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SUBMISSION FORM
1. Describe your classroom activity. 

As the last learning module in my online WR 227 class, students create their resumes and save them as a web page. They may create a resume for their “dream job,” for a lateral move with their current employer, or for a step up to a more challenging and better-paying position, even if temporary. I let them decide. To write their resumes, the students apply document design principles, make language and font choices, determine who their audience is and exactly what their purpose is, edit and proofread extensively, making sure that the resume is free from errors and professionally written. I specify that they keep the assignment to two pages or less and save it as a web page, which sometimes makes it easier for them to post on professional head-hunting sites. Plus, they have the experience of creating a web page, which is very easy in Microsoft Word (Save As > Web Page).
This activity creates a positive and successful learning experience by:

· Fosters relationships among students and their instructor. The students proofread each other’s documents, and I provide comments and encouragement during final week.

· Makes students feel supported and included. This assignment confirms that each student is a professional seeking and deserving fulfilling employment. For younger students who have never created their resume, this is a chance to join the ranks of the professional.

· Helps students discover the connection between the course and life. Since the activity is directly related to the student’s life and lifework, the connection is immediate and undeniable. Students apply principles from the entire term in the creation of their resume, add Technical Writing as a coursework highlight on the resume, and take their professionally-written resume to their future employer.

· Increases retention of coursework. As students apply the communication principles they have learned during the term to an actual, “real-world” document that will help them reach the next level in their working lives, they transfer knowledge from the school context to the professional context. 
2. Why did you choose this particular activity? 

Since PCC students are typically working and going to school, they have an awareness of what it takes to survive and succeed in the “real world.” I have to make sure that all of my demands on their time have a practical application in their lives. They love to learn skills that they can apply and the sooner the better. Students in my Technical Writing 227 course, which I teach online, are either getting ready to step out into a new profession, or continue their education at another institution. In just about all cases, they are working and trying to better their position in their current position, whether it’s a part-time grocery stocking job or a full-time graphic design work. I look at this activity as the final tool in the student’s toolbox that will give them an advantage as they move forward.
3. What are the activity outcomes? 

The students in almost every case produce professional quality resumes that can actually be submitted to potential employers. 
4. What were the intended activity outcomes? 
Students gain knowledge about themselves and their abilities, some familiarity with web development, reinforcement of course principles and concepts, and confidence in their abilities to move to the next level in their professional lives.
