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The COMPASS Test

The COMPASS placement test is offered in Reading, Writing, and Math. The test helps
to determine whether you have the knowledge to succeed in the classes you are
planning to take or whether taking some preparatory classes will ensure your success.
Taking the three tests separately is usually helpful to ensure best results in all three
tests.

The COMPASS test is a selfadjusting, multiple choice test that is taken at the computer.

The answer to your current question will determine the next question; it will stop once

it has determined your level. Consequently the test is untimed and has a different

number of questions for each student. It also means that you will see questions that you

EOOz OUwOOOPOWET EEUUIT wUT T wOT U0wPPOOWEUOwWablwdoUu
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test presents to you.

You will receive paper, pencil, and a calculator. Since you will work on the computer

you will not be allowed to bring food or drink. Once you have completed a test you will

receive a printout with your scores and a recommendation of classes to take. You
should then make an appointment with an advisor to discuss your course work.
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The COMPASS test can be taken on all three campuses (Cascade, Rock Creek, and
Sylvania) and the Southeast Center. Following are the locations and phone numbers.
Contact the testing center of your choice for opening hours. During those opening hours
you can take the test at any time.

Cascade: SSB 204, 5638785234

e Rock Creek: Bldg. 9, Rm. 118, 508147300

e Southeast Center: Mt Tabor Hall, Room 107& 109, 5037886277
e Sylvania: CC 216, 502977-4533

e Testing Centers website: http://www.pcc.edu/resources/testing/

After you have taken the placement test in the three subjects of Reading, Writing, and
Math, you should see an advisor to discuss your course work. Here are the advising
centers for each campus:

e Cascade: SSB 150, 568785271, opening hours:
o0 Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8:30am - 6:00pm
0 Wednesday: 8:30am- 7:00pm
o Friday: 8:30am- 4:00pm

Rock Creek: Bldg. 9, Rm. 102, 508147297, opening hours:
0 Monday to Thursday: 8:30am - 6pm
o Friday: 8:30am- 4pm

Southeast Center: Mt Tabor Hall, Room 152, 503788-6240, opening hours:
0 Monday to Thursday: 9am - 6pm
o Friday: 8am - 4pm

Sylvania: CC 216, 503977-4531 , opening hours:
o0 Monday, Tuesday and Thursday: 8am - 6pm
0 Wednesday: 8am- 7pm
o Friday: 8am - 5pm

Academic Advising w ebsite: http://www.pcc.edu/resources/advising/
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Test-taking Str ateqies

1. Take the Placement Test Seriously
Giving your best during the test can save you several terms of math, reading,
EQEwbPUPUDOT WEOEUUI UOWEOQEwWUT 1 UT I OUIl WEWOOU WO
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show it on the test so that you are placed into the appropriate class for your skKill
level.

2. Prepare For the Test
It is important that you review your knowledge before you take the test,
particularly if you have not been in school for ma ny years. Go over the following
parts in this review packet to refresh your memory about the things you once
knew. This packet is not designed to help you learn material that you never
knew. For that you should take a class.

It is equally important, howev er, that you are physically prepared for the test. Be

sure to get enough sleep the night before, and eat something nutritious before
EUUDYDOT wi OUwWUT T wOT UU6 w#xr OOz UWEOOUUOTI weda Ul
before the test. Caffeine might make you feel more jittery and less patient,

causing you to skip important steps. Too much sugar will give you a short

energy boost followed by a sense of fatigue. Drink water or tea instead.

3. Take Time
The Compass Test is not timed which means that you can takeas much time as
you need. Make use of that! Read the questions carefully, think about them, do
your work on paper, and then choose an answer. Your score does not depend on
how long you take for each question. Your score only depends on whether you
choose te right answer.

4. Read the Questions Carefully

Ul 1 wél UEPOUwWYI UAWEEUI T UOOadw wUbDOx Ol w?00U0~
to copy the question onto paper and underline the important information or
rewrite it in your own words.
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5. Work Math Problems out on Paper
Since the COMPASS Test is a test that you take on the computer make sure to
EOxawlOEUTl wxUOEOI OUwOOUOwWwxEx]I UWEOEwWPOUOWUT |
Working a prob lem out carefully and minding all the details gets you the points
to place you in the right class.

6. Take a Break
You can take a break whenever you like! Just go to the testing supervisor, and
s/he will save your work. You can continue when you come back. Y ou can even
come back the next day.

This is very important because in order to do well on the test you need to
concentrate. So if you need to use the restroom, go. If you are thirsty or hungry,
go drink and eat. If you are tired, get up and take a walk or go home and come
back the next day.

Additional Resources
for the COMPASS placement test

e The testing centers website:http://www.pcc.edu/resources/testing/

e The testing centers website for the COMPASS placement test:
http://www.pcc.edu/resources/testing/college -placement.html

e The COMPASS website:http://www.act.0 rg/compass/student/index.html

e Sample test questions on the COMPASS website:
http://www.act.org/compass/sample/index.html
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Reading Review

The COMPASS Reading Placement Test tests theability to refer and reason based
on the information presented. The following is a review of topics that may be
found on this test.

l. Finding the Main Idea 8
I. Vocabulary: Word Meaning and Context 9
[ll.  Supporting Details 11
IV. Inferences 12
V. Implied Main Ideas and Ce ntral Points 14
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|. Finding the Main Idea

e 311 WOEPOWPEI EwPUwUT T weUUT OUzZUwWwOEDPOwWx OPOU
311 wEUUT OUzZ UwWwOEPOwx OPOUWPUWEwWI 1 601 UEOWUUE
e UOw?PT EU0wWPUWUT T wxOPOUWETI POT wOEET wEEOUUOWOT
The main idea can be located at the beginning, middle, or end of a paragraph.

w
I

C Ou

Practice Exercises

Exercise 1:

(1) For over a century, marketers have been using packaging to get consumers to buy

their products. (2) Since the 1890s, Quaker Oats has put its rolled ats in a box with a

picture of a religious Quaker. (3) The package suggests that their cereal is wholesome.

(4) In 1898, a man named C.W. Post wanted to create the image of a healthy breakfast

I OOES wpk Aw2 Owi | wx OEET EWE wE O x arub@®iOui & Tuibudud EEIT QUEW
Grape Nuts cereal. (6) Packaging is so important that store brands often try to take

advantage of it by looking like the bestselling national brands. (7) Their packages

imitate the color of the labels, the shape of the container, andso on.

What is the topic?
Cereal Packaging Products

Which sentence is the main idea of the passage?
1 4 6

Exercise 2:

(1) Many of our wedding customs reflect the fact that women once had little say in who

their groom would be. (2) Before the twel fth century, the best man was a watrrior friend

who helped a man capture and kidnap a woman he desired, often from another tribe.

ot Aw" EVUADPOT wOT 1 wEUPET wOYT UwOT 1T wOT UT UT OOEwWPUO
represented the kidnapping ofthe daul T Ul UwpkPT Owbpb OUOEwWOOU0wbDPOODPOT O
house. (5) After a man captured or bought a bride, he disappeared with her for a while

OOwWEwi 601 a006600wVOwWUT E0wl 1 Uwi EOPOAaWEOUOEO7z UwUu
couple, the bride would already b e pregnant.
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What is the topic?
Grooms Wedding Customs Kidnapping

More practice exercises can be found on Townsend Press Online Learning Center:
http://www.townsendpress.net/home.php

Il. Word Mea ning

Context clues used to find word meaning:

e the surrounding text

e examples of the new word

e synonyms: a word that means the same as another word
e antonyms: a word opposite in meaning to another word

Practice Exercises

Directions for Exercises 3 and 4: Using the surrounding text, choose the meaning of
the bold -faced word.

Exercise 3:
Onanimpulse Ow" EUOEWEOUT | UWEwWOOU wWOi woOl UET ECEDPUI wEUL
UEOT w211 wOEUTI UwUI TUT UUI EwUT ECwUT T wi EEOGz Uwx OE

1. dare 2. review 3. sudden wish or urge

Exercise 4:

2, Ubw 001 002 wUE b E weeasbEURPEGOHUA] BwaGUI0ud xUA uBBld wE OE L
1. enjoy 2. begin 3. stop

Directions for Exercises 5 and 6: Using the examples in the following sentences,
choose the meaning of the bold -faced word.

Exercise 5:

Assets such as good health, a loving family, and an enjoyable job make life rewarding.
Assets are:
1. things of value 2. rewards on the job 3. helpful people
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Exercise 6:
Newspaper reporters have been fired for fictitious reporting that in cluded quotations
which were never said and events that never occurred.

fictitious means:

1. true-life 2. unknown 3. notreal

Directions for Exercises 7 and 8: Underline the synonym of the bold -faced word in
the following sentences.

Exercise 7:
Hal was a medio cre student. He was an average baseball player as well.

Exercise 8:
Students are oftenapprehensive of final exams, but with the right study skills, they
EOOzUwi EYI wOOWET wil EUI UOG

Directions for Exercises 9 and 10: In the following sentences, first u nderline the
antonym of the bold -faced word then choose the meaning of the word in bold.
Exercise 9:
| thought it was difficult to ascendthe mountain, but | discovered that climbing down it
was even worse.

1. climb up 2. walk around 3. climb down
Exercise 10:
The teachercommended two students on the outstanding work they were doing. Then
he criticized the rest of the class for doing so poorly.

1. blamed

2. graded

3. praised

More practice exercises can be found on Townsend Press Online Learning Center:
http://www.townsendpress.net/home.php
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lll. Supporting Detalls

e Supporting details are facts that support the main idea.
e Major details explain and develop the main idea.
e Minor details develop and make clear major details.

Tips:

e EEPUPOOWPOUEUWUUET wEUW?OOUI OYI U2 Ow?EOQOUT I

e +PDPUUWPOUEUWUUET WEUW? EwWOUOET UwoOi O2 w? Ewi | pwU
coming.

Practice Exercises

Exercise 11:

(1) Some countries require wamings on cigarette packs much stronger than the

warnings in the United States. (2) New warnings adopted by Australia now show

pictures of cancerous lungs and bloodied brains with text that cautions, "Smoking

EQUEOI UwadluwuUbhUOwWOI uedrd hadrad packagesahbt featdrelarg@,E O E wi O
blunt messages, such as "Smoking kills." (4) The messages span at least a third of the

box in large lettering. (5) In Canada, a pack of smokes comes with stark labels of

decayed teeth.

What is the main idea?
1. Sentence 2 2. Sentence 5 3. Sentence 1

How many major details are in this passage?
1. three 2. four 3. five

Exercise 12:

(1) According to researchers, our personalities are reflected in the ways we shop. (2)

Organized shoppers are efficient people who go to the store armed with lists and clear

ideas of what they want and how to get it quickly. (3) Impulsive shoppers are people

who buy something because they see it and like it. (4) Anxious shoppers are fearful

people for whom shopping means having to make decisions, something they hate to do.

G)Anti-UT Ox x1 UUWEUI wEDUDPOUI Ul UUIT Ewxl Ox Ol whT OWEOO:
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How many major details are in this paragraph?

