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.Pr o verbs 2 7 : 1., 

'l'hou k nowe s t no t wha t a day - a y ear - th i s 
y ear may b r ing f or t h . 

s we a~pr o a ch t h e e nd of 19 70 a nd l oo k a cr o s s 
i n t o 1~ 7 1 - t n er e i s the ~oss ibi li ty tha t Defo re 
t h e year i s d o n y o u a n d Hill.y have p a s sed away . 
1. t may be i n t h e swee t nope of t h e s r i ng when 
ever y t~ in~ i s bUGa ing fo r th , or it may be in t e 
br i l l i ant s nmer - t ime , o r i t may be in the sad 
a u t umn , 1 d o not know . .i.n a l l candor - it is fa r 
b e t ter t n a t we shoulu not Know . hile we brea t h e 
- whi ther t h e a ir is ood or p o luted - oefo 
uod l e t u s b e h a ppy i n no t knowing . e do no t 
k now w a t a cay o r year nay brin forth, a nd i t 
i s v er y ch be t t er t h at we S io ul.d no t . but if 
we a r e unc e ·ta i n a Do t t u i s , we ou t to be c ert ~: 

a i n abo t our God. ~o uncer taini t y ther e . You 
mu st know h i m You mus t know in who m you be l i ev e , 
a nd t r u st Hi to t h e u t teEillo s t . You s t hav e no 
un c er t ai n i t y about GOG . Your mind mus t be sur e a ne 
s t ea d f a s t - made up . on cl u si v e l . ou us t be 
a bl e t o say , l i k e ~os t le ~~ul , # am ~ ead y wh en 
t h e cal l c omes , 1. hav e f a h t my own fi h t , MaxE 
h a ve kep t y f aO t h and a m ready a s He ~a s r e ady 

or 1. know wh o have be l ieved , a nd am sur e 
t h a t He is able t o uar until tha t Day what has 
b e en entrus ted yo h im. 

t i s on t h e l a s t Sunaay o f the y ea r t h a t e 
shoul d 1 o k t o t e r o ck f r o hieh we a r e hewn 
a nd t o t h e pO t f r om wh ic e ar e digg ed . i e sho 
make our c a l l i ng and e le c t i on sur e . nd nav i n 

o n e a l l we ca n . l e t u s s t and u~o n our f e e t , a nd 
l e t t e c o n t enan c e o f Gou shi ne n our fa ce ­
uncBr ta n a bou t our ays n 1~ 7 l , b t c e r t a i n 
about our 0o d . La o t - day - 1 ~ 7l s trai h t u 
b efor e t h e new year a nd s ay, u 0 or, n Thee 
h a ve tru s t ed; l e t me n e ver b e c o ounded .' 
And s I want to i ve ~ou us t a cr t u r a l cord 
to bind yo t o your uod - a t h r eef old cor , f o 
l t ha been said t hat t hr e e f ol c or d cannot e 
easi l y br oken . 
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The f l r s t par b o f th c or i s t ai s - Li v e 
by t'B:;i ±a fai th in liod. t .nr-o uxh J e su s Chr i s t . 
YU 1.A k now wh er-e t h i s e t a t emen t c ouie s f r o Ul : Paul 
sa id , II . li e l ov ed me and .save h i s e lf f or Ule . Th e 
l i f e t h at ~ ive , ~ ilii ve Jy f a i t h i t h e on of 
~od . h e n you c a n bec ome c i tiz en s, no t of t h e 
• O fae n t s , not o f the ours , no t o f t he d ays , no t 
of t h e no nt.n a , n u t of t h e year s, n o t o f t h e cen­
t ur e s , but c i t z en s of Et erni ty . Li v e by f ai t 
i n the ~o n o f VO d, a na t h e t er ro r s o f t i me wi l l 

o t e f f ec t you . 0h , how some men a re t er r i fied 
by t h e to - glo r ows . To t h em to -morros i s a terr or 
i t wh ' p s an~ sc ur6es them, h o l d s them over t h e 
c r a t er, a nd s hows t h em the p i t . O-illOrros may beJ 

ru i n ed , uur ch a r a ct e l' bone . II 1 c anno t f a ce i t ; 
r k now no t wha t it may bring drorth . a t a 
my s t er y it i s , t hi s fu tur e . Lt i s no t only t hat 
~od i s a y s t e ry , but yo u a r e a mystery , a nd a 
lJ1S s t ery t o yours e l f . Lif e by f a i th in the ~on 

o f lio u , a nd t h en a l l t .ni.n s a r e y our s . - t h in s 
a s t , t hin g s pr e sen t , a nd thi s t co me. 

