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" I F T!~OU F.UNT I . TEB D_ Y OF ; J) .:.RvI Y, THY STRE rGTH 

I S s L\.LL" PRO 'RBS 24 : 10 

Fr om an early age t here ex i sted i n Israe l men 

who gav e themselves to t ho study of hat 8 called 

wi sdom . his wi sdom was not p culiar t o Is r 1 but 

s found t hroughout tt anci ent a at , sp oi lly in 

Babyl oni a , ~ gypt an d ' dam . Solomon , be came its pntron 

in Israel od s cr dited with having b co e t he wi se st 

man in th world . I t as pa rt ly due t o is po rful name 

it won a plac in t he Bi b l • Tho books of Jo , Bccl sia 

tes an d Prov rb s a r e called t he wi sdom books . d to a 

gr at many th y re very interesting . Th y h va no ax to 

gr i nd , no i nstitution such as a n tion or t he priesthood 

to premote , no odvnnt go of their a to B k . h Y re 

concerned ent i re ly t h th good 0 t r ader , or err 

They seek me r l y t o advi • They ffinned t r ut by speak

ing in proverbs . Expos' ~ion -Th y us d old s yin s to 
back up truthful x.ressiona like I f thou f int in the 
day of adversit y, thy stren th is &rnal l . Trul y if a man 
is overpo/ered by c l amity, if h is ov rmast red , made 
useless , if his manhood b laid pro stra~e by mi s f ort un 
it is a sign of akne s s . y Chr i st i an can be a Chr i st i 
tian wh n a l l is going 11 . _~y man 0 b strong if he 
ha s no oppo sition but it is t man 0 i strong in the 
face of oppo s tion that prov s hid stre! g h . But so many 
C ri stians says proverbs are bullys nd co rds . Paul 

says God nts bold soldi rs in hi band . 
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1. It is not neoes sa r i ly s ign of a weak, de fe ot i ve 

c.aracter, t hat a man is the victim of mi s f ort une . All 

oalamities are not the airect pena lty of individual tran

gr es s i on . ~o some oxtent , indeed, a r e r es ponsible fo~ thoSt 

gene ra l disasters t hat come on nations and communitie s . 

Expos i t i on- This is so t ru for after a fashion we have 

all sinned and t here is non good but God 

2 . Thau ag a i n , i t is no sign of w' a k e s s hen men show 

t hat t hoy feel, and t hat keen l y , t hemr mi sf ort une in 

is anat ur a l appointment , an d for the most part involunt r. 

ond unavoidable . The re is nothing di sg rao 1 pr oper or 

unmanly in lotting t he wor l d know how gr at 1y suffer, 

or in how gr eat ly we rejoio • One man 11 b ran aff1ici 

tion that smit 5 like h blo of a 1 dgeharnm r , and br 

br-ea c his heart under t he dull monotony of a pain w ioh 

oppress s him l i k th gloom of a dun on . But to ndur 

pain with pationoe and fortitude is on thing; to try to 

seem perfeotly indiffer nt to it , or utterly unaffected by 

it, is an ot he r . Expos i t i on- I am m r ly trying to point 
I~. out t hat some p ople re or di splay t h ir p in in a mann r 

peouliar to their nature . Inwardly nd out rdly . .ot her 
~th r gard to son bing lost in battl • 

3 . J gain, it is not a sign 0 weakn S5 , if , hen II • an i 

overtaken by advorsity, h p u as for a timo to consid r 
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i ts nature and conseguence s and h i s own dut y. Obstac l es 

produce in a man one or several r esults . They may gen

reate de spair and impell a man to go foward . or thoy 

may cause a man to stop and qu~st i on his next move . 

Expos it ion- It may be sufficient t o say t hat only a fool 

does not t r y to understand adve rs i t y . I cannot say how 

one can fully i nterpret his situation but one must try 
to exa mine him or herself to discover their faults or 
failures . Jobs friends questioned Jobs aotions in trying 
~o detormine the re ason for his oalamity . ~ prudent mnn 
foreso~th the evil and hidoth himself, but th s J l e 
pass on· and ar punish d . 