1. one 3. three 5. five
2. two 4. four
Exercise 13:

Identify the topic, main idea, and supporting details from the sente nces below.

1. The spinal column prevents the body from caving in on itself.

2. The spinal column protects the delicate nerve tissue of the spinal cord.
3. Roles of the spinal column.

4. The human body could not function without the spinal column.

Topic:
Main Idea:
Supporting Details:

More practice exercises can be found on Townsend Press Online Learning Center:
http://www.townsendpress.net/home.php

V. Inferences

e Inferencesshould be based on the facts presented.
e Conclusions drawn from inferences should be based on evidence, information,
experiences, and common sense.

Practice Exercises

Directions for Exercises 14-17: Circle the letter of the inference that is based onth e
facts presented in each passage below.

Exercise 14:
P#O0Owa OUwWET OP1 YI wbOwoODPi | wEl U UwET EUT y»2 wUOT 1 wedU
281 UOwWwUPUO? wUT T wOl pwi OxO0Oail 1l wUl xOP1 EB
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What can be concluded from the information presented in the passage above?

E6Gw3i |l wEl EEwl UEOCEOOUT T Uz Uwli T OUODWEEOT wOOwWUOT 1T wo
b. The boss has awild imagination.

ESw3T 1T wi OxO00al il wi EEwOPI EWEEOUUwW! 60T wOOwWi PUwWI

Exercise 15:

Research has shown that the average mother cradles her baby in her left arm. The

x OUPUDPOOWEOOOPUWUT I whbOi EOQUzZUwT I EEQWIOIWEZ Wudi EUw
heartbeat. Interestingly, this form of cradling has been noted worldwide among women

in modern societies, in traditional villages, and in art depicting motherhood in centuries

past.

The information in this passage shows that:

a. Only mothers who ar e taught to cradle the baby on the left know they should do so.
b. Mothers instinctively know how to cradle their babies in a comforting way.

c. Fathers possess no instinctive skills to take care of children.

Exercise 16:
Fast foods tend to be high in caloriesand saturated fat. People who eat a lot of fast food
EUI wEOQwT Ul EVTl UwUPUOwI OUwWOET UPUadw3ilazUl weOUO

This passage shows that:

a. Consumption of fast foods is linked to health problems.
b. People who eat fast foods becone obese.

c. All fats are harmful.

Exercise 17:

, OUUWEOPOEOQUWEOOz Uwl E0wOOUUB w( UwbUwi EVEWUOWED
reindeer fill up with lots of moss. Why? The moss contains a special chemical that helps

reindeer keep their body fluids warm.

Reindeer eat moss because:

a. They like the taste.

b. They live where it is very cold.

c. It is the only food available.

More practice exercises can be found on Townsend Press Online Learning Center:
http://www.townsendpress.net/home.php
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V. Implied Main Ideas and Central Points

¢ Main ideas may be suggested or implied. In cases such as these, the main idea
may be inferred from the supporting details provided.

e Passages with morethanonex EUET UEx T wOi Ul OQwl EY]I wEw?E]I 60U
point may be stated or implied.

e To find the central point, look for the topic of the passage and consider the
supporting details provided within the passage.

Practice Exercises

Directions for Exercise s 1820: For each passage, circle the letter of the sentence that
is the implied main idea.

Exercise 18:

(UwPEUwWUI xOUUI EwUT E0CwbOwhA vhuOwbT I OwbOUOwdOw2 U
EOOxOI Ul EWECEwWUT OPOwUOwW* DOT w&l OUT 11 ul(U3elul Eud ERUE O
PEUUDPI PEPEOS8?» w( UUWEUET PUT EUOwW" T UPUUOXxT T UweUI O
EOOxOPOI OUB w( OwUT 1 whA YRYyQIOupPUERG 11 Ak Que EuGCH uErGEOUWRER PEI E
Ol wi Ul EDwWEUUDPUCOUAG?

a. The meaning of words can change dramatically over the course of time.
E6Gw2U6w/ EUOzUwW" EVUI 1 EUEOQWPEUWET UDPT Ol EWEaAWEUET B
c. King George | was known to criticize people harshly.

Exercise 19:

In 1957, one researcher decided to investigate the power of subliminal advertising. At a
movie theater, he inserted single-frame Coca-Cola and popcorn ads among the 26
frames projected on the movie screen every second. The appearance of the ads was so
rapid that the audience was unaware of seeing them. But the researcher concluded that
x 1 Ox Ol z Wious thisds Pefcbived the ads. His evidence? CocaCola sales
increased 18 percent and popcorn sales 57.9 percent after showings of the films with
subliminal ads.

a. People enjoy drinking Coca-Cola and eating popcorn while at the movies.
b. Subliminal advertising is more effective on movie screens than on TV sets.

EGw2UEODOPOEOQWEEYI UUDUDOT wExxT EU0wUOwWDOI OUI OE
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Exercise 20:

In a tongue-in-cheek analysis of bureaucracies, Laurence Peter proposed what has

become known as the Peter Pinciple: bureaucracy employees are promoted to their

level of incompetence. People who perform well are promoted. If they again perform

Pl OOOwUT T azUl wxUOOOUI EWET EDOG w3l PUwxUOEI UUWEO
which they no longer handle th eir responsibilities well; this is their level of

incompetence. But if the Peter Principle were fully true, bureaucracies would be staffed

entirely by incompetents and would function poorly. In reality, many bureaucracies

function efficiently and smoothly.

a. The Peter Principle is only partly true.
b. Most bureaucracies are run by incompetents.
c. Promotions tend to be unfair.

Directions for Exercises 21-23: In each of the exercises, choose the number that
expresses the central point of the following passages.

Exercise 21:
(1) Fast-food chains serve billions of hamburgers each year to customers across
North America, Europe, and Japan. (2) This enormous appetite for beef creates a
massive need for cattle. (3)In response, beef suppliers in Brazil, Costa Rica, and other
Latin American countries are devoting more and more national land to cattle ranches.
(4) Unlike cattle in the United States, Latin American cattle graze on grass.
(5) This diet produces the lean meat demanded by fastfood corporations and
restaurants. (6) However, a grass diet also requires a great deal of land for grazing.
(7) What is the source of this extra grazing space? (8)Unfortunately, ranchers are using
forest land. (9) Each year thousands of square miles of old forests are aared to make
atmosphere. (11)In other words, the desire for red meat has helped destroy invaluable
forests and created an environmental problem that is impacting the entire planet.

Which sentence expresses the central point?

Exercise 22:

(2) It is not surprising that people get so worked up arguing over the true nature
of wolves. (2) A look at stories about wolves shows that these two contrasting
opinion | that wolves are wonderful creatures and that they are vicious, dangerous
beast§ have been around for many years.

(3) In 1905, the American author Jack London wrote a novel called White Fang
(4) In that story, the title character is a wolf who, ultimatel vy, lives peacefully with
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show a similar positive view of wolves. (6) Native Americans lived in harmony with
these creatures, and they portrayed them in stories as their respeted brothers.
(7) Roman mythology also tells of a bond between wolves and human beings.
(8) According to legend, an infant named Romulus, after being thrown out to die, was
fed by a wolf; he survived and went on to found the city of Rome in 753 B.C.
(9) On the other hand, there are all sorts of stories and legends that promote the
idea that wolves are dangerous, frightening creatures. (10) Stories of werewolves| men
who turn into wolves and tear people apart | were common in Europe by the 1400s and
are still believed in certain remote areas. (11} Ow! UE Qw2 U atuld thethed @Y 1 O w
terrified when a pack of snarling wolves surround the carriage that is carrying him to
creatures. (13)( Ow? + PDUUOT will Ewl1PEDPOT w OOEO~?» wi OUwlI BREOx C
EIl YOUUUwW1l Ewl1bDEDPOT w OOEzUwl UEOGEOOUT I UWEUwWPI OO0

Which sentence expresses the central point?

Exercise 23:

1) In recent years, DNA evidence has been used to free many prisoners who were
convicted of crimes they did not commit. (2) Many of these prisoners were originally
linked to their alleged crimes through the use of fingerprint evidence. (3) While
fingerprint evidence can be useful in solv ing a crime, it is not as foolproof as some
people think.

(4) Every individual in the world has a unique set of fingerprints, so it seems as
though it should be a good tool for identification. (5) The problem arises in the difficulty
of determining whether or not two sets of prints are an exact match. (6)For a set of
fingerprints to be properly recorded, the fingers are inked and then rolled, one finger at
a time, onto a flat surface. (7)Or else they are scanned into a machine that captures and
stores ead finger as a digital image. (8) Such properly recorded prints can be quickly
analyzed by a computer, accurately identified, and matched with another set of
properly recorded prints.

(9) Fingerprints found at a crime scene, however, are rarely clean and distinct.
(10) A fingerprint at a crime scene frequently shows only about 20 percent of the whole
fingertip. (11) And crime -scene prints are often distorted because they are on an uneven
surface or, sometimes, have been covered in blood. (12Yhese partial prints are difficult
to read. (13) A computer cannot make an accurate match from such a print.

(14) Therefore, it is up to fingerprint experts to compare the crime scene print
with a properly recorded print. (15) A fingerprint expert must then determine, to the
best of his or her ability, whether or not the prints match. (16) Frequently, the link
between a crime-scene fingerprint and a particular individual is determined solely by
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the skill and judgment of the person attempting to make the match. (17) Far from being

foolproof, the determination is an inexact and subjective decision.

Which sentence expresses the central point?

More practice exercises can be found on Townsend Press Online Learning Center:

http://www.townsendpress.net/home.php

Answer Key for Reading Practice Exercises

Finding the Main Idea Inferences
1. Packaging, 1 14. c
2. Wedding Customs, 1 15. b
16. a
Word Meaning 17. b
3. 3
4. 3 Implied Main Ideas and Central Points
5.1 18. a
6. 3 19. ¢
7. average 20. a
8. fearful 21. 11
9. climb up, climbing down 22. 2
10. praised, criticized 23. 3

Supporting Details: Majo r and Minor
11. 3, three (2, 3, 5)
12. four (sentences 2, 3, 4, 5)
13. Topic: 3; Main Idea: 4; SD: 1,2

Practice exercises taken from:Townsend Press Learning Center.
http://www.townsendpress.net/home.php

Consulted Texts:

Groundwork for College Reading, 2008, John Langan

Ten Steps to Building College Reading Skills, 2005, John Langan
Ten Steps to Advancing College Reading Skills, 2004, John Langan
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Online Reading Resources

BBC: Learning English:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/index.shtml

This section of the BBC website is geared towards nonnative English speakers.
Current and past news articles with relevant vocabulary are offered.

CNN News: http://www.cnn.com/
A website that offers headline news in areas such as politics, entertainment,
travel, business, U.S. and domestic news.

Gallaudet University:
http://depts.gallaudet.edu/englishworks/exercises/main/reading.html

This website offers reading practice along with exercises that focus on finding the
main idea, inference, and details. Each reading passage includes an exercise for
relevant vocabulary.

