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A j ou rney t h r ough the Bi bl i ca l ga ll ey of 
women , Ru t h , Es t hE r , Raha b , artha , Mary ,De Jilah , 
Pb i ga i l , qebe kah , Rac hel , and t hes e name s a re 
j ust a f ew. wha t a gre at th ing i t wo u ld be if 
W~ c ou l d padnt . ~ c om~ o s it e p i c t ur e whi ch would 
un ite t he f a stina tlon of Del ila h , t he deci sion 
of Ruth , the be a uty o f Rachae l , the eloquence of 
Abig a il , t he e f f ic i ency of .a r t ha , and the p i ou s 
medit ation of a r y . 

ortunately , we have but to turn to th e la s t 
chapte r of th p book of Pr ove rbs . Her e we hav e 
the word s th at Kink Lemuel l ea rned f rom his 
mothe r , wa r n i n g h im a gainst th € i n t empe r a te u se 
of s t r on g drink , and bec om in g a ~soc iat e d w~h r~

C t h c wr on g k ind of women . The book c omes cf'''fi''''.{h s 
~~~ wi t h a hymn of praise - f ami l i a r t o ~very Bi b l 

~~tuden t - t hp I d ea l Woman . We c anno t b ~ sur e bu t 
pe rhaps t he wr i t te r was de s c rib in g hi s own Mothe r 
Many a p er s on woman o r man wou ld t hi nk of hi s or 
hp r own mo th t r a s on e read s th is i mmor t al pa s s 
age . 

The Kin g f or t h e que s t i on of th eanswer s me 
s u9Ject: "Wh a t ' s a Mothe r 7" 

( \~~ llTh e se ar e t he wpl l known c har ac ter i stics 
\- ~ I &h"e l ooke t h well t o t h e ay s of h r h ouseho ld . " 
, and ea t he t h n o t t he b re ~d of id l eness . The br ead 

of i dl n e s s - upon whi ch s o m- ny wom'n - nd men 
fe ed , The br ea d of i d~e ness i s t he ou rce 0 much 
weakn e s s and ev il in l i fe t oday . h ri se of un
p.mp l oym~n t amon g min o ri tie s i s a tr ubllng fa c t 
of our gen e rat i on . Someon e ha s def ined a popular 
pe r ve rs i on of Chri ti an ity as " imagin ation wor k 
i n g on I d Len e s s ; " But in describing t hi s i ndust 
tr i ou s rno hEr of Pr over bs - "he re i s a woman 
who s e candl go eth no t out by n i gh t " he burn
ing c andle i s a symbol of t h sac r if i c ia l l i f e 
of a good mo t her . I c op i ed th is de scr i pt ion 0 
a f aithful wif e f r om Ge or ge E i i ot 's Cle ric a l 
St ud i e s , " Mrs Barton c ar ried up-s t a i r s t he 
rema i nd e r of h er he a p o f s tocki n gs , and laid 
t h em on a t able c l os e t o he r be ds i de , whe r e sh e 
al so plac ed a warm shaw1i , remov ! 9 he r c nd le 



·::--:;- Tad ay h . 
a c hi l J o t wo~a n . a n3 men c an g Iv e h i rt h t o 
. o ~ t XXX~~K S . bu t ot h ~ r ~ c a n no t and 

- 0:::- y. t b e b t t e r - rno t h e r s r>nd ta t he r s , 

be are s h e pu t it ou t , to a t i n s ocke t f i xed 
at th e he a d o r he r be d •• . . • . Gu t a bou t ha l f 
~ a s t 1 iv e i n t h e mo rn i ng , i f t h Er e wer e any 
an ge ls' wat c h i n g r ou nd he r bed - an d angel s 
~ ig ht be gl ad of s uc h an of fice - t h ey s aw 
Mrs . Bar L ~n r i se u p qu i e tly , c av efu ! n o t t o 
d i sturb he r slumbe r ing u s band , l ight her 
c and le , p r op he r s e l f up r i gh t wi t h t he p i l l ows , 
Lnr ow th e wa rm shawl r oun d h €f shou ld e r s , an d 
renew he r at tac k on th e he ap of und a r ne d s toc k
i n qs i I am c er t a i n i t i s no t a l ways t r ue bu t " 

daugh te r s a ne s up po s e t o l earn f r om mot her s and 
s on s from f a the r s . By precept and prec ept mean s 
a mct.ho d of i n s t tr uc t i on - " l e arn by pr ec e pt 
an d e xamp l e ) exampl e me an s - a t hi ng i l lus tr a e 
t ed ." Good woman c an b « a ba d mot hr r - good man -

How many of y ou today c an r empmber n ow y our 
mot h er rose be fore i t wa s ay an d had bre akf ast 
f( ady o r t h pm a s t h ~y s ta r te d on thr battl e of 
a n ew day . Al l ow me La i ns ert a pe r s onal n o t e : 
You c an no t imagi ne how s u r ~ r i s e d I wa s t o d is 
c ov e r t ha t Mrs . ~~ c ks on d i d no t eat br e ak f a s t . 
