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here is a who l es ome l e sson for us. e a re t o 
trust n o f uture, h owever p l e a s a nt; we are to 
dwell in no past, h o eve r h o noura b l e . i fe co n 
sist of a present, g i ven t o u s day by d ay; thi s 
is our whole wealth; souan d e r ed, i t c annot be 
recovered; neglected, it wi thers as a leaf . Titu s , 
the Homan Emperor. would s a y dm the ev e n Lng jwh e n 
he had ommitt ed his duti e s or fa i l ed in h i s p ur 
poses: 1\ I hav e lost a d a y ; ll ye s, tha t lost d a y 
is lost for ever; other d a ys may c ome , but no t 
that one; the duties of t h at day may be p er f or me d 
afterwards or by other hands, but still t he d ay 
is lost, because it p a s s e d away emp t y. Th e thief 
which cheats u s of our d a s , a nd b e g el' S u s o f 
our wealth, is t h e s pecious t h ought t ha t to-morrow 
b e l ongs to us. Th e ill u sion is a s Ol d as the wor ld 
but is to-day as fresh and p owerfu l as ever. . e 
have to s hake ourselves fre e o f a spell, and awake 
out of a dream, to see that wh e n to ~~row comes 
it is a l r e ady to-day. 

e only begin to l i v e in any tru e and satisdact· 
ory sen s e when we have learned to t a ke e a ch d y 
by itself, and to use it as if it wer e ou r la s t, 
and indeed as if it were our a ll ; d ismi ssing the 
thought o f t8-morrow a s a mer e p h a nto m wh i ch for 
ever evades our gr a s p . Li f e is a mosaic, a larg e 
work shaRing on the wall or i n t h e d ome of s ame 
vast c ath edral which ey e h a t h n o t et see ; a n 
i t can o n l y be effec t u a l l y wr ou ght if,. wi t h 
minu t e and .c o n c e n t r a t e d care, the little pi c 
of coloured g l a s s whicg we call o - d a y i s dul y 
f ixed into its bedding a nd f i tt e d exa ctl y to its 
i mmediate neigh bours •••. 



- 2 

Th e br e a t n e s s o f the mo s a i c i s d e t er miin ed
 
by t h e i ntensity of ea ch d a y s wor K•. and t h a t
 
i s why each .day is of su ch i mp orta nc e ; t h a t
 
is why e a ch d ay d emand s a l l our though t and
 
c are: e t e r n i t y i s mad e up of day s, a nd t h e
 
p r es en t da y is all of eternity t h a t we ca n
 
ever lJos s ess.
 

I t is we l l f o r us t h en each mor n i n g t o 
take the d ay f r e sh f r om God 's ha nds , and at 
o nc e to t h r ow our wh o l e s ou l into i t , and t o 
live it with a p u r e i ntens ity, a sense of 
s o l emn a~d j oy f u l r esponsibili ty . ~ So me 
might consid e r l i v i ng d ay by day a s a contra
d ic t i on . The con t r a d a l c tio n be i n g tha t mo s t 
wor t hy wor ks as t he l a bour o f y ea r s ; a n 
arc hite~t l ay s hi s p l a n s fo r a gr ea t bu i l d i ng 
wh i ch h e c an h a r d l y h op e t o see f i ni sh ed i n 
h i s own lifet ime ; a n fiu t nor spends. d ay sand 
mo n t h s a nd y e a r s i n t h e pr epara t o n of mat e rial s 
and mu s t d ep e nQ o n t h e unc er ta inti~ future 
fo r a t i me t o shap e t h em i n t o a book; a s t a t e s
man , i n prop or t i on a s h e is wis e , a vo ids h at 
i s ca l l ed a hand- t o- mou t h p o l i c , and la s h i 
~la ns wi t h h i s eye o n di s t a n t possibiliti s , we l l 
k nowing that his i @ned i a t e ac t i ons ar e lia bl e 
to mi sund e r s t and i ng, a nd may pro v e t o be a. com
plete fa ilur e unle s s t he opp or t u n i t y i s ac c or ded 
h i m of real i s i ng h i s f a r - r ea ch ing s ch erne .B. s . And , 
in the s ame ay , y ou t h i s s p ent i n e " c a t i on 
wh i ch d e r i v e s all its valu e f rom t h e expe c te 
y ear s of manhood , and all the d ay s 0 a go oa. 
life a r e n e c es s a r y a p r epar a t i on for t h a t h i ch 
is to come af t er:. we mu s t s t u dy i n ord e r ±}], t h a t 
we may t eac h ; we mus t t r a in o u r se lves fo r dut i e s . 
which will c o me up on us , as we may r-ea s o na bl e 
s up p o se, i n some dis tan t uture . Ye t our t o 
mor row is unknown ; we a r e not t o boa st our s elve s 
of i t ; we c a nn o t t e l l wh a t a d ay may br ing f or t h , 
a n d mus t t he ref or e liv e o nly t o br i ng f o r t h , 
and mu s t t h e r efore liv e ~nly i n to-d ay. 
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rlow t he s ol~ti o n o f t h i s a i f f i cu l t y l e a d a
 