Study Guides and Strategies:http://www.studyg s.net/

This study skills website offers study skills and strategies for reading critically,
speed and comprehension, reading essays and fiction, prereading material,
reading difficult material, and more.

Townsend Press Learning Center:http://www.townsendpress.net/home.php

This website offers online exercises to supplementGroundwork for College Reading
and Ten Steps to Building/Advancing/Improving College Readifextbooks are not
needed to do these lessons.

Word Surfing: http://www.wordsurfing.co.uk/20.html
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Writing Review

The COMPASS Writing Placement Test tests basic knowledge on punctuation,
grammar, sentence, structure, and rhetorica skills. Brief explanations and
practice exercises in these areas are provided for review.

l. Punctuation 20
I. Basic Grammar and Usage 25
Il. Sentence Structure 38

IV.  Rhetorical Skills: Writing Strategies, Organization, and Style 38
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|. Punctuation

Directions for all Punctuation Exercises: Complete the practice exercises after each
punctuation explanation.

Comma

A comma is used after an introductory dependent clause(a clause at the beginning of
a sentence that cannot stand alone).

Practice Exercises
1. While we were watching for Mom we started our homework.
2. Although she is wearing red blue is her favorite color.

A comma is used in a compound sentence between independent clauses(complete
thoughts) joined by coordinating conjunction = FANBOYS: For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So.

Practice Exercises
3. The new cars arrived yesterday and they will be delivered tomorrow.
4. Most of the lecture was interesting but some students were not impressed.

Commas are used to separate words, phrases, or clauses in a series.

Practice Exercises

5. Mr. Jensen wanted us to bring apples milk and bread.

6. Rehearsals are held before school during recess and at night.

7. The supervisor wanted to know who had broken into the store why they had done
soand what had been taken.

A comma is used to set off introductory words, introductory participial or infinitive
phrases, and long (generally 5 words or more) introductory prepositional phrases.

Practice Exercises

8. Incidentally | was not late this morning.

9. Hoping she had enough money she approached the register.
10.To arrive on time we must leave here by six.

11.In light of our financial condition building a house is not wise.
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Parenthetical statements (words, phrases, or clauses) are set off by commas. They are
often words of direct address.

Practice Exercises

12.The quality of the material, however, was beyond question.
13.Mr. Reyerson is, | think, a very successful salesman.
14.Jamie, please clean your room.

Two adjectives modifying the same noun should be separated by a comma if the
word and could be used between the adjectives.

Practice Exercises
15. Everyone envied her dark green car.
16. His arrogant condescending manner annoyed us.

A nonessential phrase or clause is set off by commas.

Practice Exercises

17.My father who was born in southern Utah is 83 years old.

18. Officer Jones chasing after the thief grabbed the gun.

19. Lacrosse a sport played hundreds of years ago is still popular.

An appositive (a word that renames the noun) is set off by commas.

Practice Exercises

20.Nick Van Exel the player from the Lakers looks like a camel.

21.317 1 wEPEUEWPEUWI BYI OwlUOw) EOw" EUOOZUWEEUT T Ul UG
22.American athletes Karl Malone and Michael Jordan are well-known to everyone.

Use a comma when it is necessary to make the meaning of a sentence clear.

Practice Exercises
23.Ever since our supplies have been stored in a warehouse.
24.Before the rainstorm everything was dry; after everything looked bright and green.

Use commas to separate cities and states and days and years; also use commas around
direct quotations.
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Practice Exercises

25.We moved here from Ann Arbor Michigan three months ago.

26.Mrs. Bitters the next meeting will be on Tuesday August 13 2001 in Seattle.

2772 EDI OUPI PEwUI Ul EUET 2 wUT 1 WUEPEwW?T EVUwi OUOEwWEC
EEOEI UG 2 w

NO COMMAS needed to set off essenti al phrases or clauses.
U My sister who lives in Massachusetts is coming to visit.
!l EEVUUT wOT 1T whpUBDUT Uwi EVUwWOOUT wUOT EOQwOOT wUubUUI L
necessary to identify which sister is being referred to| no commas)
U One of the policemen chasing after the thief grabbed the gun. (Participial phrase
PET EUDOT wEl UT UwUOT T wOT BT 1 2 wb U wOnoEdmbhasE Ua wUOwbE
U The committee reached a decision that was nd popular. (Adjective clauses which
EI T DPOwpPDUT w? Ul BWcomrkas)l wi UUI OUPEO

Semicolon

Use a semicolon to connect two independent clauses when the two clauses are
related.

Practice Exercises

1. (wWwEEOz Uwl EVWUUUEPET UUPT Uwl0T 1T awl YT wOl wEwWUEUT
2.31T 1 WUOEET Uwl EOCT wET T POUWEU Wl wOZEOOEOQwWx Ol EUI wE
3. *EUl OWEOEwW3OOwpkl OUwUOw" OEOEazUwi OUWEPOOT UwUT
4
5

. David left work early he had a dentist appointment at 3:00 P.M.
. Kate always wears earmuffs during the winter her ears are extra sensitive to the
cold.

Use a semicolon to connect two independent clauses when the second clause begins
with a conjunctive adverb (however, therefore, furthermore, moreover, etc.).

Practice Exercises

6. | can build a tree house with scrap lumber however, | must buy a rope ladder.

7. Ranchers put up barbed wire fences otherwise, cattle will roam to other ranches.
8. Exercising daily takes hard work nevertheless, millions of Americans do it.

9. The runner was shaking from fatigue however, she finished the marathon.
10.Walking home takes an hour furthermore, there is no sidewalk.
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Use a semicolon to join a series of items that include commas.

Practice Exercises

11.1 am currently taking Spanish, which | enjoy math, which 1 find difficult and
psychology, which is my favorite subject.

12.We visited Lima, Peru Rio Dijonero , Brazil and Salt Lake City, Utah.

13.The trio's birthdays are November 17, 1971 June 9, 1975 and October 27, 1974.

14.Her favorite players are Coby Bryant, a point guard Greg Oden, a center and
Brandon Roy, a forward.

15.The teenager attempted to purchase beer from the undercover officer on Friday, July
4th Saturday, July 5th and Sunday, July 6th.

Colon

A colon should be used to join to independent clauses where the second clause is to
be emphasized.

Practice Exercises
1. Road construction in Portland has hindered travel around town parts of Broadway,
Fifth, and Sixth are closed during the construction.
2. ' UPEOQWPEUWOI YI UwOUUOwOIi wi DPUwi Evderever pedvetd.] EET wl |
3. Mike could not remember that the accident had totaled his car and put him in the
hospital, but he was sure of one thing he was lucky to be alive.

Use a colon after an independent clause that is followed by a list of items, direct
guotation, or an appositive (a word or phrase that renames another noun).

Practice Exercises

4. Julie went to the store for some groceries milk, coffee, cereal, and fruit

5. I know the perfect job for her a politician.

6. In his Gettysburg Address, Abraham Lincoln urge s Americans to rededicate
themselves to the unfinished work of the deceased soldiers "It is for us the living
rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have
thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task
remaining before us | that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to
that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion | that we here
highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain, that this n ation under
God shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the people, by the
people, for the people shall not perish from the earth.”
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Parentheses

Use parentheses to de-emphasize content.

Practice Exercises

1. The movie which is rated -R hasviolence and adult language.

2. Her husband says that there is no better way to spend a Sunday afternoon than
eating spaghetti his favorite food and watching a movie.

3. She loved the color gray of her new car.

Dash

Use a dash to emphasize content within the d ash or the content that follows the dash.

Practice Exercises

1. It was his humor not his good looks that made him so popular.

2. There are two reasons the couple are having problems money and communication.

3. She had so many errands to do go to the store, stop bythe bank, and pick-up the
kids that she did not know where to begin.

Use a dash to highlight an appositive that includes commas.

Practice Exercises

4. The three sisters Ally, Jessica, and Kirstin fought all the time.

5. There are three types of fruitoranges, papaya, and banana that | like to eat all the
time.

Quotations

Use quotations to enclose direct quotes, to highlight a word, poems, song
titles, short stories, magazine articles, newspaper articles, and chapter titles.

Practice Exercises

1. She aked, When will you be leaving for the airport? | answered, At 6:30
tomorrow morning.

2. Of Human Bondage, by Somerset Maugham

3. History is stained with blood spilled in the name of justice.
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ll. Basic Grammar and Usage

Articles

Types of Articles
Definite: the
Indefinite: a, an

Using Definite Article the

e use before singular and plural nouns when the noun is specific and/or definite

e used when referring to a particular member of a group

e use with noncountable nouns that are made more specific by a limiting or
modifying phrase or clause, i.e., The tea in my cup is too cold.

¢ use when referring to something unique, i.e., thePentagon

e do not use thewhen referring to noncountable nouns in the generals sense.
Example: TheEnglish is his second language (In this case, the use othewould
be incorrect.)

¢ usethewith noncountable nouns that are made more specific by a limiting
modifying phrase or clause
Example: Thecoffee in my cup is too hot to drink.

e use after the first reference to a thing
$REOXx Ol buwRPui@ITHKOWEEUS ww3T I wWEEUwWPUwl UEaB

Using Indefinite Articles a & an
e use to refer to any member of a group
e use with singular nouns when the noun is general
e UUI wUOT 1T wbOET I POPUI wgUEOUDPUAWPOUOEW?UOOI 2 wi

Rules for using a & an
e a + singular nouns beginning with a consonant
e an + singular nouns beginning with a vowel
e a + singular noun starting with a consonant sound
$REOxOI ow? EwUUI U~?
e some + plural noun
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Using a & an when noun is modified by an adjective
e a + adjective beginning with a consonant + noun
e an + adjective beginning with a vowel + noun
e a + adjective beginning with a consonant sound + noun
$REOXxOl OW?EwW$s UUOx]T EOWEOUOUUA -

Specific & Generic Use of Articles
e a, an, thecan be used to refer to a noun that belongs to a whole class to which
individual countable nouns belong.
$REOXxOl ow? wxl OT UPOwWPUWEWEUUI wEODOEOG »
$REOxOTl ow?37T 1T wxl OTUPOwWPUWEWEUUI wEOPOEODS »
e The omission of articles express generic meaning
$REOxOl 6w?$01 xI EOVUUWEUI wOEUT 1 w
$REOXx Ol ow?' ExxBDOI UUOHHG wEuwxpdODE B

EOU
TwdIO

2 w
OuD

és O>
@) Qu

EOD
%)

Practice Exercises

Directions for Exercises 1-10: Complete the sentences with the correct definite or
indefinite article.

I'm in a hurry, so maybe I'll place order for takeout tonight.
She is one of smartest peopleknow.

Have you ever bought airplane ticket?

Please speak little louder.

What is name of the next station?

| have never seen anteater.

Did you figure out answer to question number eleven?

Is there public telgphone near here?

He left his country and came to live in United States.

