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NAVIGATING
THE SPACE BETWEEN

The word "liminal" comes from the Latin word 
“limen,” which means threshold. To be in a liminal 
space means to be on the precipice of something 
new but not quite there yet. You can be in this  
space physically, emotionally or metaphorically.



Dear Friends,

For many of us, the COVID-19 pandemic was and is a liminal space. 
We are no longer who we were before the pandemic began, but 
we also don’t entirely know who we are now or who we will be.

Students at PCC are often in their own transitional space as 
they move into adulthood, or from one career to another, or 
as they skill up to return to the workforce after raising a family.

As we stand on the cusp of a new beginning, the possibilities 
are endless.

I come to Portland Community College after 15 years in 
higher education in Michigan, New Mexico and Texas, 
and I am excited to assume my new role as president 
at a time when the PCC Foundation has set forth a 
bold strategic vision: meeting 100 percent of unmet 
student need within the next 50 years. As income 
inequality deepens in this country, exacerbated 
by the pandemic, I’m committed to making the 
education and opportunities offered at PCC 
accessible to all.

For more than 60 years, PCC has been a place 
where people — no matter their stage of 
life — come to explore. Students progressing 
from high school to college. Professionals 
returning to school. Immigrants finding their 
way in a new country. It is the space where our 
community comes to learn, to create and to 
take action in pursuit of dreams.

While they may be uncertain, transition spaces 
are opportunities for profound growth.

Thank you for supporting students as they 
navigate the space between what is and 
what they want their future to be. 
Thank you for trusting in PCC.

One Together. Together One.

With gratitude,

Dr. Adrien L. Bennings 
President, Portland Community College



The PCC Foundation is committed to creating a community where anyone can thrive through 
education. We actively seek out and invest in current students, as well as those who might not 
have considered a college education. We are committed to making a college education possible 
for everyone in our community.

Our Mission
Removing barriers to education at Portland Community College through 
the power of partnerships.

Our Vision
A community where anyone can thrive through education.

Our Values
Every person deserves the opportunity and support necessary to 
achieve their educational goals.

We actively seek out and invest in prospective and current students, 
especially those who experience systemic barriers.

We boldly and creatively respond to address the needs of our students 
and community.

We are transparent, fiscally responsible and ethical in our communication, 
interactions and intentions with our stakeholders.

PCC FOUNDATION
Who we are
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HIGHLIGHTS
The impact of your gifts

In 2021-22, the PCC Foundation awarded $2.2 million in scholarship dollars. We’re very grateful 
to the 1,808 donors who supported PCC students as they pursued their dreams.

$2.2 million in scholarships
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TOTAL SCHOLARSHIP DOLLARS AWARDED BY YEAR

1,600
PCC students received 
scholarships in 2021-22

64%
Of scholarship recipients were the 
first in their family to attend college

$1,436
Was the average award to support 
a student’s educational journey
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Willow Creek Opportunity Center in Beaverton, Oregon

MEANINGFUL SPACES TO 
SUPPORT STUDENTS
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Mark Mitsui was PCC’s president from 2016-2022, when he retired. Among many accomplishments during his tenure, 
Mark championed Pathways to Opportunity, a state-wide partnership made up of Oregon’s 17 community colleges 
and the state’s Department of Human Services that works together to integrate benefits for students so they can 
focus on school.

When I came to PCC in 2016, it 
was clear that basic needs 
insecurity — housing, food, 
etc., — was a major barrier 
for equitable student success. 

PCC believes that everyone, regardless of zip 
code, should have an opportunity for a better 
life through education. Community colleges can 
break the cycle of generational inequities.

Over the course of my career, I saw first-hand 
how many students struggle to meet their basic 
needs, including access to secure housing and 
food. In an effort to remove barriers to education 
and promote financial stability, PCC created a 
model that includes active outreach to historically 
marginalized communities and brings social 
service agencies on-site to help students access 
the resources they need. In 2022, we launched 
our Opportunity Centers. We brought together 
community-based and culturally-specific partner 
organizations, to provide wraparound services 
including access to SNAP benefits, affordable 
housing, transportation, childcare and healthcare.

Some people come to Opportunity Centers 
after being laid off, others are returning to the 
workforce after raising families, some are young 
people launching their careers and others have 

“

PCC’s Opportunity Centers offer skill-building workshops, mentoring 
and introductions to different industries so participants can identify 
their core abilities, learn about possible career tracks and take the 
next step to pursue their dreams and achieve financial security.

newly arrived in the United States. Participants are 
in a life transition and eager to transform their lives 
through education and family-sustaining careers.