us t o one of t h e pro f ou nd es t of a l l spiri t a l
 
tr t h s • .it is t h i s :. No l ife can b e wor t h a ny 

t hing at alL ap a r t f r om the ~t ernal u od , a nd
 
f aith in Hi m•. Life ca n no t b e r ea l l y lived if
 
i t is mer e l y a measure of s l i d i ng s and ta e n
 
f rom u nd er the f e e t of y ea r s. 0u r swift a ay s
 
cannot be eff e c t ually ana wi s e l y usee un les a
 
we a r e l i n ed to Hi m who embr a c es, i n Himself
 
the pa s t , the pr e sent and the f u t u r e . Ou r
 
wor k" wh a t e ver i t ma y b e, canno t be rightly
 
d one unle ss we are , and Know ourselves to be ,
 
in t he g r ea t Ta a k emas t e r 1s sight . The proper
 
us e o f each d ay c a n o n l y be mad e if we a re
 
conf i d ent t h a t our times are in His hand ;
 
only in thi s quie t as s ur a nc e can we hav e com

p o sur e and d e t a ch men t o f sp i r i t u a l strength
 

, enough to give our Who l e str emgt h to the d ty 
in h a nd . ~~· e mus t be sur e t n a t t he Mas ter Ar t i .s t 
knows t he who l e ~osai c. a nd i s ordering a l l th e 
p a r t s " b ef or e we can s ur r end er our s elv es t o t he 
task of putting t o9d ay ' s pi ece i n to place . e 
must ha v e comp l e t e f a ith i n t he chitec t h o is 
d e s i g n i ng the wh o l e str u c tur e , b efor e we can 
h a v e ou r mind s t l i e sur e from it s e l f to Chip 
our b l o ck o f s t o n e or to c a rv e our tiny p a r t . 

Examin e t th e c o nd i tio n o f t hes e r e s t l e s s 
huma n h ea r t s a l l around us wi t h ou t God . Th ey 
are t o iling for t o- mor r ow. He r e i s on e mak i n g 
money " as it is call ed; h e i s l oo k i ng f owa r d 
to l aying asid e s o many tho u s and s of do l l ar s 
thi s year; i n a f ew mor e y ear s h e hop e s t o 
realise a r o u nd s um wh i ch wi l l relieve him 
fro m th e nece s s t y of t oi l and o f f ur ther mone 
ma k i p g . t l a st he reach e s h i s r op o s ed goa l . 
He d i s c o v er s t h a t h e cannot s tay t h e r e ov erni t 
a t t h e de s i r ed g oal ; h e i s o f f g efo r e illor nin 
al l t h e s t r a i n and t h e f ret mms t be f ac ed o ~ er 

again •. 
but " o n t h e o t h er hand , h er e is one Wh o 

bo a s t s h imsel f i n liod . "Lord i t elongs n ot t o 
my care . 1t In the l a n gu a g e o f t h e sp r i t,, " 