10 My little sister can't ride bike until she's a bit taller.

© NGk wdhPRE
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Adjectives

e Adjectives modify nouns and pronouns. Most adjectives answer questions:
What kind? Which one? How many?

e Adjectives answering the What kind? question are descriptive. They tell the
quality, kind or condition of the nouns or pronouns they modify.
redconvertible dirty fork
noisy muffler wild roses
The rain isgentle  Bob wastired.

¢ Adjective s answering the Which one? question narrow or restrict the meaning of
a noun. Some of these are pronouns that become adjectives by function.

my money ourideas
this reason theseapples
e Adjectives answering the How many? question are numbering words.
somepeople eachpet
five dollars manygoals
Adverbs

e Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs. Adverbs answer the
guestions How? Where? Whena&nd To what degree?
Modifying Verbs: They did [verb] their work quickly[adverb].
Modifyi ng Adjectives: They were reasonablyadverb] happy[adjective].
e EYI UEUWEOUPI UDPOT wUT T w?' Obpy2 waUIl UUPOOWEUI w

She ate the snailshungrily. He snored noisily.

e EYIUEUwWUT EVWEOUPT UwUTT w?61T 1 UIy?2waUi UUDPOOW
They drove downtown She walked upstairs

e EYI UEUWEOUPI UPOT wUOT T w?61 1 0y>wa@Ul UUDPOOwWDPOE
The ship sailed yesterday | expect an answersoon

e EYIUEUwWUT EUWEOUPT UwUT | w?3 0wkl ECWETTUIT y2uw
She isentirely correct. He was somewhagannoyed.

e Most words ending in tly are adverbs.
He worked skillfully. She answered himcourteously

e However, there are exceptions:
The house had alovely[adjective] view.
Your goblin mask is ugly [adjective].
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Practice Exercises

Directions for Exercise s 1-10: Underline the correct adjective or adverb.

=

o0k wd

7.
8.
9.

"TUPUWPUWE wpl OOEOwWP] O0OAwWI OOUEEOOwxOEal UOwWE
game.
She cooks (good, well) enough to have her own cooking show on television.
300z U0wpUi OEODPOT OwUibréupodeddl ddask WEEE WET T EY
He plays both the drums and the flute (good, well).
Charlie returned his phone messages (prompt, promptly).
Because of the construction outside, it was (real, really) hard to concentrate
during the lecture.
Tim borrowed (this, thes e) book from his teacher.
Fay and Sue (recent, recently) visited Paris.
i Ol UwUl YT UEOQwWUOIT I xO1l UUwoOPT T UUOwW- PEOwWI EEWE

10. Katie purchased (this, those) products on the Internet.

Apostrophes

An apostrophe is a signal telling the reader that a word is either a possessive or a
contraction. It is used with nouns and indefinite pronouns to show possession, to show
the omission of letters and figures in contractions, and to form the plurals of letters,
figures, and words referr ed to as words.

Forming Possessives

The apostrophe is used to mark the possessive. The possessive tells the reader
that someone or something ownsor possessdbke thing that comes after the
possessive. Here are some common rules about how to correctly ug
apostrophes to form a possessive:
A possessive shows that something is owned by someone. Use an apostrophe
and ¢ s to form the possessive of a noun, singular or plural, that does not end in ¢
S.

man's coat pOOI 6z UwUUBPOU
Use an apostrophe alone to form the possessive of a plural noun ending ints.

I PUOUZ WEODBDUT wouoOpPOUz wi GUUI
Use an apostrophe andt s or the apostrophe alone to form the possessive of
singular nouns ending in ts. Use the apostrophe andts only when you would
pronounce the s.
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) EOI War (if iyok would pronouncethes) ) EOI Uz Uwl EU
e Use an apostrophe andts to form the possessive of certain indefinite pronouns.
I YIUAEOEazUwHBI EVwOI EBOOUTT Uz UwxODPUOBO

Creating Contractions

A contraction is simply two words collapsed into one. You use contractions most often
in informal or personal types of writing but usually not in more formal types. When

you speak, you use contractions every day. Here are some common rules about how to

use apostrophes properly when creating contractions:

Use an apostrophe to indicate that letters or figures have been omitted.

Oz EOOE Owapthd cOdk U wi OUBOwWUT 1T ws WYBwpUT OU U wi OU w
Use an apostrophe with pronouns only when you are making a contraction. A

contraction is a combination of two words. T he apostrophe in a contraction

indicates where a letter has been omitted.

PUwPUwAwbUzUUT T wi EVwl dWUuwEW] wid wa dUz UI

(1 wOOwWOI VUUT UUwWT EYT wET T OQwoOl i OwOUUOwWEOBOZz UwUU

A s oA~ AN N

WRONG 37T 1 wEOT wEPUwWPUZzZUWUEDPOB wgpOOUWEWEOOUUE

RIGHT The dog bit its tail.

WRONG Whose the leader now?

RIGHT 61T Oz UwOT 1 woOl EET UwOWhb i wupE WEOOUUEEU
WRONG Its a big problem.

RIGHT (UzZUWEWEDT wx UOEGiiihd wpEWEOOUUEEUDOOWO

x Remember that the apostrophe marks themissing letter# OOz UwOE Ol wUOT T wedOO
mistake of placing the apostrophe between the two words, such as in these cases:
Ul OUOEz&JOowEOzOUO

Making Letters and Numerals Plural

Finally, the apostrophe is used in one other way. Although the apostrophe is never used
to make a word plural, it is used to mak e letters and numerals plural:

Use an apostrophe to indicate the plural of letters, figures, and words used as
words.
Dot your Bz U five Wz U andz U
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Practice Exercises

Directions for Exercises 1 -5: On the line provided, change the following phrases into
possessives (with an apostrophe or an apostrophe and an s where necessary).
Indicate all apostrophes clearly.

1.the chalk of the teachers:

2.the flowers of the patients:

3.the book of Alice:

4.the pulpit of the minister:

5.the rights of the women:

Directions for Exercises 6 -10: On the line prov ided, write each of the following as a
contraction.

6. should not:

7.you are:

8.1 will;

9.he has:

10. will not:

Directions for Exercises 11-15: In the followin g sentences, supply the missing
apostrophes.

11.Wheres my briefcase?

12.The dean ignored the mothers reaction to the new dress code.
13.June says | have my fathers eyes.

14.Cant we eat at your buddys restaurant?

15. Jans trunk wouldnt open.

PCC COMPASS Placement Test Review Packet 30



Verbs

Tense

There are twelve verb tenses in English. That means there are twelve different ways to
describe an action, depending on when it takes place. Knowing how to use verb tense
correctly can help you avoid unnecessary verb shifts in your writing. All this may seem
complicated, but most verbs can be classified in terms of the simple tensed present,
past, and future ¢ and seeing how they fall into this pattern will make them easier to
understand. Below is a brief review of the twelve verb tenses.

Simple Tenses

Present: refers to a situation that occurs now

Example: |, we, you, they drive; He, she, it drives.

Past: expresses an action that was completed in the past
Example: |, we, you, he, she, it, they drove.

Future: expresses an action that will occur in the future
Example: |, we, you, he, she, it, they will drive.

Progressive Tenses

Present Progressive: describes an event in progress

Example: | am driving; He, she, it is driving; You, we, they are driving.

Past Progressive: describes an event that was in progress in the past
Example: 1, he, she, it was driving; You, we, they were driving.

Future Progressive: describes an event that will take place in the future time
I, we, you, he, she, it, they will be driving.

Perfect Tenses

Present Perfect: refers to a time prior to now

Example: |, we, you, they have driven; He, she, it has driven.
Past Perfect: viewpoint on some past time

Example: I, we, you, he, she, it, they had driven.

Future Perfect: viewpoint on some future time

Example: I, we, you, he, she, it, they will have driven.

Perfect Progressive Tenses

Present Perfect Progressive: an action that began in the past that continues up to the
present.

Example: I, we, you, they have been driving; He, she, it has been driving.

Past Perfect Progressive:an action taking place in the past prior to some other past
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event
Example: I, we, you, he, she, it, they had been driving.
Future Perfect Progressive: Habitual action that begins in the present and will
continue into the future
Example: I, we, you, he, she, it, they will have been driving.
x Remember that irregular verbs do not follow the same pattern in their form as
regular verbs.

Practice Exercises

Directions for Exercise 1: Although the main tense in the following paragraph is
past, the writer correctly shifts to pre sent tense twice. Find these two verbs in present
tense. If you encounter difficulty, try reading the paragraph aloud.

1. The Iroquois Indians of the Northeast regularly burned land to increase open space
for agriculture. In fact, the early settlers of Boston found so few trees that they had to
row out to the islands in the harbor to obtain fuel. Just how far north this practice
extended is uncertain, but the Saco River in southern Maine appears to have been the
original northern boundary of the agricultu ral clearings. Then, pressured by European
settlement, the Iroquois extended their systematic burning far northward, even into the
Maritime Provinces of Canada. (abridged from Hay and Farb, The Atlantic Shore)

Directions for Exercise 2: Read the followin g paragraph through, and determine the
main tense. Then reread it and circle the three verbs that shift incorrectly from the
main tense.

2. For the past seven years, | have called myself a swimmer. Swimming, my one sport,
provides a necessary outlet for my abundant energy. | have always drawn satisfaction
from exertion, straining my muscles to their limits. | don't know why pushing forward

in the water, as my muscles cried out in pain, sets off a booming cheer in my head.
Many times when | rounded the tur n for the last lap of a race, my complaining muscles
want to downshift and idle to the finish. My mind, however, presses the pedal to the
floor and yells, "FASTER!" The moment that | touched the wall my muscles relax; the
pain subsides. | am pleased to hawe passed the point of conflict. (adapted from Brendon
MacLean, "Harder!")
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Directions for Exercise 3: You will notice several shifts in tense in the following

paragraph describing action in a fictional narrative. Find the six faulty shifts in tense.

3. In "The Use of Force" William Carlos Williams describes a struggle involving a
doctor, two parents, and their young daughter. The doctor must obtain a throat culture
from the girl, who was suspected of having diphtheria. This ordinarily simple task is
hindered by the frightened and uncooperative patient, Mathilda Olson. Adding to the
doctor's difficulties were the parents, who had to struggle with their own conflicting
emotions. They want their daughter helped, but they did not trust the doctor to do the
right thing. Sensitive to the parents' uncertainty, the doctor became more and more
frustrated by Mathilda's resistance. Williams gives considerable attention to how each
of the Olsons react, but it is clear that his main interest was in the doctor and his
responses. (adapted from a student essay)

http://engnet.jiangnan.edu.cn/zhxl/xzmj/owl purdue/g tensecEX1.html

Recognizing Subjects and Verbs (Adapted from Wor dsmith, 2007, Pamela, Arlov)

30wi POEwWUI T wUUENT EUOWEUOWUT | wgUIl UUDPOOwW?6T1T OwdU
30wi POEwWUI T wUUENT EQwOi wOT | wYl UEOQWEUOwWUT T waUI1 U

Look for the word that expresses action.
Example: Sheapplied for a job in a different departme nt.
A verb will often link the subject to the rest of the sentence.
Example: The roller coasterlooked dangerous.
wYl UEWOEaA WEOQUOWDPOEOUET WEwW?T 1 OxDOT wYl UE~> wod
Example: They had not planned on buying a new car.
Some verbs are compound velbs.
Example: They had not calculated the payments before they applied for the
loan.
An infinitive form (to + go) does not act as a verb in a sentence.
Example: Angela hasbegunto work | UOQwi OO0T 6 wep? UOwbPOUO? WEEOC
YT UESGww3T T wOERDwYA UEwPUW?REI T
When a verb ends inting, it cannot act as the web in the sentence unless a
helping verb precedes it.
Example: Brianwas driving way to fast.