h e s e cond t wist i n the cord t o make 19 71 
!:l. bet t er J ea r i s " Ca st a l l y our c a re upo n GOd. . 
Some f o lk - some o f us - har d ly l i k e t o fa c e t h e 
man y ca r e s . Ci Vi l i zatio n, i n stea d of eas ing t h e 
burde n o f c a r s , on l y i n crea s es it . hen e have 
o ther c a r e s ~ h ich truu bl e s - t h e difficul t e s , 
f r ins tance t h i s ~ues tionaol e ~ a r in Vietna m ­
t h e iff c u l, t i e s of rac e , the Chur ch , f a mily , t h 
mil i tan cy of o ur young ~eo ) le - conf l i c t between 
r ac e s , ag e s , c u l t ur a l roup L u s • .F an l y - t he oe 
hav e l way s b e en wi t h us i n ne form or a n t h er. 
50metime s i t s e ems tha t i f we dO n t s eek a ind 
of t em~ora ry e s c a p e , d r u 6 s , a l c oho l , or some 
o t her i nd o f man mad e e sc apes - death or b e t t er 
t he word aba nc o rune n t ; The mo s t beau:bif 1 t h i ng 
o ne c a n sa y a bo ut dea th i s aba 0 e t . ou {now 
no t h i ng about t h e state a f t e r d ea th , but you 
::"i v e y ouc e l f up : " L n t o 'llhy u a nd s ~ commend my 
sp i r i t . 1I Ana t h e mos t H Dftif'x l beau t f ul a c t 0 
o f l ife i s aba aonme nt i h to t e n a s of ~od . - ­
c a st i ng your c a r e u~u n God . i t i s t h e beaut i f u l 
aba ndo ~ent 0 e a t :, beca~s e , f nu i t hat t er 
ever las t ing arms a r e r ou d you, ana tha t your 
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,jo d [ a s not u e s e r t ed y o t, , it be c ome s li mat t er­
of ex p er- Le ric e , ana yo t, c. r e no t u f'r-u Lu "to tiE g o . 

h a t i s t h e illy U e mt..s t l e .en t o u i e . 
n ' l OW a no t h e r cord t oaKe i t s t r o ng ­

,uy t i mes a r e i n hy hands . Lo e s \Jo u k now wh a t 
wi l l h a .L.!lJe n t o ille t n i s u ex t ;year? 1 a t Ci qu e s > 
t i on - Gel't a :"n lJ ,-, 0 G. k now s , Lc e s h e hi ow .JIJl.R~ 

e v e r y 1 1 t t Le t .nLri - that wil l nCiyye r t u me t n i s 
n ew y enr ? ::i e s, e er -y t n Lng , '1'lle.ee L s no ya::: t 
o~ f~ t~ .!'e wi t h \Joo . here is anI) u n e t h i n g •• 
t h e Et ernaL 1" O W - , 1. am It ood llever says of 
h ill1~e lf , 1. wa s ana .L sha l l be. uO U i s II 1. a m. 1t 

h e i E t e E ter nal NO . h en (j i d " e bebin ? 
P I ' O lIl e v erl a t i ll. h en wi l l LIOU enc - v erla st i 

r om everla st ing t o ever las t in - ho~ art \Jod . 
De f o r e t h e or n i n stars sang t Oe, e t her . t is 

v e e t t o t h O k that - - T is liod - broL6ht me 
int o t h e wor l ' . a s e nand s nao.e me . ~ nos e h ea r t 

ed e e med me , sett l ed the time ~ en .L shuLld 
c orne rt o the wor Lo •• .l a lso a n t h im t u settle 
th e time wh e n .L 6 0 ou t , 

'l' ll i nh f'o r a moiuerrt - ow Je sus t lO U. h t of 
Uo~ . Did Je e~ E eVBEy s a~ to - morrow • . a t t e lve 
·w . He s a i,o - erea t ei- , I he same Lord no S 

sa Lo t o t h e t hief ClYlll£!, u t he Gros s It To a y 
t hou sna Lt b e v•.ith me n J:' a r a u l se . 


