paul
sald, "™ He loved me and Jave hHimself for me. The
life that . live, L d&ive bDy faith in the Son of
uwod. Then you can become citlizens, not of the
moments, not of the hours, not of the days, not
of the monthd, not of the years, not of the cen-
turles, but citlzens of Eternity. Live by faith
in the Son of uwod, and the terrors of time will
not effect you. Uh, how some men are terrified
by the to-gorrows. To them to-morros 1s a terror
it whips ana scourgyes them, holds them over the
crater, and shows them the pilt. To-wmorros may be
ruined, our character gone. " 1 cannot face 1it;
L know not what it way bring dorth. What a
mystery it 1s, this future. Lt is not only that
God 1s a mystery, but you are a mygstery, and a
my stery to yourself. Life by falth in the Son
of God, and then all things are yours.- things
past, things present, and things to come.

The second twist in the cord to make 1971
4 better year is " Cast all your care upon God..
Some folk - some of us - hardly like to face the
many cares, Civilizatlon, 1lnstead of easing the
burden of cares, only increases it. Then we have
other cares which trouble us - the difficultiles,
for instance this yuestionable war in Vietnam -
the difficulties of race, the Church, family, th
militancy of our young people - conflict between
races, ages, cultural groupiugss FRankly = these
have always been with us 1n one form or.another.
Sometimes it seems that L1f we do not seek a Kind
of temporary escape, drugs, alcohol, or some
other kind of men made escapes - death or better
the word abenconment. The most beaublful thing
one can say about death 1s abandonment. You know
nothing about the state after death, but you
glve yourself up: “ Into Thy hands 1 commend my
spirit." Ana the most kmxkxfxXx beautiful action
of 1life is abanaonment ihto the hands of God. --
casting your care upon God. 1t is the beautiful
abandonment of death, because, flnding that thex
everlasting arms are rouand you, and that your
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god has hot deserted yow, it becowmes a matter
of experilesnce, ana you are not afraid to mir go.
That is the way one must learn to aie.
Ana now another cord to make 1t strong -
wy tlmes are in Thy hands. Loes uod know what
will heppen to me this next year 7 what a yues-
tion - Certainly uod knows. Loes lie LIOW BXBEEY
every little thing that will nappen to me this
new year 2 Yes, everytning. There l1ls no past
or futire with uoa. There 1s only one thing..
the Eternsl tow - ™ L am "™ God uever says of
Himeself, I was and L shall be. uwod is "™ 1 am."
He is the Bternal Now. Bhen did he begin 2
From everleastin. when will sod ena - everlasti
From everlasting to everlastlng Thou art God.
pefore the morning stars sang together. It 1s
sweet to think that -- This God - brought me
into the world. Whose nands made me. wnose heart
redeemed me, settled the time when L should
come Into the worla.. 1 also want Him to settle
the time when 1+ go eut.
think for a moment - How Jesus thought of
tGodls Did Jesus everysay to-morrow .. at twelve
WNoe. He sald - Hereafter. The same Lord who sait
said to the thief dying on the (ross - " Today
thou snalt be with me iIn parediss.