4 . Agai n, It is no proof of akne s s tor a usn hen 

admonished by som deoisive disaster that th cours ieh 

has been pursu6d in seeking any nd is rong , to take ad

vantage and abandon it and enter on a new oours • 'xposi t i. 
ion - some p ople are to foolish to realize that God is see 
ing to warn by diaaster and if we he d and turn around b 
f or e it is to lute we can msk nmmends for our i tukes . 
It i s ri sdom to admit ones mi stuk nd tro make a change fo 
t he best . Not to do so is prid that goet h bof'or' a fall . 

But let us consid r very briefly 'hat it is to faint 

in the day of! sdvl3rsity " d h t ar the Sig lS of aknesa 

whi ch adversity brings into prominence . 

1 . It is a sign of kness in adv rsi y to loso tait~ 

i n God. Al l th i ssues and suf fe r ings of life ioh visit 

t he human t amily a re ombraoed in hi s purposes and pe rIl itte 
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or ordained for tho i r good . Nothing mus t be a llowed 

to rap t he sou l of cht s f aith in God. Expos it ion- I t 
i3 my belief t hat God doe s not put any more upon a 
man t han what he ca n boar . Howev e r , God 'Wi l l te 3t llt a 
ma ns f aith to a s sur e Hi~se l f of our beli~f i n him . 
God ~e sted Ab raham when A e was se nt up to saorifioe 
Is sac . Thou shalt not be af ra id of the t e rror by night 
or the a r r o..( t hat fl i ghh by day a t hou sand shall fall 
at t hy r ight han d and t en t housand at t hy l eft but he 
sha l l give hid ang~ ls cha rge OV6r t h t o bear t he up 
in t he day of adve rs ity . 

___ 2 . Lt is a s i gn of weakness i n adv rs ity, ~ en men 
/ /7.1!' ~,p/'('?' /~ /~ .e-r""/7' .-<'.a - / "y/j'-' L~ .e- ;;5 / t/6.r

l ose t heir f ait h i n t he ri ght . No man oan matpt a in 
~/lI7 /-/.e /J?f/e:;7// /~ ./r Z/e: ~~/!/ ~,/ b RE.&."v 

his f aith i n od , 'lind l ose ' i s faith in r i • ~or can 
/3f5 / c//ilr > - /-j.iC ?.4'~,e;r/;/ /1, 

he i ilt ~ in hi s faith in t he right and lOB his f aith 

~, ~ in God . osition-T his is ind od t e day of advor ity 
- \J j ~ 
'\ . and on over Gide thor SO mTlU to bo just caus for men 

~ ~to 10" their f aith in God an d t • right . T. e i r i 

\'. :\'
\. ~ a1 ys and age 0 ld batt 1 in t he wor ld of right agains 

-' ~ (\.~l" rang . And we find t hat th foro s of vil r i n a 
never euding strugglo a ga inst ri8ht • .u1d in t hi s nov r 

~ Elnding storug 1 men ve lost I;;heir s- n ar e l oain 
~ .fjheir ' y today. If lo s our y , 1 t u s try to fin 
~ ~ it again and go on . If find unfor n obst 01 s ,let 
~ ~ us bring all of our po r t h to n to remove t hem 
'\ ~ out of the y t han o on . If t he enemy i thick r on 
(\ f)~ t he way t han had antioip tl.'d 1 t us mult i pl y our 
~~~ f oroes , po rand resour es , be t a litt more watohf~l 

\ \ and det ined but go on . If t he road i s longer to tho 
goa l than ant i cip t '-'d, l et B b a l it~ l ore patient , 

~ , but 1 t us go on . If t he pat is a little steepe r than-1"' thought it let us bak a l1.1;tle mor t il e but go 
~ on . If fa ll d , 1 t us gat up and brush ourselves 
~ off and k p 0 n goi ng on . If a r e badly hurt some
~ tilne , l ot us do our be st to t ov r it nd go on . at 

nds bl l et a v r si~y ~ue I f God i 3 our 1 (de r ' e 
il l s nd 8 pill r 0 cloud b dd Y d fir by ni h~ . 
ie:h dl -dn . Go or n 1.voll co nd-----_.. 


