Classroom Activity Contest
Sponsored by the Faculty Committee on Student Retention


SUBMISSION FORM
1. Describe your classroom activity. 

Class Mixer Activity
This activity has 4 short (math) problems on a worksheet and each problem is to be completed with a different partner.  Students find a partner that they don’t know and write down their partner’s name by the first problem.  They complete the problem together.  Then each person in the pair finds a different partner with whom to complete the second problem.  Students continue until they have completed all four problems.  When they are finished they have worked with four different people and have four different names on their paper.  I walk around the room and answer questions.
I recommend doing this activity on the first day of class or very early in the term.
(See attached worksheet)
2. Why did you choose this particular activity? 

The idea for this activity came from a student who suggested that it would be nice to meet different people in the class, especially people on the other side of the room, to create a safer classroom atmosphere.
3. What are the activity outcomes? 

Students move around the room to find a partner which helps kinesthetic learners.  Students get to meet people they might not meet otherwise.  The class is very active and lively and they have fun!  Students help each other understand the material.  It is a great community-building activity.
4. What were the intended activity outcomes? 

My intention was for students to meet each other, discuss math problems and help each other.  I wanted to create community in the classroom and improve retention.

