Classroom Activity Contest
Sponsored by the Faculty Committee on Student Retention


 SUBMISSION FORM
1. Describe your classroom activity. 

My classroom activity concerns the selection mechanism for classroom activities….

Each quarter, I offer students my courses a variety of possible assignments.  Each possible-assignment has a possible-point total.  A student’s course grade is determined by number of points accumulated during the quarter.  I ask students to select the assignments they will undertake from this set of possibilities.  

The range of assignments offers MANY different possible combinations of activities leading to desirable letter grades.  Options I offer include: webct discussion boards, in-class small group activities, individual or group research and presentations, timed quizzes, essays and papers, reading and lecture comprehension questions, and a cumulative final exam.  I urge students to select from among the options based on:

· Learning style

· Interest and enjoyment

· Current time and resources available 

· Family or work constraints
2. Why did you choose this particular activity? 

Students have greater receptivity to assignments they have a role in selecting.  An added benefit is that I get a greater range of assignments to grade!  Instead of just one LARGE stack of papers, all on the same topic that I must schlog through (for example), I get smaller stacks of many different kinds of things to look through. Students are more engaged, and I am more engaged.
3. What are the activity outcomes? 

Students who spend less time grumbling over assignments have (I think to myself) more energy left over for learning!  I have thought up no way to actually measure student engagement and receptivity, but I am pretty sure I have increased it!
4. What were the intended activity outcomes? 

More fun, less drudgery. Variety.  “Buy-in.” Engagement.  In effect, students get to customize their learning tools and assessment methodologies.  In that way, I achieve a better match between teaching and learning styles, and get to incorporate ALL of the best practices I borrow from my colleagues – without having to give up my own personal favorites!