With seed funding from Bank of America, a Title 
III grant from the United States Department of 
Education and support from Washington County, 
we piloted career and college prep programs in 
2020. I’m grateful for the partners who continue 
to invest in our students.

When I was retiring last year, I learned there were 
donors who wanted to make gifts in my honor. I 
was honored and touched. I knew immediately 
that I wanted those funds to get to the heart of 
equitable student success. That’s why I’m proud 
to have inspired the Mark Mitsui Opportunity 
Scholarship that will help students like Justice 
(page 8), who’ve completed a discovery class 
through an Opportunity Center and decided to 
continue their studies at PCC.”

Thanks to Mark’s vision and the trust and 
collaboration of dozens of partner organizations, 
PCC’s Opportunity Centers have been able to 
create authentic and supportive connections 
with people who want to change their lives.

HELPING PEOPLE CREATE 
THE LIVES THEY WANT

2021–22 Giving Report | 7



8 | THE SPACE BETWEEN



TRUSTING THE PROCESS

Justice Arroyo-Burdett is the eldest of 12 siblings, a long-time political activist and a full-time student in the Addiction 
Counseling program. His journey through the Opportunity Center was funded by grantmakers like Bank of America, 
as well as individual supporters.

“Iarrived at PCC in 2021 during a time of great 
personal transition. I was unemployed because 
of the pandemic and I didn’t have direction. 
I didn’t think I had any opportunities. I didn’t 
know where I was going to go. Then, one day, 

an email from the Opportunity Center landed in 
my inbox, inviting me to attend career exploration 
classes. It almost feels magical that email got 
to me.

I signed up for the Discover Healthcare and 
Healthcare Essentials classes. They’re called 
classes but they were more like fun, supportive 
seminars. They got me back in the groove of being 
in the classroom and in learning mode.

When I started my courses at PCC, I was in a 
liminal space. I didn’t know what I wanted to do 
and I just had to trust the process and do the next 
right thing. That is very easy to do at PCC. I trust 
the process. I trust that I have the support I need. 
I trust the way the classes are set. I trust that I 
have the strength to accomplish things.

After completing the Discover classes, I enrolled as 
a full-time student to study Addiction Counseling. 
In my community, there are many people who are 
struggling with addiction. We are in urgent need 
of recovery professionals and PCC is dedicated 
to producing addiction recovery professionals, 
providing both a certificate and degree in the field. 

Being surrounded by the disease of addiction, I 
understand the gravity. I know there are several 
ways to address this disease and arrest it. I want 
to be part of that. I want to help people regain 
their lives.

Now, I’m working toward earning an Addiction 
Counselor certification. I’m planning to attend 
graduate school and establish a practice where I 
can offer counseling in both English and Spanish.

I’m thankful for the many ways PCC has supported 
me on this journey. I live with an intellectual 
disability and diabetes. I’m an expensive student. 
People like me require more tutoring. Sometimes 
we need to take classes more than once. We 
require books in a special format. I’m grateful that 
PCC provides accommodations for it. I don’t think 
many people in my position are able to succeed. 
PCC allows me to excel.

There have been so many people at PCC who’ve 
supported my journey and I’m especially grateful 
to the donors who helped make it possible for me 
to stay in college.”

The PCC Cascade Library is a symbol of growth 
and change for Justice. Throughout his learning 
journey, he has seen the old library demolished 
and the new library finished.

Opportunity Centers offer adaptive solutions for people with families, 
people who are working while pursuing education and people who are 
learning English concurrently with workforce skills. 
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EXPLORING PATHWAYS 
TO MEANINGFUL WORK

WHERE ARE THE OPPORTUNITY CENTERS LOCATED? 

 ❖ Willow Creek Opportunity Center in Beaverton

 ❖ Metro Opportunity Center in Northeast Portland

WHAT INDUSTRIES CAN PARTICIPANTS EXPLORE?

 ❖ Manufacturing, healthcare, information technology 
 and construction trades

WHAT TYPES OF PROGRAMS ARE OFFERED?

 ❖ Two-and three-week discover classes to explore 
 a program of interest 

 ❖ Career coaching

 ❖ Financial and digital literacy workshops 

 ❖ Special programs for non-native English speakers

PCC’s Opportunity Centers aim to reverse 
racial and economic disparities by offering 
pathways to meaningful careers with family-
sustaining wages.