Mothe r Jacks on cal le d us t o br e a kf a s t - I wou l d 
que s s th a t s o many c hil dr en that c om t o s choo l 
t od ay c omE f r om h omes whe r e br e a kf a s t i s n ot 
served . olut ion: I le arned to cook br eakfas t . 
I hav e a vi vid p i c t u r e of a mi nis teri a l frie nd 
" WhEn I consulte d wi t h him a bou t t h i s b r e akf a st 
s i t ua t i on - h e t old me h e got even lith h i s wi f e 
He s t o rJ e d e a ti n g br e akfs t t . " Th i s moth e r o f 
Pr ov e r bs : " She r i s et h whi l e i t i s y e t n i gh t . " 

Wh a t ' s a mot her - t h e ideal mot h r i s loyal 
t o her h us ban d and to he r c hi l dren . ro verbs 
s ay s , " Th e heart of he r hu s ban d oa t h s a ely 
trust in h ~r •• She wil l do h i m good 2n d not 
e v i l a ll th e d ay s of he r li fe ." Such l oyalty 
brings t h e r ewa r d of hav i n g h _r hus ba nd - kn own 
i n t h e gates . f aithful i n a l l good t hi ngs , Sh e 
wi l l do hi m good a l l th days of her l i fe . Not 
Just a r omant i c fla sh a t t h p be g i n n i ng of th ei r 
rel ationa sh i p j but , clear down t o th e v e ry end . 
a love t ha t n ev er t ires . Not h i n g c an s ur pa s s 
t h e l oy a l t y o f a goo d wife or moth ~r . I c an 
remembe r a mother - amon g many i n a church I 
s erved . Wh en h e r daught e r was Ju s t li ttl e 

- -----------~ 
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h i lJ - I c an no t help but say - s h ~ was i n de e d 
an ~ c hi l d - but the moth er 00rked on that 
d a ug~ter . I was away fr om Greenw~ch a bou t s i x 
o r se v . year s - Tha t mothpr had worked a mi r 
acl r. . s he had j on e s ome Lhin g t o the ha i r that 
hn o t t e d , o il _ had 3moothed h r r ough and c o l o r 
less s k in , good tra in ing had p rod uc ed grace and 
manne rs , good sp l ~ c t i on had gi ven th ~ r ight 
c olors t o fa vour hcr dark br own compl pct l on , 
and th ~ f in r s l i n g i n g voic e she ha d as a tal ent 
tna t r 2 in ing dev e l oped s rro unded by s uc h an 
atmosph e r e - ~ h e was com (- t i t i n g for a sc ho l a r 
sh ip t o study i i Fr a nc e - Moth ~ r 's loyal ity ha d 
worked a mi racl e . 

SompL ime s women ar e s ac ri fic a l and sel fi-d en y 
i ng a t h om e with t h ir f amil ie s , but outside t he 
of t hE hom. ar e difficu l t and u nf e e li n g . Bu t 
Pr ove r s s ay s th is woman st re t ch ed forth he r 
h an d s t o th e ne dy . She was l ik Dor ca s of whom 
we re ad i n the Book of Ac t , and whom Pet Er 
r a i s ed fro m t he d e a d l' Th Ls woman wa s f ull of c 

good work s and a I ms d e e ds wh ich sh e d i d . II . hen 
Pe t e r came t o h er home a t Jopp a , h e f oun d a ll thE 
wi dows mour ning over h er , an d t h ey show ed him t h E 
coa t s and garme n ts hich Dorca s made while sheII 

wa s with t hem - eminds me of Mrs . Ben ne t t . 
