Classroom Activity Contest

Sponsored by the Faculty Committee on Student Retention


SUBMISSION FORM

1. Describe your classroom activity. 

I use the attached pages for many different exercises in my WR 121,122, & 123 classes; the different information included lends itself to a variety of playful challenges.  In general, I use snipes often in my class—as composition classes often include overtly controversial subjects, it’s fun to bring in something silly.  At the same time, the situation described on these sheets brings in a variety of political belief systems; they’re just ludicrous and distant enough to make engagement more open while simultaneously calling attention to a variety of ideological concerns and logical methods.

All of the exercises I do with this information involve small group work.  The one I use most often is to have the small groups (3-4) consider themselves a task force assigned by the Mayor, first, to define the situation in Rhubarb, and, second, to come up with a proposal to alleviate the problem(s).  They must, to do this, evaluate the various sources of information and determine different courses of action.  I also ask that they consider their solution in depth—how much will it cost?  Where will the money come from?  Who might the proposal alienate?  How can those groups be mollified?  They have to put their responses in writing, of course; their resulting proposal is directed to the Mayor.  We finish off by having the different groups read their proposals  to each other.

So, this exercise involves


Group interaction


Consensus building/compromise


Analysis/evaluation


Logic


Persuasion


Audience awareness


Humor/silliness

I hope the above addresses the remaining questions on this form.  If not, please let me know.

Sincerely, 


