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SUBMISSION FORM
1. Describe your classroom activity.  Presentation of the difference between culture and society. I present two hypothetical nations – Argon and Xenon. Each one is their own society. Some folks from Argon move to Xenon and (for sake of explanation) settle in close proximity to each other. I then discuss the social pressures on the Argon “community” in Xenon. Such as they may be representatives of Argon culture, but why Xenon won’t let them establish Argon society in Xenon’s borders. I discuss the pressures to change that the Argon community likely faces in Xenon, and the identity challenges that may be faced by members of that community. I introduce the concepts of cultural drift, stereotypes, ethnocentrism, and “permanent foreigners” among other concepts.
2. Why did you choose this particular activity? I use this activity because it gets at common biased assumptions, clarifies the differences and interaction of culture and social structure, and because it resonates powerfully with students from other societies – or who have been raised in families who have immigrated.
3. What are the activity outcomes? On the part of students from the US, it is an eye opener in terms of racism and stereotypes. On the part of students who have immigrated, or are from immigrant families, it speaks to their experiences and helps place those experiences within a larger context.
4. What were the intended activity outcomes? Beyond, the expectations I have of this presentation, is the response of students who are immigrants or come from immigrant families. These students regularly contribute their personal experiences to the discussion. For many, this early verbal participation in the class continues throughout the term. This in turn enriches everyone’s learning experience as it provides ongoing reminders that the world and perspectives that are assumed by dominant society group members are just that – assumed.