543 PEOPLE ENROLLED IN OPPORTUNITY 
CENTER PROGRAMS LAST YEAR

To learn more about PCC’s Opportunity 
Centers, visit pcc.edu/opportunity-center
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CHARTING A PATH TO BETTER 
ECONOMIC FUTURES

“PCC’s Opportunity Center at Willow Creek 
in Beaverton was established thanks to a 
transformative $200,000 Neighborhood 
Builders grant from Bank of America in 2020. 
As a longtime partner, Bank of America 
supports PCC because their mission aligns 
with the bank’s commitment to advance 
racial equality and economic opportunity 
through workforce development and 
education that helps individuals chart a path 
to employment and better economic futures.”

Roger Hinshaw 
Bank of America President 
for Oregon and SW Washington

Since 2004, in Portland and Southwest Washington, 
Bank of America has invested five million dollars in 25 
local nonprofits through the Neighborhood Builders 
program and provided leadership training to more 
than 50 local nonprofit leaders.
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GROWING & LEARNING TOGETHER
Future Connect helps young adults navigate the critical transition from 
high school to adulthood. Driven by the belief that every student, no 
matter their background, has the potential to achieve their life goals, 
Future Connect provides scholarship resources and coaches to students 
who are the first in their families to attend college or who identify as 
low-income. 

Jamie Maggard is an alumna of the inaugural Future Connect cohort. After attending PCC, she went on to earn a 
bachelor's degree in social work from Portland State University. She is currently a juvenile court counselor at the 
Multnomah County Department of Community Justice. 

“Most of the youth I work with as 
a juvenile court counselor have 
similar stories to mine. I meet 
them where they're at, and 
continually reinforce that they're 

loved and supported. I tell them I'll do whatever 
I can to help them reach their goals.

That’s what I had in Future Connect. I came to 
the program as an insecure teenager from a 
low-income household trying to figure out my 
way. My parents had addiction issues and while 
they wanted me to be successful and have an 
education, I didn’t know how to navigate the 
process.

In Future Connect, we were all growing and 
learning together — even the coaches. Josh 
Laurie, Future Connect Manager at the time, 
was my go-to person. Anything I needed, he 
was there for me. Like that one time I realized 
last minute that I needed a graphing calculator 
for a math final and he brought me one with 

A meaningful space at PCC for Jamie was 
the Public Service Education Building (PSEB) 
at Cascade Campus, where she found her 
passion for juvenile justice. Her instructors at 
the college were instrumental in guiding her 
toward her associate degree.

Foundation funds. I was really upset about 
another barrier being in my way and he helped 
me stay hopeful.

At PCC, I found a purpose for the first time. I’d 
seen my parents go through the criminal justice 
system, and it made me want to work with 
juveniles before they were set in their ways. As 
I've grown into accepting who I am and where I 
came from, it makes me feel even more proud 
to be from a program like Future Connect. I can 
say to the youth I work with, ‘Look, I was there 
and I did it. And I’m here to help you do the 
same thing.’”
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818
Students (including 334 new students) received 
support via Future Connect in 2021-22

87%
Future Connect program participants identified 
as first-generation college students

81%
Future Connect program participants 
identified as non-white

95%
Future Connect program participants 
identified as low income

Future Connect launched in Fall 2011 with a group 
of 150 Multnomah County students. Since then, the 
program has enrolled over 3,600 students, expanded 
to Washington County, and has become a nationally-
recognized program. Future Connect is a unique public/
private sector partnership receiving support from the 
cities of Portland, Hillsboro and Beaverton.

FUTURE CONNECT AT 10

FUTURE CONNECT’S STUDENT-CENTERED 
APPROACH INCLUDES:

 ❖ Partnering with area high schools to recruit students 
 and help them through the college application and 
 transition process

 ❖ Providing scholarships

 ❖ Mentoring students one-on-one to help them thrive 

 ❖ Connecting students to internships and other career pathways

For more information about Future 
Connect, visit pcc.edu/futureconnect 
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BETWEEN TWO WORLDS
“When I came over to the United States after the 
end of the Vietnam War, I was between two 
worlds. There was my family back in Saigon where 
I had fled and then there was Portland where I 
eventually landed. I had a few hundred dollars 
in my pocket and some clothes — but no car, 
no family, no home. I knew at the time that 
education, especially higher education, was 
the only way to have a better life. PCC 
provided that opportunity for me. 