(Note: You can often find the subject and verb in a sentence by eliminating any
prepositional phrases.)
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Subject and Verb Agreement

When writing, remember that subjects and verbs have to agree. Below is a list of

reminders for subject/verb agreement.

e When the subject of a sentence is composed of two or more nouns or pronouns
connected by and, use a plural verb. (AND implies addition. The nouns or
xUOOOUOUWPOwWUT I wUUENT EVwWEUT Ww?EEET E> w0OOT 1 U1

e When two or more singular nouns or pronouns are connected by or or nor, use a
singular verb. (OR and NOR imply only one option, so a singular verb is
needed.)

¢ When a compound subject contains both a singular and a plural noun or
pronoun joined by or or nor, the verb should agree with the part of the subject
that is nearer the verb.

e Do not be misled by a phrase that comes between the subjet and the verb. The

verb agrees with the subject, not with a noun or pronoun in the phrase.

The words each each one either, neither, everyone everybody, anybody, anyone,

nobody, somebody, someone and no oneare singular and require a  singular

verb.

e Nouns such ascivics, mathematics, dollars, measles, and news require singular
verbs, @3 Tst wEUwUT 1 wi OEwOl wUOT T Ul whOUEUWEOI UwdO
of their spelling.) Note: the word dollars is a special case. When talking about
an amount of money, it requires a singular verb, but when referring to the
dollars themselves, a plural verb is required.

e Nouns such asscissors, tweezers, trousers, and shearsrequire plural verbs.
(There are two parts to these things.

¢ In sentences beginning with there is or there are, the subject follows the verb.
Sincethere is not the subject, the verb agrees with what follows.

e Collective nouns are words that imply more than one person but that are
considered singular and take a singular verb, such as:group, team, committee,
class, andfamily .

e Expressions such aswith , together with , including , accompanied by, in addition
to, or as well do not change the number of the subject. If the subject is singular,
the verb is too.

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/599/01/
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Practice Exercises

Directions for Exercises 1 -20: For each sentence, circle the correct verb form.

Ron (works, work) in a tractor factory.

Mail -order catalogs (makes, make) shopping easier.

She (has, have) a stressful job as an emergency medical technician.
My golden retriever puppy (grows, grow) bigger every week.
Drinking and driving (does, do) not mix.

Her estimate for the repairs (seems, seem) high.

When (is, are) your in-laws coming to visit?

The students who (lives, live) next door have loud patrties.
Harold and Maude (expects, expect) to get married soon.

10 Your brother (budgets, budget) his salary well.

11.1t (bothers, bother) me when you brag that way.

12.Each of the winners (receives, receive) $1000.

13.Why (does, do) so many divorces happen in the United States?
14.There (is, are) sandwiches in the refrigerator.

15. The billboards on this road (spoils, spoil) the view.

16.Which (is, are) your convertible?

17.0ne of the clocks (shows, show) the correct time.

18.Where (has, have) you stacked the sale items?

©oo~NoOk~wWDN R

19.( wx UT I T Uwl U1l U0UwWPT QOwpEOI UOZUOWEOOZUAWUOOOI

20. Neither of these computer courses (offers, offer) what | need.

Pronouns

Pronouns take the place of or refer to nouns or other pronouns. The word or words that
the pronoun refers to is called the antecedent.

Types of Pronouns
e Subject and Object e Indefinite
¢ Reflexive e Demonstrative
e Possessive
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Subject and Object Forms of Personal Pronouns

Subject Object
Person Singular Plural Singular Plural
1st person I we me us
2n person you you you you
34 person she/helit they her/him/it them

Example: Heloves going skiing in the winter. (subject)

Reflexive Pronouns

Person Singular Plural

1st person myself ourselves
2 person yourself yourselves
3 person herself/himself/itself themselves

Example: Jane boughtherselfa new dress.

Possessive Pronouns and Possessive Adjectives

Person Singular Plural Singular Plural
1st person my (book) our (book) mine ours

2 person your (book) your (book) yours yours
3 person her/his/its their hers/his thiers

Possessive adjectives are possessive forms of personal pronouns that must be
followed by a noun.
Example: That ismy book.

Possessive pronouns stand alone and reference who the noun belongs to.
Example: The book ismine

Indefinite Pronouns

some any No every
-body somebody anybody nobody everybody
-one someone anyone no one everyone
-thing something anything nothing everything

Indefinite pronouns are usu ally singular.
A pronoun that refers to indefinite pronouns should be singular.
Example: If someonsays something nice, thankhim or her.
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Demonstrative Pronouns & Adjectives

Proximity Singular Plural
Near this these
Far that those

Demonstrative pron oun points to and identifies a noun or a pronoun.
Example: This has been a difficult year for Sarah.

Demonstrative pronouns may act as adjectives and modify a noun rather than stand

for it.
Example: Those plantsre poisonous.

Practice Exercises

Dire ctions for Exercises 1-25: Using the information provided above, fill in the blank
with the correct pronoun.

1. apples are delicious.

2. The hikers spotted dogs at the end of the tralil.

3. The club membersagreed to pay dues on time.

4. Pleasego over before you take the test.

5. Susanne kissed

6. These are books.

7. That book is

8. Jeff will put on display.

9. After the PTA meeting, the school board announced choice for Teacher of the
Year.

10. Bobby took dog fora walk around the block.

11.The boys thought of as daring and courageous.

12.He will put a new part on if necessary.

13. Andrea took things and left.

14.Many of our neighbors leave doors unlocked all of the time.

15. computer application will not work.

16. The football team won first victory.

17.Anybody who played in the championship soccer game will get own trophy.

18. should dohis or herpart to protect the environment.

19. The girls thought of as good athletes.

20. If anyone wants to ask me a question about the test, can see me after school.
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21.Many artisans sell crafts for discounted prices at the fair.
22.The book lost cover during the move yesterday.

23.0ne of the actresses forgot lines during the play.
24.Those are books.

25. path goes in the wrong direction.

lll. Vary Sentence Structure

When writing your essay, you should use different sentences structures to add
complexity and variation to your writing.

e Alternate using simple sentences (sertences with one independent clause),
compound sentences (sentence with multiple independent clauses but no
dependent clauses), complex sentences (a sentence with one independent clause
and at least one dependent clause, complexcompound sentence (sentencewith
multiple independent clauses and at least one dependent clause) to add variety
and complexity to your writing.

e Vary sentence openings to change sentence structure and emphasis.

I\VV. Rhetorical Skills: Writing Strategies,
Organization, Style

Prewriting & Planning

e Think about your topic and write down any ideas you have about the topic
presented.

e Consider the various points of view on the topic and what supporters, and those
with opposite points of view, might say and write them down.

¢ Organize and diagram your ideas on paper before you start to write.

e Do not go off topic.
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Essay Organization

Below is an example of how an essay might look. When planning and writing your
essay, be sure your essay is coherent, logical, and has plenty of supporting @tails to
support your position.

Introduction
e OwbOUUOEUEUDOOwWUaxPEEOOaAawWDOEOUEI UWEOwWOx1 O
attention, background on the subject, and a thesis statement or position on the
issue.

Body
e Body paragraphs each include a topic senence that states thesis point/position

you wish to develop.
e Each topic sentence should be supported with evidence, examples, explanations,
and information appropriate to the thesis or position.
e When it is appropriate address counterarguments.
e Atthe end of each paragraph include a summary sentence
*Remember to use transition words within the body paragraphs and between the
paragraphs, and to think about your audience when developing your essay.

Conclusion
e Begin the paragraph with a thesis/position restatement to take the reader back to
the broad picture.
e Make a final closing statement.

Style
e Remember to consider your audience when writing your paper.

e Use language that is clear, concise, and is appropriate to the audience you are
writing the paper for.
e Remember to use verb tense consistently and clearly.

Editing
Step 1
e Begin at the beginning of the essay and check that transitions between ideas are
smooth.
e Make sure that transitions between sentences and paragraphs flow.
e Check parallel structure and clear pronoun reference.
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Step 2
e Begin at the bottom of the essay.
e Look at each sentence independently and check for grammatical errors.
Step 3
¢ Go through the essay focusing on any errors that are common in your writing.

Revising
e Make sure each paragraph hasa topic sentence.
e Make sure you have provided support for your topic sentence with examples
and explanations that provide specific details that support the topic sentence.
e Make sure the final sentence of the paragraph closes the paragraph.
e Make sure your ideas are in logical order.
e Use transition words effectively when moving from one thought to the next.

Practice Exercises Answer Key

Commas

1. While we were watching for Mom, we started our homework. (Introductory adverb
clause)

2. Although she is wearing re d, blue is her favorite color. (Introductory adverb clause)

Reminder: Many dependent clauses will begin with a subordinate conjunction such as

the following: after, although, as if, because, before, if, since, unless, when, while, etc.

If the dependent clause follows the independent clause, then a comma is not needed

between the two clauses.

3. The new cars arrived yesterday, and they will be delivered tomorrow.

4. Most of the lecture was interesting, but some students were not impressed.

5. Mr. Jensen wantead us to bring apples, milk, and bread. (A list separated by commas)

6. Rehearsals are held before school, during recess, and at night. (A list of phrases
separated by commas)

7. The supervisor wanted to know who had broken into the store, why they had done
so, and what had been taken. (A list of clauses separated by commas)

8. Incidentally, | was not late this morning. (Introductor y word)

9. Hoping she had enough money, she approached the register. (Introductory
participial phrase)

10.To arrive on time, we must leave here by six. (Introductory infinitive phrase)

11.In light of our financial condition, building a house is not wise. (Introduc tory
prepositional phrase)

12.The quality of the material, however, was beyond question.
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13.Mr. Reyerson is, | think, a very successful salesman.
14.Jamie, please clean your room.
15. Everyone envied her dark green car. (No comma because the car isiot green AND
dark but dark green)
16. His arrogant, condescending manner annoyed us. (His manner is arrogant AND
condescending| use a comma)
17.My father, who was born in southern Utah, is 83 years old. (The adjective clause
2Pl OWPEUWEOUOwWPOWUOUUT 1 UG udEE T & uwebdbund CEI G 1T U ul
the writer only has one father| use commas)
18.. i I PET Uw) 601 UOWET EUDPOT wEl UT UwOT T wOT BI | Owl UEE
Efl Ol UwOT 1T wOT BT 1 »wbUwOOU wdiugeicammisYy a wuOOwWDE] OUDI
19. Lacrosse, a sport played hundreds of years ago, is still popular. (Unnecessary
ExxOUDPUDYI w?PEwUxOUUwxOEal Ewl USEUIAEEBWOI wal EUL
commas)
20.Nick Van Exel, the player from the Lakers, looks like a camel.
21,31 1 wEPEUEwWPEUWI DYI OwlUOw) EOOwW" EUOOZUWEEUT T 01 L
22.American athletes Karl Malone and Michael Jordan are well-known to everyone.
@ xxOUPUDBYI w?* EUOw, E O @m®heueEstrtaushenbnhienl Ow) OUEE O~
American Athle tes are being spoken of no commas)
23.Ever since, our supplies have been stored in a warehouse.
24.Before the rainstorm, everything was dry; after, everything looked bright and green.
25.We moved here from Ann Arbor, Michigan, three months ago. (Use a comma after
the city and after the state.)
26.Mrs. Bitters, the next meeting will be on Tuesday, August 13, 2001, in Seattle. (Use a
comma after every day, date, and year.)
27272 EDI OUPI PEwUI Ul EVUET O2 wUT T wUEPEOwW?T EVUwi OUOE U
E E O E lUsk& somma after a quotation that continues and after you introduce the
speaker.) Reminder: Closing commas and periods always go inside
guotation marks.

