Classroom Activity Contest
Sponsored by the Faculty Committee on Student Retention


SUBMISSION FORM
1. Describe your classroom activity. 

I have been teaching computer applications for PCC for about five years. After teaching in a classroom setting for many years, I began teaching distance learning courses a couple years ago. I now teach exclusively online.
I really wanted to create something that would give the feel of a classroom learning experience to my distance learners, so I began to create videos. In addition to written instructions, I have created perhaps 100 short videos between my two classes that show students, in a step-by-step manner, exactly how to accomplish certain tasks. I have received ‘rave reviews’ from many students about these videos, which make learning easier for them and also make my job easier, because I don’t have to explain things over and over to multiple students.
The videos were created using a product called Camtasia, which allows an instructor to capture video and provide voice-over while demonstrating a particular application.
2. Why did you choose this particular activity? 

The inclusion of videos helps people who learn better visually. It may also be helpful to those who do well reading written instructions, but like to have visual instruction as well.  
When I was teaching in the classroom, I also used the videos. Students who missed a lecture could just watch the videos to get the essentials, instead of trying to get notes form another student or from me.
3. What are the activity outcomes? 

The outcomes have been great. Students really appreciate the time I have put into creating these videos and say they have been very helpful for them in creating their assignments. 
4. What were the intended activity outcomes? 

The intended outcomes were to:

1. To provide a visual, classroom-like experience to distance learners

2. To facilitate learning among those who are visual learners, and

3. To provide an additional resource beyond written instructions

To experience one of my videos, use the link below:
http://sws.pcc.edu/instructor/ggrant/cas175/resources/example_movies/video37_create_motion_mask.swf