Now, I give back as a monthly donor to 
Future Connect because, without PCC, 
I wouldn’t have had the confidence to 
pursue a career in juvenile justice. I want 
other youth of color to have a fair shot. 

Thach Nguyen is a PCC alumnus and retired Multnomah 
County Department of Community Justice manager. He co-
founded the Asian Pacific American Network of Oregon (APANO), 
a grassroots organization focused on social justice, and from 2017-
2020 served on the PCC Foundation Board. To read more about 
Thach’s story, visit pcc.edu/thachnguyen.

http://pcc.edu/thachnguyen
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FINDING MY WAY HOME

A Gresham native and art lover, Dariana Granados is studying Construction Management with the goal 
of becoming a licensed independent contractor. She is a recipient of the Bridges to the Future Scholarship, 
as well as a PCC Success Programs Scholarship.

When I first came to PCC, I was 
completely lost. I thought I would 
study art or maybe business. I 
decided to dedicate one term 
to exploring different careers.

In one class, we were assigned to talk with 
someone who had a job that we were interested 
in doing. I asked my advisor to introduce me to a 
general contractor in the construction industry. I 
was really nervous to meet him, but the contractor 
was really cool. After our conversation, I realized 
two things: ‘This is what my dad does’ and also, 
‘This is what I want to do.’ I wanted to learn what 
my dad doesn’t know already so I can help him 
and we can start a business.

My dad never went to school. All the work he does 
he learned on his own. I didn’t tell him I was taking 
classes in Construction Management until I was 
sure it was what I really wanted. When I finally 
did though, he was really excited and proud.

I have two younger and four older siblings. I’m 
the first person in my family to go to college. I’m 
working towards helping my parents financially. 
I want to pay them back, and I want to show my 
younger siblings that college is possible.

“

While taking career exploration classes at 
PCC’s Southeast Campus, Dariana connected 
with people who truly supported her and was 
able to decide where she wanted to focus 
her studies.

Starting out at PCC, I was nervous because I took a 
year off between high school and college. I thought 
it would be hard to manage my time and get used 
to doing homework. I didn’t do very well in high 
school, but I feel more motivated now. My mindset 
has changed and my grades are much better.

I’m not the sort of person who asks for help, but 
I’ve struggled with anxiety since sixth grade. Going 
through mental health issues has helped me be 
more aware of and grateful for the people around 
me who are motivating and helping me in my 
studies and everyday life.

I've gotten so much help at PCC. I’m not very good 
at showing myself to people, but I want them to 
know I am grateful for everything.”

In 2021, the PCC Foundation established the Bridges to the Future 
Scholarship to increase access to a college education for all people. 
This scholarship fund provides resources to students from communities 
often excluded from higher education or those who have been 
historically underserved.
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EXPANDING ACCESS 
TO EDUCATION
The Bridges to the Future Scholarship 
supports students who identify as people 
of color, live with a disability, identify 
as LGBTQ+ and those who have lived 
experiences of poverty or lower incomes.

$200,000
The amount PCC Foundation awarded in 2021-22, 
to 100 students through the Bridges to the Future 
Scholarship fund

$265,000
The increased award amount planned in 2022

At PCC, we are committed to being student-
ready and we know that a growing number 
of our students are impacted by systemic 
barriers to education.

36%
Of PCC students are people of color

31%
Of credit students are Pell Grant recipients

For more information about Bridges to the 
Future, visit pcc.edu/bridgestothefuture 
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ANCHORED IN COMMUNITY
“Over the course of my 101 years, I’ve always prioritized 
giving back to my community. I’m a retired teacher and 
volunteer, as well as a proud mother and grandmother of 
PCC students. Some people, myself included, start college 
with the idea that they’re not a very good student, but when 
you go somewhere where you’re nurtured and find an area 
that you care about — it’s beautiful. That’s what happens 
at PCC.

I support PCC because I’m passionate about combating 
inequity and by directing my donor-advised fund giving 
to the Bridges to the Future Scholarship, I can 
support students from marginalized 
communities. We all need community. 
I want to be remembered for what I’ve 
contributed to my community.”

Ann Mills Hyde has made her home in Northeast 
Portland for nearly 30 years. She initially 
attended college for three years, then dropped 
out because she felt she didn’t fit in and didn’t 
have anyone to turn to for advice. In her 50s, 
she returned to college to earn a bachelor’s 
degree in Native American Studies. Learn 
more about Ann at pcc.edu/annmillshyde.

http://pcc.edu/annmillshyde
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ENCOUNTERING THE UNEXPECTED
As part of the Urgent Need Fund, the PCC Foundation provides 
emergency grants to students facing unexpected barriers and 
challenges so they can remain in school. Each grant request is unique, 
but typically, students request assistance for basic needs, such as 
housing, utilities, food, transportation, medical bills and childcare.