~h a t s A o t her - One ha s th p law of k indnes~ 

on h e r t on gue .1! In h i s famous descr iption of the 
t on gue , J ame s ca l l s i t a worl d of I n l qu t ty ; " I I 

whi c h I! se t te th on f i r e t he course of na t ur e ; and 
it is se ton the fire of hell ." Knowin g how to 
speak kindl y - I on l y kn ow a f ew men tha t can 
ou t t a l k a woman - th i s woman do e s not pa s s a l on ~ 

a i l l r ep or t . Doe s not impu e wrong mot i v e s , and 
d oe s not rejoice i n ones downfall . She pr ai se 
whq r e p a i s e is pos _ i b l e ; and wher it is not 
pos s i b l e - s h e keep s s i l nt . 

Wh a t s a Mo th e r - A women tha t f e are t h th e 
Lor d , sh e sh a ll be p r a i s ed . " Wa s s h e be a ut i f u l 
No t h i n g i s s aid ab ou t b e a u t y . Jha t i s emphas i ed 

h~ r e i s ano thE r kind of be a u t y - b a uty of sou l . 
Str Ength an d hono r a re t hi s woma n ' s clot i n g. 
Bod i l y beau t y c an be vain and dec e it f u l . I t may 
bec ome t he a l ly an ag ent of pv i l and t emp a t i on 
and Ev en wh Er e it is t i e d and uni te d wi t h a 
bea utyful s ou l it i s bound t o fade and van ish 
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es pite al l the creams , s o a p s , a nd a l l the 

help s o f t he be a u t y pa r l or . But th r bea ut y 
o f th ~ · soul n pv pr fades , and n eVEr I vads astray 
o r d ec e i v e s 

Be f or e I c l os e th e me ssa ge on th e J Is t� 
c h a ~t (r of Pr ov e r bs . All ow me Lo a t t e mp t a� 

AIT b r i e f p ara ph ra s e o f t h is hymn . Vir tuous 
woman , who c an f i n d Bu t the wo r d l y woman 

you c an I in anyw h e r e tod ay . She ri s eth wh i l e 
it i s night to en ga ge i n h rr labors for the 
family - bu t th e wo rd ly woman ri se t h s omet i me 
before n oon . The c ~ndl e of th e vi st uou s woman 
go e t h not out by night , bu t t he candle of the 
wo r d l y woman goeth n ot ou t by n i gh t a s t he f am
i l y l eaves th e light s o she c an co m€ in . Th e 
wo r d ly ~ oman o p n eth her mou t h with f o l l y , a nd 
on he r t ongue is t h e l aw o f go ss i p . 

Wha t s A Mo t her . A mot h €r i s a woman whoes 
in l uenc e ab i d e s from gene r t i on t o gene ration , 
a nd her c hild r fn ri se u p and c al l he r b le ss e d . 
Thr: u p lift i ng , p res e r v i n g , wa r n i n g , s anc tify ing , 
pur i fy in g , and c omf ort in g influ ence o f a godly 
mot h ~r i s on ~ of t h most powerful forces t h a t 
wo rk up on t he s ou l of man . We l l c oul Pau l ap p
eal t o T i mothy by thE faith an d l ov e o f hi s 
mo t her Eunic e" a nd hi s q r sdmo t h r r- Lo t s , Th o r e 
i s no more p ow ~ rf u l , high~r, s t r on ge r , mo r e up 
lifting , a nd mor ~ a b id i ng infl uence in th ~ l ife 
of t h ch ild th en t h a t f a good mother . 

Wh en I re -read t h i s 31st c ha pter - I was 
comp a ri n g each charac teristic wi t h my mother 
perhaps becaus e th i s an c ien t sketch was written 
be f or e Chr i st came •• it le ft a n impor taat c harac 
tE r i s t i c out • • I wou l d a dd - as I s peak of my 
moth ~r .• A mother who h a s bowe d at th e Cross , 
a mot he r who loves th chu rch whIch Chr Ist loved 
and for which h e shed h i s p r ec i o u s b l ood . A 
mother who se Et e r na l lover i s th e Lord Je sus 
Chr ist - ? nd th pre th writter could say is the 
Ideal Chri st ian Mother • • 


