Classroom Activity Contest
Sponsored by the Faculty Committee on Student Retention


SUBMISSION FORM

1. Describe your classroom activity. 

Playing the game “Go Fish” 

In Russian, saying “I have..” and “I don’t have” requires ending nouns in two different ways. These case endings are very hard for students to both understand and learn, because we do not have them in English. They need lots of repetition and drilling of them, but this can be boring is it isn’t done in a meaningful context. Playing the game “Go Fish” provides a perfect and meaningful context for using these structures in first year Russian.

Students play in groups of 4. Each group receives a deck of card that contains two pairs of pictures of a variety of nouns that they already know. The goal of the game is to collect as many pairs as possible. Students are dealt 7 cards each and the rest become a “Go fish” pile. To find a matching pair, students in turn must ask each other, “Do you have a television?” The student who was asked must respond, “Yes, I have a television,” and then hand over the card, or must say “No, I don’t have a television. Go fish.” The students who asked, takes a penalty card, and loses his turn. The game continues this way until one person runs out of cards.

2. Why did you choose this particular activity? 

In my Russian classes, I try to incorporate games that practice grammatical structures in a meaningful context whenever possible. This activity requires that students ask each other the questions “Do you have a…” and then respond by saying “Yes, I have a …” or “No, I don’t have a …” over and over again. This provides important drilling on nominative case and genitive case endings in Russian. Because this drilling is structured in a fun, game format, students don’t even realize that they are mastering the endings while playing the game. They also have a ball playing the game. 

I use this activity again in second year Russian when students learn how describe things they do not have, by adding an adjective, i.e “I don’t have a red car.” This requires them to change the adjective endings into the genitive case, which is very difficult, since adjectives change differently than nouns. 

We play the game later in second year, when students are finally able to say they don’t have plural things i.e “I don’t have any books.” This requires use of the genitive case in the plural, which is Russian’s most complex set of case endings. 
3. What are the activity outcomes? 

By the end of one 15 minutes round of “Go Fish” most students have mastered the nominative and genitive case endings used is the structures “I have..” and “I don’t have…” Just as important, students are able to enjoy themselves and learn in a relaxed atmosphere. Students feel that they get to know each other better when they interact together by playing games. This helps them build friendships, which ultimately helps with retention.

4. What were the intended activity outcomes? 

The intended outcomes were for students to master the nominative and genitive case endings in a fun, relaxed way. I also intended for the student to get to have fun in the class and to be able to learn new structures in an interactive way.