Jonathan Trapero is a member of Phi Beta Kappa and the National Society of Leadership and Success. 
He received the PCC Success Programs and ASPCC Scholarships.

“In high school, I didn’t see myself as a college 
student. I didn’t really understand the process; 
no one in my family went to college and it was 
pretty hard for me to get information. I was 
already working 20-25 hours/week during  

high school, so after I graduated in 2015, I started 
working full-time.

I worked in sales — cars and phones. During the 
pandemic I observed so many employers putting 
profits ahead of employees and their safety. I was 
disappointed. I felt sad every time I read the news.

I wasn’t enjoying my time in retail sales. I wanted 
to do something meaningful. I wanted to help 
people. After five years in the workforce, I decided 
to go to college. But when you’re working full-time 
just to pay to live, it’s hard to go back to school.

My family stepped up to support me and PCC 
helped too. I feel like it’s not very common for non-
traditional students to go back and get the same 
help as a person that just came out of high school, 
but PCC has lots of great programs. I am part of 
the TRIO Student Support Services and Men of 
Color programs, where I was able to get guidance 
and make a plan to graduate. I also received 
scholarships from the PCC Foundation. I’m 
grateful for the support that PCC provides.

Jonathan finds peace at PCC’s libraries. They’re 
welcoming and allow him the space to focus on 
the work needed to accomplish his goals.

When COVID-19 hit, PCC supported students with 
cash relief too. These emergency grants are the 
best way to put direct resources into students’ 
hands so they can spend more time studying and 
less time working: especially for those who aren’t 
financially privileged.

Now, I’m in my third year at PCC. I’m studying 
business and political science. I plan to transfer 
to Portland State University and then go to law 
school. My goal is to help advocate for workers 
and people who don’t have the means to afford 
law services.

I’m working as a College Advocate Mentor, helping 
students on the path from high school to college. 
I’m also a Leadership Ambassador at PCC to help 
the college be more equitable and welcoming. We 
reach out to first-generation and non-traditional 
students to help remove obstacles so they can be 
successful and we identify places where students 
are stumbling and help them graduate.

I feel like I’m on the right path. I like helping people.”
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Emergency grants through the 
Foundation’s Urgent Need Fund 
exist to fix acute problems to ensure 
students can stay in school and focus 
on their studies. The program has 
grown significantly during the past five 
years, especially since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

$351,172
Amount PCC Foundation disbursed in 
emergency grants to PCC students last year

185
Donors supported the Foundation’s 
emergency funds in 2021-22

For more information about emergency 
grants, visit pcc.edu/urgentneedfund

ADDRESSING STUDENTS’ 
MOST URGENT NEEDS
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MEETING THE NEED
“We’re very impressed with PCC. 
The programs helping students 
access careers in the trades are so 
important. These jobs come with 
good salaries and are useful in 
our community and in society.

We’re extremely fortunate that we’re 
able to help people monetarily. We 
support the Urgent Need Fund 
because we want to help to meet 
the needs that might otherwise fall 
through the cracks. We want to give 
unencumbered funds to help students 
facing emergencies and we trust PCC 
to disburse the funds responsibly.”

Mary and Tony Wawrukiewicz may be retired 
(she as a computer programmer, he as a 
radiologist), but they’re actively participating 
in and supporting their community more than 
ever. Residents of Southwest Portland since 
1979, they spend much of their time volunteer-
ing for local social service agencies. They’re 
particularly passionate about addressing 
food insecurity in their volunteer work and 
philanthropy.



THE AMO DeBERNARDIS

Dr. Amo DeBernardis, or “Dr. De” as he was known at the college, 
served as PCC’s founding president from 1961 until 1979 when he 
retired. His vision of access to higher education for all still guides 
our work today and many of his founding concepts remain integral 

to our mission.

Donors who include the PCC Foundation through a bequest, life income 
plan or other type of planned gift, whether intended or received, become 

members of the Amo DeBernardis Legacy Society.

A special thank you to the following supporters for including PCC in their estate plans.

