
FO -WIVING.� 

I F THI NE ElffiMY BE HUNGhY, G V H l'u BrtEAD TO 
EAT , AND IF HE BE THlHSTY GI VE H ivL ATEh TO 
Dl\1NK:, .FOH THOU SHALL. HEAP COALS OF F litE 
UPO N HIS HEAD, lID THE LOtill HALL .tiEV~ A11D THh"'R. 

Proverbs 25:. 21 , 22 •. 

There is no subj ect on wh i ch th e teaching of 
the Proverbs more strickingly ant i c i p a tes the 
morality of t h e New Te s t ment t h a n t h a t of f or
givenes s •.•• to our enemi e s. Our Lord J e su s 
Christ could t a k e s ome of the s e say i ngs and 
inc orporate them unch a nged lut o t h e l a w of Hi s 
Ki ngdom, for i nd e ed it i s~~s s ibl e t o s u r pa s s 
the power and bea u t y and tru t h of the command 
to feed tho se who hav e i n j u r e d u s if they a~a 

hungry, to gi v e them drink wh en they a r e thirs ty, 
and in this Divine wa y t o k i nd l e i n them r epen
tance for t h e i n j ury wh i ch t h ey h a ve d one . Th i s 
is the high- wat er mark of mor al excellence •. LO 

bet ter sta te can be desired •. ~h en a huma n s p i r i t 
is h a bitu a l Ly in this t end e r and for giving mOOd, 
it is already u n i t e d with the a ther of spirits, 
and lives. 

It is unnecessary to p o i n t out that even the 
saints of the Old Testament fall short of the 
lofty standard w~ich is here set before ys. The 
Psalmmst, for exampLe, is t hinking of coals of 
a quite different sort when he ex claims, It ~\s 

for the head of t hose t hat compass me a bout, 
let the mischief of their own l i p s cover them, 
Let burning coals fa l l upon them, let t h em be 
cast into the fire; into e ep pits that they 
rise not up again." 

It needs no proof that forgiveness is better 
than I' evenge. ~" e a l l know that:. 

h e v e nge , at f i rst tho ugh sweet. 
13itter ere long back o n i t s elf recoils •. 

'e all know that the i mmediat e eff ect of for
giv e nes s or forgilling our en emy is a ~Xmw . 

sweet flow of tenderness i n t he soul, which 
supasses in delight all the i ma gin ed ' oy s of 
vindictiveness; . and that t h e next effect is to 
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soften and win the foe himself; the scornful 
look relents, t h e tears of passion g i v e p l a c e 
to those of peni t ence, the moved he&rt is e a ger 
to make amends. ~~ e all know that nothing mor e 
p ower f u l affects our fellow-men that t he exhibi
tion of this placable temper. ~ie a ll know that 
in forgiAiving we share God's p r e r oga t i v e , and 
come into harmony with His Spirit. 

Yet here is the melancholy fa c t that n o t 
withstanding t his pro v e r bial t r u t h , t aken up 
into the teaching o f our Sa v i our , a nd echo e d 
in the writtings of Hi s postl e s, e v en in a 
Christian socie t y, f or6iv enes s i s a lmos t as 
rare as it wa s i n t h e day s o f h i n g o l o men . 
~en are n o t a s h amea --- even p r ofe s s i ng Chr i s t 
ians are n o t a sh amed -- to s ay a bo t the i r 
enemies," I will do s o to him as he has d on e 
to me~ ~ will render to t h e man a c co r d i n g to his 
work. • e even h a ve a lurking a d mira t i o n f or 
such retaliatory conduct, cal l ing it spirited, 
and we still are incline to condemn one who 
acts on the Christly pr inciple a s weak or 
visionary. Still t h e old bad del i ght in seeing 
evil fallon the head of our enemies glows EXX . in 
our hearts; s ti l l the act of vengeance is per
formed, the b itter retort is g i v en , the abu s i v e 
letter is written, with the old sense of unha l l 
owed pride and triumph. .l'.la nkind needs a power 
~ich can successfull~ contend against the storm 
of passion and self-will, in those terrible mo
ments when all the calm lights of reason are 
qu enched by t he blinding surf of passion, and 
all the gentle voices of goodn e s s are drowned 
by its roaring waves. 