Semicolons
1. (wEEOzUwl EOWUUUEPETI UUPT UOwUT T awl DYT wOl wEWUE L
2. The soccer game begins B wl w Q pldasd O&o0 time.
3. *EUI OWEOEwW3 OO0wpk i1 OU wtbeybot Er(ok éating seafddd WED OOIT U
4. David left work early ; he had a dentist appointment at 3:00 P.M.
5. Kate always wears earmuffs during the winter ; her ears are extra sensitive to the
cold.
6. | can build a tree house with scrap lumber; however, | must buy a rope ladder.
7. Ranchers put up barbed wire fences otherwise , cattle will roam to other ranches.
8. Exercising daily takes hard work ; nevertheless, millions of Americans do it.
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9. The runner was shaking from fatigue ; however , she finished the marathon.

10.Walking home takes an hour; furthermore , there is no sidewalk.

11.1 am currently taking Spanish, which | enjoy; math, which I find difficult; and
psychology, which is my favorite subject.

12.We visited Lima, Peru; Rio Dijonero , Brazil; and Salt Lake City, Utah.

13.The trio's birthdays are November 17, 1971; June 9, 1975; and October 27, 1974.

14.Her favorite players are Coby Bryant, a point guard; Greg Oden, a center; and
Brandon Roy, a forward.

15. The teenagerattempted to purchase beer from the undercover officer on Friday, July
4th; Saturday, July 5th; and Sunday, July 6th.

Colon

Road construction in Portland has hindered travel around town: parts of Broadway,

Fifth, and Sixth are closed during the construction.

| UPEOQWPEUWOT YT UwOUU WOl wi PUwi EOPOazUwUI EET 6 wu

Mike could not remember that the accident had totaled his car and put him in the

hospital, but he was sure of one thing: he was lucky to be alive.

4. Julie went to the store for some groceries: milk, coffee, cereal, and fruit

| know the perfect job for her: a politician.

6. In his Gettysburg Address, Abraham Lincoln urges Americans to rededicate
themselves to the unfinished work of the deceased soldiers: "It is for us the living
rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have
thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task
remaining before us | that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to
that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion | that we here
highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain, that this nation under
God shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the people, by the
people, for the people shall not perish from the earth."

=

w N

o

Parentheses

1. The movie (which is rated-R) has violence and adult language.

2. Her husband says that there is no better way to spend a Sunday afternoon than
eating spaghetti (his favorite food) and watching a mov ie.

3. She loved the color (gray) of her new car.

Dash

1. It was his humor --not his good looks--that made him so popular.

2. There are two reasons the couple are having problems-money and communication.

3. She had so many errands to dq go to the store, stop by the bank, and pick-up the
kids--that she did not know where to begin.
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4. The three sisters-Ally, Jessica, and Kirstin--fought all the time.

5. There are three types of fruit| oranges, papaya, and bananag that | like to eat all
the time.

Quotations

1. She asked, "When will you be leaving for the airport?" | answered, "At 6:30
UOOOUUOPwWOOUODOT 62

2. xxOl uNUUUwWPOUUOEUET EwUT T wOl pwYI UUDOOWOI wli I

3.2. 1T w UOEOw! OOCEET T O wEaw2 0601 UUI Uw, EUTT O

Articles

1. I'min a hurry, so maybe I'll place an order for takeout tonight.

2. She is ore of the smartest people | know.

3. Have you ever bought an airplane ticket?

4. Please speala little louder.

5. What is the name of the next station?

6. | have never seenan anteater.

7. Did you figure out the answer to question number eleven?

8. Is there a public tele phone near here?

9. He left his country and came to live in the United States.

10. My little sister can't ride a bike until she's a bit taller.

Adjectives and Adverbs

1.

ok wd

7.
8.
9.

Chrisis a (@oodOwpb |l OOAwi OOUEEOOwx OF a iwellpimtsdlddtwi 1| wEDE Oz
game.

She cooks (good,well ) enough to have her own cooking show on television.

3 00z U wmpUshézEMIP Ybhddeahavior surprised all of us.

He plays both the drums and the flute (good, well).

Charlie returned his phone messages (prompt, promptly ).

Because of the construction outside, it was (real, really ) hard to concentrate during

the lecture.

Tim borrowed ( this, these) book from his teacher.

Fay and Sue (recentyecently) visited Paris.

After several sleepless nights, Nick had a (@odOwbP 1 OO A wO D Tnightz UwUOT 1T x wd

10. Katie purchased (this, those) products on the Internet.
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Apostrophes
1.the chalk of the teachers:UT | wUl EET 1 UUz wgEl EOO

2.the flowers of the patients: UT 1T wx EUDI OUUz wi 661 UU
3.the book of Alice: _ OPET z UWEOOO

4.the pulpit of the minister: U1 1 wOBOPUUI Uz UwxUOx b
5.the rights of the women: P 001 Oz UwUDBT T OU

6.youare:a OUz UI

7.0will: (7 OO

8.hehas:l 1 z U

9.willnot: pOOz U

10.6 T 1 U inybdefcase?

11.The dean ignored the O O U T Ireldctidnh to the new dress code.
12.June says | have myl E U1 dya$z U

13." E Oweat at your E U E E gegtdurant?

14.) E Grgrid b 6 U O bopen. U

Tense

1. In this first paragraph, the two verbs in present tense--both appropriate for the
situation --are indicated in bold .

The Iroquois Indians of the Northeast regularly burned land to increase open space for
agriculture . In fact, the early settlers of Boston found so few trees that they had to row
out to the islands in the harbor to obtain fuel. Just how far north this practice extended
is uncertain, but the Saco River in southern Maine appears to have been the original
northern boundary of the agricultural clearings. Then, pressured by European
settlement, the Iroquois extended their systematic burning far northward, even into the
Maritime Provinces of Canada. (abridged from Hay and Farb, The Atlantic Shorg

2. The man tense in this next paragraph is present. Incorrect shifts to past tense are
indicated in bold .

For the past seven years, | have called myself a swimmer. Swimming, my one sport,
provides a necessary outlet for my abundant energy. | have always drawn satisfaction
from exertion, straining my muscles to their limits. | don't know why pushing forward

in the water, as my musclescried out in pain, sets off a booming cheer in my head.
Many times when | rounded the turn for the last lap of a race, my complaining muscles
want to downshift and idle to the finish. My mind, however, presses the pedal to the
floor and yells, "FASTER!" The moment that | touched the wall my muscles relax; the
pain subsides. | am pleased to have passed the point of conflict. (adapted fromBrendon
MacLean, "Harder!")
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3. Since the following paragraph describes action in a fictional narrative, the main tense
should be present. The six incorrect shifts to past tense are in bold.

In "The Use of Force" William Carlos Williams describes a struggle involving a doctor,
two parents, and their young daughter. The doctor must obtain a throat culture from
the girl, who was suspected of having diphtheria. This ordinarily simple task is
hindered by the frightened and uncooperative patient, Mathilda Olso n. Adding to the
doctor's difficulties were the parents, who had to struggle with their own conflicting
emotions. They want their daughter helped, but they did not trust the doctor to do the
right thing. Sensitive to the parents' uncertainty, the doctor became more and more
frustrated by Mathilda's resistance. Williams gives considerable attention to how each
of the Olsons react, but it is clear that his main interest was in the doctor and his
responses. (adapted from a student essay)

Subject and Verb Agre ement

Ron (works , work) in a tractor factory.

Mail -order catalogs (makes,make) shopping easier.

She fas, have) a stressful job as an emergency medical technician.
My golden retriever puppy ( grows, grow) bigger every week.
Drinking and driving (does, do) not mix.

Her estimate for the repairs (seems seem) high.

When (is, are) your in -laws coming to visit?

The students who (lives, live ) next door have loud parties.
Harold and Maude (expects, expect) to get married soon.

10 Your brother (budgets, budget) his sdary well.

11.1t (bothers, bother) me when you brag that way.

12.Each of the winners (receives, receive) $1000.

13.Why (does, do) so many divorces happen in the United States?
14.There (is, are) sandwiches in the refrigerator.

15.The billboards on this road (spoils, spoil) the view.

16. Which (is, are) your convertible?

17.0ne of the clocks hows, show) the correct time.

18.Where (has,have) you stacked the sale items?

19.( wx UT I 1T Uwl U1 UBO Qgnivké.wpE O1 UOZz UOw
20. Neither of these computer courses (offers, offer) what | need.

©ooNo Ok~ wWDRE

Pronouns

1. These apples are delicious.

2. The hikers spotted their dogs at the end of the trail.
3. The club membersagreed to pay their_dues on time.
4. Please go overthese before you take the test.
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Susanne kissedhim..

These areour books.

That book is yours.

Jeff will put those on display.

After the PTA meeting, the school board announced its choice for Teacher of the

Year.

10.Bobby took his dog for a walk around the block.

11.The boys thought of themselves as daring and courageous.

12.He will put a new part on that if necessay.

13.Andrea took her things and left.

14.Many of our neighbors leave their doors unlocked all of the time.

15.That computer application will not work.

16. The football team won its first victory.

17.Anybody who played in the championship soccer game will get his or her own
trophy.

18. Everyone should do hisor herpart to protect the environment.

19.The girls thought of themselves as good athletes.

20.1f anyone wants to ask me a question about the test,he or she can see me after
school.

21.Many artisans sell their crafts for discounted prices at the fair.

22.The book lost its cover during the move yesterday.

23.0ne of the actresses forgother lines during the play.

24.Those areour books.

25.This path goes in the wrong direction.

