FORGIVING.

IF THINE ENEWY BE HUNGKY, GIVE HIM bBoEAD TO

EAT, AND IF HE BE THIKSTY GLVE HLu WATEx TO

DHiNK: FOR THOU SHALL HEAP COALS OF FIHE

UPON HIS HEAD, aND THE LOxD SHALL HEWAKD THEE.
Proverbs 256: 21,2L..

There 1s no subject on which the teaching of
the Proverbs more strickingly anticipates the
morality of the New Testament than that of for-
giveness... to our enemies. Our Lord Jesus
Christ could take some of these saylngs and
incorporate them unchanged into the law of His
Kingdom, for indeed 1t is?B ssible to surpass
the power and beauty and truth of the command
to feed those who have injured us 1f they are
hungry, to gilve them drink when they are thirsty,
and in this Divine way to kindle in them repen-
tance for the injury which they have done. This
1s the high~water mark of moral excellence. No
better state can be desilred, When a humen spirlt
is habitually in thls tender and forgiving mood,
it 1s alresady united with the Father of spirits,
and lives.,

It is unnecessary to poibt out that even the
salnts of the 0ld Testament fall short of the
lofty standard whilch is here set before ws. The
Psalmbst, for example, 1is thninking of coals of
a quite different sort when he exclaims, " 4s
for the head of those that compass me about,
let the mischief of their own lips cover them,
Let burning cosls fall upon them, let them be
cast into the fire; 1into deep pilts that they
rise not up again."

It needs no proof phat forgiveness is better
than revenge. Wwe all know that.:.

Hevenge, at first though sweet.

Bitter ere long back on itself recoils.

We all know that the immedlate effect of for-
glveness or forglming our enemy 1s a Limw.
sweet flow of tenderness in the soul, which
supasses in delight all the imagined joys of
vindictiveness; and that the next effect is to
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soften and win the foe himself; the scornful
look relents, the tears of passlon give place

to those of penitence, the moved heart is eager
to make amends. We all know that nothing more
powerful affects our fellow-men that the exhlbi-
tion of this placable temper. We all know that
in forgimiving we share God's prerogative, and
come into harmony with His Spirit.

Yet here is the melancholy fact that not-
withstanding this proverbial truth, taken up
into the teaching of our Saviour, and echoed
in the writtings of His Apostles, even in a
Christian society, forgiveness 1s almost as
rare as it was in the days of bning Solomen.
men are not ashesmea --~ even proressing Christ-
ians are not ashamed -~ to say about theilr
enenies," L will do so to him as he has done
to me, 1 will render to the man according to his
worﬁ.ﬁ ke even have a lurking admiration for
such retaliatory conduct, calllng it spirited,
and we still are inclined to condemn one who
acts on the Christly princliple as weak or
visionary. Still the old bad delight in seelng
evil fall on the head of our enemles glows mXE in
our hearts; still the act of vengeance is per-
formed, the bitter retort 1is given, the abusive
letter is written, with the old sense of unhall-
owed pride and triumph. wmankind needs a power
ghich can successfully contend against the storm
of passion and self-will, 1n those terrible mo-
ments when all the calm lights of reason are
gquenched by the blinding surf of passion, and
all the gentle voices of goodness are drowned
by its roaring waves.

Sometlmes we hear it salid that the moral
teachingzo of Christ'is not original, but that
all His precepts may be found in the words and
writtings of ancient sages, and Hls teaching
about forglveness is anticipated by the proverbs.
Yet, Christ clalm does not rest upon His tesching,
but upon the Divine and supernatural power which
Christ has at His command to carry out His doct-
rines.. To know right - To know that we should
forgive does not mean we will forgive.
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Christ gives us power - the power of Christ

the fountain of living waters opened in hearts
the grafting of the withering branches upon

a living stock, the indwelling of Christ Him-
self, as the spring and principle of every holy
action, and the effectual restraint on all our
ungovernable passions...

The teaching of Christ presents for the
practive of a forgilving disposition. He always
bases the duty of forgiveness on the need which
we have of God's forgiveness: He teashes us to
pray," Forglve us our trespasses, as we forgive
them that trespass against us;" and gain in the
story of the unmerciful servans, who demanded
the full paywment from his fellow-servant just
when his lord had pitifully remitted his own
debt, fde tells us that forgiveness of our
enemy is an indispensable condition of our
being forgiven by God. " His lord was wroth,
and deliwered him to the tormenters, till he
should pay 21l that was due. So shall also
uy Heavenly Father do unto you, if ye forgive
not one his brother from your hearts.

linich of us waeuld dare to cherish the bitter
thought, or proceed with our plan of vengeance,
if we remembered and reallsed that our own
vindictiveness would make our own pardom at
the hands pf God impossible,

The first and most radicel result of the New
Birth is that God takes the place which Self
has occupled. Consequently, all the emotions
and compassions which are stimulated by self-love
glve plage to those which are stimilated by the
love of God. God's ways of regarding men, God's
feelings towards men, God's yearnlngzs over men,
God&s pity towards men, flow lnto the changed
heart, and so preoccupy it that resentement,
hatred, and malace are wasned out like dregs
from a cup which 1s rinsed under running water.

This Christlike conduct 1s one of the most
beautiful traces of God's likeness, in even
bad men, a chearacterlistic to which there is no
parallel in the animal creation, that though
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passion awakes passlon, wreth werth, and
vengeance revenge - s0 that saveges and

ungodly wmen pass thelr whole lives 1n an
unbroken series of blood feuds, the hiceous
resaliation bandied from tribe to tribe and
frok man to man, generation afiter generation,
the spirit of meekness, proceeding not from
cowardice, but from love, dlsarms passion,,
sothes wrath, and changes vengeance into
reconciliaticon,

but if you have ever by the sweet spirit of
Christ so mastered your natural impulse as to
return good for evil lovingly and whole-heart-
edly, and if you have seen thne regenerating
effect 1n the beautiful subjugation of your
foe and his transformstion into a friend, 1t
is not necessary to say much of the reward
which God has in store for youe.

The highest reward that God can give to
Hls creatures is to make them partakers of
His nature as Le has made 1n His own image.
When we share in a Uivine attribute we enter
so far into the Divine bliss; and in propor-
ftion as this attribute seems removed from our
vommon humen nature, our spirit must exult to
find that it has been really appropriated.

The pulse of the Divine heart Lfimws beats 1n
him; the tides of Divine life flow through
him., He is llke God =~ God who opposes to man's
ingretitude the ocean of Hls pardoning love,
he 1s conscious of that which 1s the fountain
of joy in the Divine belng; surely a man must
be satisfied when he awakes 1n Bod's likeness.
And that satisfactlion comes to every one who
has heaped coals of fire on his enemy's head
by feeding him in his hunger, ana giving him
water when athirst. Say not," 1 will do so to
him as he has done to me, L will render to the
man accordling to his work." Love your enemies,
pray for them which déspltefully use you.
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