h e t h er d i e or live; T l o v e a nd aer v Thee
 
is my share, nd t h a t Thy g r a c e must give . ~
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Th e fi r st thing that str i k es you in him is 
h is erf e c t peace. Hi s mind is stay eu on God . 
The f u t ure has no terrors fo r h i m, n OE has in 
j oy s . ~od is a l l in all t o Him, and vo d i s h i s 
p ow. His treasure is in p o s s e s s ion , a nd mo t h 
an r u s t do not corrup t i t , nor c a n t.h.L ev as 
break t h ro gb or steal .. ..L. l i ke t h e words o f Jo b 
when he b e c ame convinced - \I Th e lLord g i v en t h e 
Lo r d has taken away, b l es s ed b e t h e name o f ' t h e 
Lor d . It 

'l'he S e c on d th i ng wh i ch s t r ikes us in t n o s e 
who have learned to ma ke t heir boas t i n God . 
rather than in the mor r ow is t h e s ervice which 
they render to t h e i r f el l ows. Th is i s E~ no t 
only because t h ey ar e a ble t o turn t h e ir u nd i v i ded 
attention to the duty wh i ch li e s ne a~ e s t and t o 
do with all the i r hea r t B wha t th e i r hand ' f i nd s to 
do, but the very sp i r it o f s eren i t y i n wh i ch t h ey 
live is a cons t ant he l p and ol e ssin g to al l wg o 
are around the m. lt ma y h a v e b e en i v en t o you 
to come into contact wi th s u ch a SOUl ; i n h i s 
presence your restle s ness di es away , it s e ems 
as if your burning brow had be en t ouvh ed wi th a 
soothi n g hand; p e .rhap s it wi th ha l f - op en eyes 
you were treading the bo r d e r lane d i m - t ixt 
vice and v rr ture" arid t h a t qu i e t spirit s e emed 
like ~ clear sh a f t of the d awn re e a l i ng wh e re 
you trod; perhaps you were heart~brok en wi th 
a grea t sorrow, a nd the r esfulnes s and confid enc e 
of that strong soul gave y ou co n s o l u a t i on , hope 
broke into yo~r heart a nd j oy ga v e you ac t u a l 
and conscious oon t ac t wi th God •. 

The last f e a t ur e o f t nis t r u e sp i r i t u a l life. 
It h a s the honour of its own, t hou gh it i s n o t an 
ea r t hly honour; it h a s a reward, t h ou gh it i s n o t 
a material reward. 1I whos o keep e t h t h e fig tr e e 
shall eat the fDuit there~f, a n d he t h a t . i t e t h 
on his mas ter eats of t h e h onour. 1I 'h Lnk ot;, t h e 
Christ ian life under thi s s i mp l e f i gur ; it is 
like the c a r ef u l cuL t Lv a t Lo tn, o f t h e f rui t t r e e •. 
J esus sa i d - he is t h e v i n e. Our s o l e concer n i s 
t o k e ep in touch with Hi m. t o s it a t His f e e t 
t o wa t ch for Hi s fruit. t o see t h a t rno o t h er 
conc er n distru bs t h e qui e t r e l a t i o of p e r fe c t 
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loy a lt y a nd bevot i on t o Him. Al l we ha v e t o 
d o i s t o ke ep t he fig t r e e . ~e h a v e no r e sp on
s i bi l i t s for · t h e f rui t, f o r n o fru i t b ea ring 
p ower li e s i n u s . ~o w h en we a bi d e i n t his 
co n c en t ra t ea a n d wh o le h ea r t ed d ev o ~ i o n t o 
our Lila s t e r - - h en f o r us t o l i v e i s hri st, 
t hen h o no ur co me s t o us u rlsouoht , bu t not 
u nweLcorned , ~~ilen our h e ar t s hav e l e a r n ed 
to hank er onl y a f t e r Hod ' s wi l l , t o d e s i re 
only Gh r i s t ' s v i c tor y , t h ey may boas t t h ems e l v e s 
e v en o f t o - mpr row j fo r t o-mor r ow !lolds i n its 
bo som a s a s s u r ance o f bles sing and joy . 
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