Classroom Activity Contest
Sponsored by the Faculty Committee on Student Retention


SUBMISSION FORM
1. Describe your classroom activity. 

I have the students check out this website: http://www.iscifistory.com/scifaku/elements/periodichaiku.asp
and I ask the students to come up with their own original haiku or poem about one of the elements on the periodic table.
2. Why did you choose this particular activity? 

Chemistry can be a lot of math and formulas and this lets the non-analytical type student a chance to really participate.  For those students fulfilling a general science requirement, it gives them a chance to showcase their liberal arts side.  Plus, they need to do some research to write a good haiku or poem so they get a deeper understanding of the material while having some fun.
3. What are the activity outcomes? 

Some very good haikus and poems have come out of this!  There also has been some fun trivia learned.  One term, a haiku on copper turned into a great discussion about how crabs use this element in their bodies and that’s why their blood is blue.

4. What were the intended activity outcomes? 

This activity is meant to interject some fun into the class and connect theory (what an element is) to life (what an element does).  It’s meant to encourage the creative and artistic side of students as they apply their knowledge to everyday examples.  When students enjoy an assignment, they become more invested in the learning experience.

