Classroom Activity Contest
Sponsored by the Faculty Committee on Student Retention


SUBMISSION FORM

1. Describe your classroom activity. 

2. Why did you choose this particular activity? 

3. What are the activity outcomes? 

4. What were the intended activity outcomes?

The midterms and finals in my literature classes grow from a premise that students should think about the material offered in the classes—as opposed to “material in / material out.”  To encourage such thinking I have my students—collaboratively—develop their own exams.  Asking questions relative to the literature often stimulates more enthusiastic and meaningful discussion than answering such questions.  In developing their own issues to consider on the exams students learn to distinguish between exams as Trivial Pursuit and exams as provocative, stimulating readings all the more rich as, in small groups, they incorporate the multiple perspectives of the multiple collaborating students.  

      Importantly, as students collaborate to develop the issues they will treat on the exam, they develop interpersonal bonds; they gain respect for each others’ ideas and for each other as peers.  Retention comes as each student feels needed and of worth to the class as a whole.  That is, each student grows to feel some “ownership” of the class—actual and real control of the midterm and final.  