© o ~No O

Texts and websites consulted for information include:

OWL at Purdue University: http://owl.english.purdue.edu
Wordsmith, 2007, Pamela Arlov

Information, examples, and some practice exercises for this review packet were

barrowed from OWL at Purdue Univeristy website and from handouts available
through the Student Success Center at Portland Community College, Portland, OR.
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Online Grammar & Writing Resources

A Capital Community College -Sentence Sense:
http://webster.commnet.edu/sensen/
and http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/

A #EYIT w2x1 UODPOT z Untipf/wvEn@Edafel.com/Eranimartatml
This website offers online instruction for a wide range of gra mmatical topics.

A)EEOw+aOEl ZUW&UEOOEU WO w2 Ua Ol w- 601 Uow
http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/Writing/
This website is an online guide to grammar and style. Information is easily
accessed throughlinks on the table of contents.

A McGraw -Hill Online Learning Center:
http://www.mhhe.com/socscience/english/langan/langan_7_es/
The Student Center offers English skill practice in 52 chapters of instruction in
writing and grammar. Each chapter includes objectives, chapter outline, self-
quizzes, glossary, online resources, and visuals.

A Purdue Online Writing Lab:
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/grammar/#grammar
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/workshops/pp/index.html
A comprehensive website that offers instruction and online practice exercises for
a wide variety of grammatical exercises. A number of writing specific power
point presentations are also available for viewing.

A Townsend Press Learning Center:http://www.townsendpress.net/ home.php
This website offers online exercises to supplement the grammar textbook English
Essentials.Textbook is not needed to do these lessons.

A Word Surfing: http://www.wordsurfing.co.uk/19.html
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Math Review

The Math Review is divided into two parts:

I.  The first part is a general overview of the math classes, their sequence
basic content, and short quizzes to see if you are prepared to take a
particular class. ¢ page 50

II.  The second part is a refresherof some basic topics for those who know
how but lost their fluency over the years. ¢ page 88

All information in Part | is taken from flyers created by the PCC Math SAC.
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Portland Community College

MATH 10 - Fundamentals of Arithmetic
2cr/2hr

[
>

MATH 20 - Basic Math
4cr/4hr

SEQUENCE OF MATH COURSES

[
>

v

MATH 30 - Business Math
4cr/4hr

MATH 6017 Introductory Algebra

st MATH 617 62 - 63
& tg:r:m or Intro to Algebra
MATH 6517 Introductory Algebra - Pac;t lt.'oprglts”é &epr?étem
(Optional sequence:
2 Term 3crianr (each) ) MATH 93
Acr/5hr (each) Graphing Calculator
(Optional may be taken
MATH 70 - Introduction to During any term )
Intermediate Algebra lcr/lhr
(Optional course i A 4
consult a Math advisor)
4cr/5hr MATH 91 -92
\ MATH 95 or Intermediate Algebra
Intermediate Algebra - Part| & Part Il
(Optional sequence)
4cr/shr 3cr/4hr each
A 4
MATH 111B
A .105. College Algebra for C |:\AAT:|11€,'C f MERULR) 2ill
2D Business, Life Science, & Social Science Majors i —— h e i Foundations of
Mathematics ’ Ser/5hr Engineering, Math & Science Majors Elementary Math |
4cr/ahr Scr/shr 4cr/4hr
* * 7'y 7y
\ 4 \ 4 \ 4
v MATH 112 MATH 213 MATH 212
v Elementary Functions Foundations of Foundations of
MATH 231 MATH 243 MATH 241 (Trl%%r:/osrgftry) Elementa/rthath 1 Elementa;rthath Il
Elements of Statistics | Calculus for Business, Life AT Al
Discrete Math | 4cr/4hr Science & Social Science *
4crlahr Majors
Acrlahr MATH 251 (Lec & Lab)
Calculus |
A 4 v 4cr/6hr
MATH 232 MATH 244 *
Elements of Statistics I
Discrete Math Il 4cr/4hr MATH 252
4cr/4hr then
MATH 253
Calculus Il & Calculus Il
5cr/5hr (each)
EFFECTIVE PREREQUISITE SEQUENCE ¢ v
_— _ MATH 256 MATH 254 MATH 261
Sy e Differential Equations <+ Vector Calculus < Applied Linear Algebra
Scr/shr 5cr/5hr 5cr/5hr




Math Review ¢ Part |

On the previous page you found a flow chart of the math sequence. The placement test
will determine where you enter the sequence. Your educational goal will determine
where you will exit the sequence. Please see an advisor for that

In the following pages the topicsare listed that are covered in each class.

TOPICS
covered in PCC Math Classes

To be successful studying the topics covered in these courses, students should be
appropriately prepared by:
1. Taking the prerequisite math course within the last three years with a passing
grade of A or B, or within the last one year with a passing grade of C, or
2. Placing into the course by taking the COMPASS placement test.

MTH 20 4 Basic Math

Fractions, Decimals, Integers _ addition, subtraction, multiplication, division
Order of operations

Ratio and Proportion

Percent _ percentsl decimalsl fractions

Measurements _  Metric system 1 American system

Geometry

Statistics

Place value, rounding, inequalities, exponents, power of ten
Prime numbers, multiples, prime factorization, least common multiples
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MTH 60 ¢ Introductory Algebra |

l. Integer arithmetic
a.The four basic operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and
division
b. Absolute value, exponents, order of operations

II. One variable linear equations and inequalities
lll.  Application (i.e. word/story) problems with formulas

IV. Graphing lines
a. Finding and interpreting slope
b. Finding and interpreting intercepts
c. Interpret relationships between variab les
d. Modeling with linear equations

MTH 65 ¢ Introductory Algebra |l

1. Systems of linear equations in two variables
a. Graphing method
b. Substitution method
c. Addition method
d. Applications
2. Working with algebraic expressions
a. Add, subtract, multiply, and divide b y a monomial
b. Factoring polynomials
3. Solving quadratic equations
a. Square Root Property (includes¢ simplify and approximate
numeric square roots)
b. Factoring Property
c. Quadratic Formula
d. Graphing (includes ¢t interpret vertex, axis of symmetry and
vertical/horizon tal intercepts)
e. Applications
4. Relations and functions
a. Function notation
b. Evaluate

PCC COMPASS Placement Test Review Packet

51



MTH 70 ¢+ Review of Introductory Algebra

1. Solving equations
A. Linear equations
B. Quadratic equations
C. Rational equations
D. Radical equations
2. Graphing
A. Linear functions
B. Quadratic functions
3. Simplifying expressions
A. Polynomial expressions
B. Rational expressions
4. Function concepts
A. Domain
B Range
C. Function notation
D Graph reading

MTH 95 ¢ Intermediate Algebra

1. Applications and Modeling
A. Linear functions
B. Quadratic functions
C. Exponential functions
2. Graphing
A. Linear functions
B. Quadratic functions
C. Exponential functions
3. Solve equations and inequalities
A. Symbolically
B. Numerically
C. Graphically
4, Function concepts
A. Domain
B. Range
C. Inverses
D. Compositions
E. Transformations
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MTH 111 ¢ College Algebra (MTH 111B or MTH 111C)

1. Graphing and solving equations and applications involving:
Polynomial functions

A.
B
C.
D. Logarithmic functions

. Rational functions

Exponential functions

2. Functions Operations

Inverses of functions

B. Compositions of functions
C. Transformations of functions

A.

MTH 112 ¢ Elementary Functions (Trigonometry)

HpwnNPRE

Right triangle trigonometry
Law of Sines and Law of Cosines and their applications
Solutions to trigopnometric equations

Applications
A. Vectors
B. Parametric equations
C. Polar coordinates and graphs
D. Complex numbers

MTH 211 ¢ Foundations of Elementary Math |

1. Topics for Math 211 :
A. Problem solving
B. Set Theoryt union, intersection, complement, Venn Diagrams
C. Historic Numeration Systems
D. Whole Number Operations ¢ properties, algorithms, models, non-decimal
bases.
E. Number Theory ¢ divisibility, primes, GCD, LCM, modular arit hmetic.
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2. Topics for Math 212:
A. Fractions, Decimals, Percentst operations, models,
algorithms, problem solving.
B. Real Number System
C. Probability + modeling, multistage experiments, methods
of counting.
D. Introductory Statistics t data, graphs, averages

3. Topics for Math 213 :
A. Introductory Geometry ¢ curves, angles, congruence,
constructions, 3-dimensional.
B. Transformational Geometry ¢ translation, rotation, reflection,
tessellations
C. Measurement Conceptst length, area, volume
D. Metric System ¢ meter, gram, liter, Celsius

MTH 241 ¢4 Calculus for Business, Life Science, and
Social Science

1. Evaluating limits of functions

2. Continuity of functions
A. Continuity at a point
B. Intervals of continuity
C. Removable and essential discontinuities
D. Viewing practical situations in terms of a continuous function

3. Differentiation
A. Definition of a derivative function
B. Rules for finding the derivatives of algebraic, exponential, and logarithmic
functions
C. Implicit differentiation
D. Logarithmic differentiation
E. Higher order derivatives

4. Applications of differentiation
A. Graphing
B. Extrema problems
C. Business applications
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5. Integration
A. Definition of the definite integral and the indefinite integral
B. Techniques for evaluating the indefinite integral and the
definite integral
C. Applications of integration in problems related to business
D. Approximate integration
E. Solving differential equations

MTH 243 ¢ Statistics |

1. Describe Data
A. Construct and interpret graphical displays
B. Calculate and interpret numerical summaries
2. Produce Data
A. Experiments and observational studies
B. Randomization
C. Sampling design
3. Probability
A. Randomness
B. Probability models
C. Random variables
4. Sampling Distributions
A. Counts and proportions
B. Sample means
5. Estimation
A. Confidence interval for a population mean
B. Sample size

MTH 251 4 Calculus |

Limits

Differentiation

Applications to Differentiation
Numerical Integration

Hwbn e
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MTH 252 ¢4 Calculus Il

Skills:
1. Use of summation signs
2. Limit of summations as n— o
3. Use of Reimann sums to find area
4. Interpret Reimann sum as definite integral
5. Fundamental Theorem of Calculus
6. Power rule for integration
7. Constant of integration
8. The Trapezoid rule
9. 2PpOxUOOzUWUUOI
Applications :
1. The area between two graphs using either dx or dy
2. Volume using Disks and Washers, shells or slicing
3. Area of surface of revolution
4. Arc Length
5.  Work required
6. Water pressure

MTH 253 ¢ Calculus Il

1.  Powerful integrating techniques including
A. By parts
Special Powers
Trigonometric substitutions
Quadratics
Partial fractions
Trapezoid rule
2PpO0OxUO00OzUwUUOI
2. Improper Integrals
A, OPpwUOWET EOQwPPUT w?1 601 U2 OwYIl UUPEEOQuWU
and disjoint functions.
3. Limits of Indeterminate Forms
A . +z7' OxPUEO
B. Reciprocal rule
C. Logarithmic Process

@TMUOw
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4, Sequences and series
A. Limits
B. Convergence and divergence
C. Power series

5. Polar coordinates

6. Parametric equations

ARE YOU PREPARED?