Anonymous (12)
James and Janet Aalberg
Russel L. Abraham*
JoAnn Albrecht
Florence Anderson*
Archie* and Muriel* Averill
David and Jean Avison
Susan K. Bach and Douglas Egan
Dr. Patricia J. Baker
Elizabeth Barnes*
Peter and Dana Bauer
Bellows & Squawk
Nancy G. Bennani
Mollie Bihn* Trust
Cami Bishop and Bill Edwards
Mabel Bliss*
Robert Bloodworth*
Belford F. Buck*
Cheryl A. Burgermeister ’73
Howard A. Butzer and Robert O. Wimmer
Leonard D. Cain
Robert C. Candello
Ugo Carpentieri*
Dr. Howard Cherry*
Jan D. Coulton
John M. Daggett
Mary K. Dalla
Anita H. Dawson*
Dr. Amo DeBernardis*

Fred DeWitt*
Dimas and Stephanie Diaz
Betty J. Domas*
Jerry Donnelly
P. Michael Drake
Gary R. Eaton ’91 and Joy Eaton
Joan Edwards
Janet A. Ellington*
Deborah A. Erickson*
Virginia* and Lee* Finders
Thelma E. Fisher*
Dorothy Fisher-Jones*
Bob* and Betty* Fisk
Denise Frisbee
Gordon Galbraith*
Michael J. Gentry
Carl and Sue* George
Linda A. Gerber
Ric and Shigemi Getter
Susan D. Gillette
David M. Goldberg and Deborah Spanton
Daniel and Loretta Goldy
Mary Goss*
Michael* and Mayola* Green
Helen T. Grim*
Martin D. Haney*
Diane Hardiman Smith, RDH, M.Ed.*
Jim D. Harper
Kathleen Harriman

Legacy Society
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If you’ve named PCC as a beneficiary in your estate plan, please let us know so we can celebrate and thank you. 
If you’d like to learn more about planned giving options, contact Crystal Froembling, Director of Major Gifts, 
at 971-722-4972 or crystal.froembling@pcc.edu.

Anna V. Hay
James Hendershot
Gaye Hilderbrand
Cheryl A. Hinerman
Mary D. and Robert A. Holmström
Kenneth L. Holzworth
Alice L. Hulse*
Ervin Hummel*
Patricia Hunter
Marjorie L. Hutchinson*
Jeffrey E. Jacobs
Albert E. Jones*
Jill F. Kantor
Florence Kavanagh*
Sylvia J. Kelley
Betty and Dr. John* Kendall
Stephanie S. Keyes*
Ema Kiger*
Miryang Kim
David Kish and Carol Stone
Annette Kraft*
Richard J. Kroll
Dana Kuiper
Peter Lorain and Janet Burgess
Nancy Madsen ‘96 and James Madsen
Marcia L Marvin
Lynn Mayer
Marshall* and Betty* McCollum
Peggy* J. McVitty and Frank* McVitty Jr.
Rebecca A. Meier
The Estate of Carolyn Moore*
Dan and Karen Moriarty
Michael Morrow and Ruth Peterson-Morrow
John L. Muller*
Diane and Scott Mulligan
Eugene P. Nelson ’82
Dr. Scholastica I. Njoku*
Polina and Andy Olsen
Terry and Mary Owen
David Pelinka ’86 and Fran* Pelinka

Debra S. Peterson
Michael W. Morrow and Ruth Peterson-Morrow
Erich Porshman*
Marjorie* and J. Richard* Powell
Dr. Preston Pulliams and Joan Pulliams
Suzette M. Pump
Edythe M. Pynchon*
Janet L. Rash
Barbara Raz Neu
Dr. Linda Reisser*
Ruth B. Ridgway
Sherry A. Robinson
Vic Rosenfield*
Ruthanne Rusnak
Annette C. Saarinen
Stanley E. Schmidt
Laura H. Scott
Belva I. Seaberry
Judy Sears
Robert Shelfer
David Squire
George Staley
Ami Stamm Margolin
Elaine* and HM* Steele
Johnnie and Julius* Stokes
Jean Stone*
Ronald* and Margie* Sumner
Michael Trigoboff and Patricia Leonard
Lynda D. Trost ’81
William* and Lila Ulrich
Mary* and Frank* Wales
Gordon D. Walker*
Ron and Karen Wilkinson
Millicent M. Williamson*
Robert O. Wimmer and Howard A. Butzer
Walton and Marilyn Wittke
Richard and Glenda Worthington
Roger E. Wulf*

*Deceased
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There are many ways — and many 
reasons — to include PCC in your 
legacy planning.