Sometimes we hear it said that the mor a l 
t ea chingBo of Christ 'is not original, but that 
all His precepts may be found in t h e wor d s and 
writtings of ancient s a es , and Hi s t e a ching 
aboun forgl~enes s is a n t i c i p a t ed by the proverbs. 
Yet, Christ claim does not rest upon Hi s teaching, 
but upon the Divine a nd supernatural p ower wh i ch 
Christ has at His command to ca rry out Hi s doct
rines •• To know right - To kn ow tha t we should 
forgive does no t mean we wi l l for i v e . 
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Chr i s t giv e~ us power - the p ower of Chris t� 
t h e fo u n tain of living wa ters op en ed in h ea r t s� 
the grafting of the wi the r i ng or a n ch e s up on� 
a living sto ck, t h e indwelling o f Ch r i s t Hi m�
s e l f , as the s~ring and principle of e v ery holy� 
action, and the effectual restraint on all our� 
ungovernable pas s ions ••.� 

Th e teaching of Chr i s t pr e s en t s f or the 
practive of a for g i v i ng d i syo si tio n . He alwa y s 
bases the du t y of for ~iv ene s s on t h e n eed which 
we have of GO d ' S fo r g i v en e s s: He t ea 6h e s us to 
pray, II l"orgive u s our t res p a s se s , as we f or g ive 
them that t resp a ss a ga i n s t u s ; " a nd g a i n i n t h e 
story of the u nmer c i f u l ser va nt, who demand ed 
the full pay nent from his f e l l ow- s er v a n t j u st 
when his lord h a d p itifull y r emi t ted h i s own 
debt, He tells us that forgi v en ess of our 
enemy is an indispensable condition of our 
being forgiven by God. " His lor d was wr o t h , 
and deliwered him to t h e tor menters, till he 
should pay a l l that was du e . So shall also 
My Heavenly Father do un t o you, i f ye forgive 
not one his brother from your h earts. 

·h i ch of us wou l d dare to cherish the b i t t e r 
thought, or proceed wi t h our pla n of vengeance, 
if we remembered and r ealis ed that our own 
vindictiveness would make our own p a r d o m at 
the hands pf Uod impossible. 

The first and mo s t radical result of the ~ ew 

Bir t h is that God t a k e s t h e place wh i ch Self 
has occupied. Consequently, all the emotions 
a nd c ompa s s Lone which ar stimula t e by s e Lf'<Lo v e 
giv e pla~ e to thos e wh i ch a r e s t i mula t e d by the 
love of God. UOd's w~ys o f r ega r ding men , God ' s 
feelings toward s me n , God ' s y ear n i n gx over men , 
GOd~apity towar ds men , flow i nto the changed 
heart, and so preoc cupy it that resent ement, 
hatred, and malace ar e a sh ed out l i k e d r e g s 
f r om a cup wh i ch is r i n s e d und er running wa t e r . 

This Chr i s t l i k e c ondu c t i s on e of t h e mo s t� 
b ea u t i f u l t races of God ' s 1 kenes s , in even� 
bad men, a cha r a c t e r i s t i c t o whi ch there is no� 
parallel i n tbe a n i ma l cre ation, t hat though� 
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p a s s i on a waK e s pas s i on, wrath w a~ th , and 
v eng e a n c e r e venge - s o that s a vages a nd 
ting O Q ~ y men pass t h e i r who le l i v e s in an 
unbroken series of blood feud s, t he hid eous 
r etaliation bandied from t r ibe to tribe and 
from man to man, g ener a t i o n afi t er generation, 
the spirit of meekness, pr oc e ed i ng no t f r om 
cow ardice, bu t f rom lov e, a i sarms p a s sion " 
sothes wrath, and c h a nges venge a n c e into 
reconcil i ation. 

but i f you h a v e ever by t h e s we e t spirit of 
Christ so ma s t e e d your n a t u r a l i mp u l s e as t o 
return g ood f o r ev i l l ov i ng l y a nd who l e-hear t 
edly, a n d if y o u h a v e seen t he r e g e n era t in 
effect i n the beaut iful s ub j u ga t ion of TOur 
foe and his transforl~ t i on i n t o a f ri e nd , it 
is not n e c e s s a r y to say much of t he reward 
which God has i n stor e for you. 

~h e highest ~ eward tha t God can i ve t o 
his creatures i s to make them varta k e rs of 
His nature as He h s made in Hi s own image. 
~h e n we sh a r e i n a ivine a t t r i bu t e we enter 
so far into the Di vine bl iss; a nd in vropor
tion as this attribu t e s e ems r emoved from our 
uo rmnon h uma n nature, our s ~irit must exult to 
find that it has b e en really approp r a t ed . 
The pul se of the Di v i n e h e a r t ~ x beats in 
him; the tides of Div i n e life flow t h rou gh 
h i m. He is l ike God - uod who oppose s to man's 
i ng ra t i t u d e the o cean of i s p rdon ing love, 
he is consc ious of that 'h i ch i s the fountain 
of jay in the Divine o e ing; surely a man mus t 
be satisf"ed when he awakes i n aod's likeness. 
And that satisfac t i on co mes to everyone wh o 
has heaped coals o f f ire on h is e n emy's head 
by feeding him in h is hunger, a nd i v i ng h i m 
water when atnirst. ay n t , lI 1 will do so to 
him as he h as done to me, I wi l l r ender to the 
man according to his wor . " .Love your enemies, 
pray for t hem wh i ch d i s i t e f u l lJ use you. 
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