We are grateful to the generous people 
who have included PCC in their estate 
plans. While each donor's gift is personal 
and unique, one throughline is their 
commitment to supporting students. 
Here, we share a few stories from 
members of the Amo DeBernardis 
Legacy Society.

INVESTING IN 
PCC’S FUTURE

Learn more about the Amo DeBernardis 
Legacy Society at pcc.edu/legacysociety
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BRYAN HULL has been teaching English 
and Composition at PCC for the past 28 
years. “Teaching is the best job,” Bryan says. 

“I remember the first time I taught. It was so 
fun and energizing and I remember thinking, 
‘Wow, they pay people to do this!’"

Bryan credits PCC for allowing him to focus 
on students and expanding his skillset and 
perspective, “At PCC, instructors are in close 
contact with students. No matter what your 
strengths are, you're going to have to face 
your weaknesses. You're going to have to 
face your biases. You're going to have 
to grow.”

Bryan saw an opportunity to make 
philanthropic giving part of his commitment 
to equity. When Bryan was working on his 
estate plan in 2021, deciding to support PCC 
long into the future was an easy decision.

He established a charitable gift annuity (CGA) 
that will lead to the creation of an endowed 
scholarship. Bryan says, “It's part of equity 
to redistribute some of my income, and 
a scholarship, for me, is the best way to 
do it. I want to provide funds for people 
going through a rough transition.”

A COMMITMENT 
TO EQUITY



GERSON ROBBOY AND BETTY BOOHER together form the 
musical duo Bellows & Squawk. They call their genre “Upbeat 
Vaudevillian Swing.” Gerson and Betty are volunteer tutors 
and passionate lifelong learners. Both received financial 
support during their college years and today, they’re paying 

it forward by helping others access education through 
their volunteer service and philanthropy.

Gerson and Betty are particularly passionate about 
helping first-generation students and students who 
are single caregivers. In addition to tutoring Future 

Connect students, they sponsor the Joe and Bessie 
Robboy Memorial Annual Scholarship and they’ve 

designated a planned gift of real estate to PCC. 
“I realized that this is where I can do the most 

to give somebody an opportunity to get an 
education who otherwise wouldn’t have 

that opportunity,” Gerson says.

For these two, planned giving just makes 
sense. “In our society,” Betty says, “we 
don’t do a very good job of planning 
for dying in general. We don’t like to 
think about death. We don’t like to 
deal with it. We just ignore it until 
it happens and then it’s a big crisis. 
What I like about planned giving is 
that you can make decisions now 
and say, ‘This is what I want for after I 
die.’” Gerson adds, “Since I have more 
resources than I need to survive right 
now, I want to try to allocate them 
where I think it might do some good.”

PAYING IT FORWARD
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When reflecting on her life so far, RUTHANNE RUSNAK points to 
her career as a nurse as her proudest accomplishment. During 
her 47 years of nursing, she cared for people from all walks of life 
from the Pacific Northwest to East Africa.

While working as a registered nurse (R.N.), Ruthanne began 
attending PCC at age 40 to broaden her educational experiences. 
She completed a degree in management and communications. 
Ruthanne was grateful for the program’s flexibility, which allowed 
her to continue working full-time as an R.N. while taking courses.

She realizes not everyone is interested in a four-year degree, they 
may just need to hone their skills, as she did, or earn certification 
to take the next step in their career. “At PCC, students have an 
opportunity to explore their options,” Ruthanne says.

Through a gift in her estate, she will establish the Ruthanne 
Rusnak Endowed Memorial Scholarship to support 
students seeking a career in the trades or healthcare. 
Ruthanne chose PCC, she says, because, “I want to 
support students who are recalibrating their careers 
and starting something new, especially people 
going back to school later in life.”

Her scholarship will allow students to work fewer 
hours so they can apply themselves to their 
studies and access living wage jobs 
upon graduation.

EASING TRANSITIONS



2021-22 FINANCIAL SUMMARY
The PCC Foundation is dedicated to expanding access to higher 
education by addressing the needs of students at Portland 
Community College. We are grateful to the 1,808 donors 
who support student success.

51%
Individual Support

19%
State and City Grants

16%
Corporate Funding

14%
Private Grants

WITH GRATITUDE
Thank you for making education possible for PCC students!

In order to be more sustainable, this year we are continuing to put our 
complete donor lists online. Visit pcc.edu/donorroll to view our 2021-22 supporters.
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Year end June 30, 2022

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

SUPPORT AND REVENUE 2021-22 Total

Grants and contributions 6,798,313

College in-kind support 1,356,266

Donated assets, materials and services 331,467

Special events revenue 281,771

Investment income, net 577,782

Change in value of investments (2,794,274)

Net change in fair value of split interest agreements (33,831)

Total support and revenue 6,517,494

EXPENSES:

Program:

Scholarships 1,913,950

Future Connect 1,506,541

Other program expenses 2,673,865

Total program 6,094,356

Supporting services:

Administration 670,867

Fundraising 988,482

Total expenses 7,753,705

Change in net assets (1,236,211)

NET ASSETS:

Beginning of year 27,432,478

End of year 26,196,267
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PRESENTING SPONSOR

Comcast

SILVER SPONSORS

Intel Corporation

Miller Nash Graham & Dunn LLP

NW Natural

BRONZE SPONSORS

Andersen Construction Company

Fortis Construction

Dragon Golf

The Greenbrier Companies

Lease Crutcher Lewis, LLC

Marion Levitan and Howard Werth

Jennifer and Aaron Monnig

PacificSource Health Plans

Port of Portland

Portland Public Schools

Madden Industrial Craftsmen

The Standard

TriMet

U.S. Bank

Walsh Construction Co.

CRYSTAL SPONSORS

City of Portland

CWC Advisors LLC

GBD Architects

Goodfellow Family Cellars

Howard S. Wright

Metropolitan Land Group, LLC

Chris and Tom Neilsen

Barbara Raz Neu and Paul Neu

OnPoint Community Credit Union

Pence Construction

Portland Business Alliance

Portland State University | 
Portland State University Foundation

Providence Nursing Institute | Providence

Sellwood Consulting

Stoel Rives, LLP

SUPPORTER SPONSORS

Françoise N. Bourdonnec 

Mandy and Scott Ellertson

Michael and Katherine Farrell

Christina and Nathan Kline

Susie and Marcel Lahsene

Oxley & Associates, Inc.

PAE Consulting Engineers, Inc.

Star Water Systems | 24HourAnswers

THANK YOU
2022 Begin Again Sponsors
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PCC FOUNDATION EMERITUS BOARD

Peter R. Bauer, Chair

Dr. Abel Ahumada Alaniz

Congressman Earl Blumenauer

Dr. Ella C. Booth

Samuel G. Brooks

Janice L. Burger

Cheryl A. Burgermeister ’73

The Honorable L. Margaret Carter

Kimberly B. Cooper

Sho Dozono

Dr. Betty Duvall

Jill W. Eiland

Mark M. Enger

Thomas C. Fahey III

Denise Frisbee

Mike J. Gentry

Norma Jean Germond

Jim D. Harper

Sylvia Kelley

Dan Kinney

Kali Thorne Ladd

Marion Levitan

Carol Lyons

Max A. Lyons

Ken J. Madden

Ami Stamm Margolin

J. Brian Monihan

Chris Neilsen

Vanessa Nelson

Barbara Raz Neu

Thach Nguyen

Deanna M. Palm

Helen Rives Pruitt

Dr. Preston Pulliams

Janet L. Rash

Dan R. Saltzman

The Honorable Chip Shields

Alan Sprott

David C. Squire

Dick V. Stenson

Jeff I. Van Raden

Ron Wilkinson
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2022-23 PCC FOUNDATION BOARD
With gratitude to our extraordinary Board of Directors 
for their volunteer service in support of our region’s future.

Jennifer Monnig, President

Kim Morgan, Vice President

Ernest L. Stephens, Treasurer 

Jen Peet, Secretary

FranÇoise N. Bourdonnec

Laurie K. Dornan

Jans T. Dykhouse

Tony P. Erickson

Marion Haynes

Karen T. Kervin

Susie Lahsene

Andres Lopez, Ph.D. 

Rowena Paz Norman

Angela Schaffers-Valdez

Afton E. Walsh 

Chris Williams

Dave Wiltz

April Wright

President Adrien Bennings, Ex-Officio

Serin Bussell, Ex-Officio

Christina Kline, Ex-Officio

Lauren Riddle, Student Trustee, Ex-Officio

To learn about giving opportunities, 
please call 971-722-4382 or 

email pccfoundation@pcc.edu. 
P.O. Box 19000 Portland, OR 97280-0990

PCC.EDU/FOUNDATION

mailto:pccfoundation@pcc.edu
http://pcc.edu/foundation