V  The mini quiz zeson the following pages are meant to serve only as an indicator of a
few of the math skills that you are expected to know at the beginning of each
course. Do not use these problems as a study guide thinking that they will
adequately prepare you for the course.

V These example problems are merely representative of some of the most important
concepts that are taught in the prerequisite courses.

V The courses will offer little or no time for any type of review; they assume that you
are prepared to do the work the first day of class.

Below is a sample of some skills you should have BEFORE entering

MTH 20 4 Basic Math

You MAY NOT use a calculator.

1. Without using a calculator, can you complete these problems in 45 seconds?

6x4 9x6 7XxX8 9x9 0x6
6x9 8x 10 9x4 6XxX7 7Xx2
9x0 6x2 4x7 8x9 Ox7
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2.

6x5 8x9 8x4 3xX6 8x8
12+4 56+8 72+9 40+5 36+6

NOTE: If you miss more than 5 problems, then you should consider taking the
previous math course ¢ ABE 07500r ALC 60, 61, 62, 63

Without using a calculator, can you get at least 8 correct answers on the following
problems?

a) 20x30 b) 25+4+125 c) 872-431
d) 4984:8 e) 68x 34 f) 17575+25
g) 305x27 h) 5843-2338 i) 4590+ 15

) 45+2,341+8+124

Without using a calculator, can you get at least 4 correct answers onthe following
problems?

a) Find the change from a $20 bill after purchasing 2 records at $6 each, and 1 pair
of earrings that cost $3.

b) A computer screen consists of small rectangular dots called pixels. How many
pixels are there on a screen that has 600 rows with 800 pixels in each row?

c) Before going back to college, David buys 4 shirts at $59 each and
6 pairs of pants at $78 each.What is the total cost of the purchase?

d) Portland community college is constructing new dorms. Each dorm room has a
small kitchen. If someone buys 85 microwave ovens at $90 each, what is the total
cost of the purchase?

e) Hershey Chocolate USA makes small, fun-size chocolate bars. How many 20bar
packages can be filled with 8,110 bars? How many bars will be left over?
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Answers

QUESTION 2:
a) 600 b) 154 c) 441
d) 623 e) 2,312 fy 703
g) 8,235 h) 3,505 i) 306
j) 2,518
QUESTION 3:
a) $5 b) 480,000 PIXELS c) $704
d) $7,650 e) 405 Packages with 10 bars left over

How many of these problems can you miss and still succeed in MTH 207
Ideally, NONE.

These problems are just a sample of the larger number of skills that you should be
familiar with  BEFORE taking this course.

If some of these ideas are not familiar to you, you should consider enrolling in one of
the previous math courses (ABE 07500r ALC 60, 61,62, or 63).

Below is a sample of some skills you should have BEFORE entering

MTH 60 ¢ Introductory Algebra |
You MAY NOT use a calculator.

1.Without using a calculator , can you get at least 16 correct answers on the following
problems?

a) Round 6.8449to the nearest b) Round 7.995to the nearest tenth.
hundredth.
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c) Round 37,328 to the nearest d) Change 0.62tto a fraction
hundred.

e) Write 70% as a fraction and

f) Change 2 to a decimal.
reduce to the lowest terms. 5

: 9 .2 - 2
Multiply: —x2—= h) Divide: 1-+10
9) ply: Tox27 ) 3
i) Find the average of J) Perform the indicated operations.
7},125’ 8, 10} 7-3-2+10+5
4 4
l) Perform the indicated operations.
K) Subtract: 8.3-.973 18+2(3)+2* -5
m) List these numbers from n) Solve the proportion:

smallest to largest:

> T 05550582 25_11

9 12 4 X
0) How many inches equal 2 yd? p) Change 72 mg to grams.
q) If 1 km is approximately 0.6 miles, r) Find the area of a circle whose
how many miles in 18 km? diameter is 6 cm.

s) Find the perimeter of this figure: t) Find the volume of this figure:
16 m
10m \ / 10m 18in
8 m 25m 5in
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2. Without using a calculator , can you getat least 4 correct answers on the following
problems?
a wi EOPOazUwodOOOUT CawbOEOOTI whbUw3 Ol YYBS ww( Uwbh
rent, 17% on utilities, 8% on automobile, and the rest on miscellaneous expense.
What dollar amount is spent on mis cellaneous expenses?

b) w35wPUwxUPEI EwOOwWUI OOwWwEU W3 k Wk 8 LUL%@TEIC‘PL&DUUJU
c) A machinist needs a bar that is g in. thick. If she cuts off 332 in. thick , how thick

is the bar?

d) A teacher assigns problems 96 to 128 that are multiples of 8. Which problems
should the students do?

e) Find the unit price if the total cost of a 5-Ib. steak is $21.

Answers
Question 1:
a) 6.84 b) 8.0 c¢) 37,300 d) g e)%) f) 0.4
3 1 1 .
— h)y = ) 9= 3 k) 7.327 1) 26
9) > ) 5 ) 5 ) ) )
5 7 .
m) 0.555 5,0.583,1—2 n) 1.76 0) 72inches

p) 0.072g q) 10.8 mi r) 28.26¢cnt s) 44 m

t) 2,250in?

Question 2:
a) $240 b) $390 C) ;—2 in. thick

d) 96, 104, 112, 120, 128 e) $4.2 per Ib
How many of these problems can you miss and still succeed in MTH 607?

Ideally, NONE.

PCC COMPASS Placement Test Review Packet 61



These problems are just a sample of the larger number of skills that you should be
familiar with  BEFORE taking this course.

If some of these ideas are not familiar to you, you should enroll in the previous course
(MTH 20 or ALC 60, 61, 62, or 63

Below is a sample of some skills you should have BEFORE entering

MTH 65 ¢ Introductory Algebra |l

You MAY NOT use a calculator.

a) Perform the indicated operations: b) Evaluate7x—x* , whenx = -2
18+ 2(-3)-(-2)°-5
d) Solve for x:

c) Simplify: 5(x—2)=3-6(x—7)
(12x* — 4x+1) - 3(2x* —5x+ 3)

f) Solve for x and graph on a number lin

e) Solve for x: 2-6x>2(5-x)
x 1 x 1
_——— = — 4 —
2 10 5 2

h) Find the slope and theigtercept of the

f) Solve for W: line when<* ~ ¥
P=2L+2W

¥

i) Given two points on a line, find the

- S j) Write an equation
slope and indicate whether the lineegs

for the following

faIIs,(%rlzont@_l,S’o_rzl)s vertical. graph.
and
. _2, .
k) Given the slgpgy,) ~ and a point ) Graph the inequality on a rectangular
passing through write an coordinate system.

equation in the poirslope form and

: Y < ﬂx—1
slopeintercept fom. 3
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3T PUwbUWE wi dbBdy températwédion ©ag. to 3 p.m.
+1 OwRBRwUI xUT Ul OUwUT 1T wOUOET UwoOi wi OUVUVWEIAT UwWwE
at time x.
m) What is the y-intercept? What does this mean about
0 %UEOOz UwUI Ox1 ®EVUUUI WwEUWWWEG OB
o1 nN #0UDPOT whpT PET wxl UPOEwWOT wUPOT whbUwy
decreasing?
00 $UUDPOEUI w»UEOOz UwODPODPOUOwWUI Ox1 UE
time period shown. How many hours after 8 a.m.
does this occur?At what time does this occur?
p) How many grams of an alloy that is 80% gold should be
melted with 40 grams of an alloy that is 50% gold to produce
an alloy that is 70% gold?

T

0123 4 56 7

v

Num ber of heurs after 8 AM.

q) Vikki has $200 to spend on clothing. She buys a skirt for $68. She would like to buy
some sweaters that sell for $15.50 eeh. How many sweaters can she buy and stay
within her budget?

r) The pressure of water on an object below the surface is proportional to its distance
below the surface. If a submarine experiences a pressure of 25 pounds per square inch
60 feet below the surface, how much pressure will it experience 330 feet below the
surface?

Answers
a) 24 b) -18 C) 6x+1x-8 d) x=s e) x-2 f) x<-2
)] W:P*ZZL h) Slope =2, yintercept = (0-6) ) Slope = 3, rises

J) x=-3  K) Point-slope form:y + 4 =- 2(x + 1) and slopeintercept form:y = - 2x +2

4
| —x-1
)y<3

yd iy 4

v

PFARYP Ar.dPV.R}

m) The y-interceptis ©10). UwWoYY WwES 06 wHUEOO7z UwFOEa wUI Ox1 UE
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OKAWBUEOOZUwUI Ox1T UEUUUI wbUwET EUI EUDPOT weUUDOT wU

OAw%UE OO0z WennpeEatdre 9 UIB.GI F. This occurs about 3 hours afterwards
and the time would be 11:00 a.m.

p) Eighty grams of an alloy that is 80% gold should be melted with 40 grams of an alloy
that is 50% gold to produce an alloy thatis  70% gold.

g) Vikki can buy at most eight sweaters.

r) A submarine will experience a pressure of 137.5 pounds per square inch 330 feet
below the surface.

How many of these problems can you miss and still succeed in MTH 657
Ideally, NONE.

These problems are just a sample of the larger number of skills which you should be
familiar with  BEFORE taking this course

If some of these ideas are not familiar to you, you should consider enrolling in the

previous course (MTH 60 or AL C 60, 61,62, or 63

Below is a sample of some skills you should have BEFORE entering

MTH 70 ¢+ Review of Introductory Algebra

Part |
Work with positive and negative real numbers, fractions, and the order of
operations.

a) 100:4x5

(=3)(-4 -3
-4+6

2(1 3)
C) —+|=+-=
3 (3 8

b)
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Part Il

1. Simplify expressions:
a)  3(2x* -3xy+y)—(y—x*+2xy)
b) 12-2(x-2)

27x72y° ’
C) 6,,2
ox’y
2. Factor:

a) x2-5x-14
b) 6a’h®-3a%b

3. Solve for x:
a) 3x—€+4x5=5x-4)-4
b) 3x-5y+6=0
c) x*-5x-14=0

4. Evaluate expressions:
If x=-3, evaluate —x*—2x—-1

5. Graph by HAND and on your GRAPHING CALCULATOR*
a) 4x+3y=-12
b) y=6x*+90x-600

6. Find the equation of the line passing through 2 given points:

(2-1) (-1-7)

7. Solve a first-degree inequality in one variable:
Given: 8—5x>3x+9, solvefor x

8. Given f(x)=-3x+2
a) Evaluate f(-2)
b) Solve for xif f(x)=-2

Answers

Part | a) 125 b)

N | w
L
|
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Part Il

9
1. a)7x* —11xy+2yb)16-2x  ¢) 27—2):
X

2. a) (x=7)(x+2) b) 3a%b(2b —1)
3. a)x=5 b) x:‘r’yT‘e’ 0) X=7, x=-2
4. _4
5 a) b)
i
. A ol 4
E ‘}\E .:'—: 5 X510 p 1DE
\ "‘UU/
) \\\_ﬁ{

6. y=2x-5 7.xg—} or—izx
8 8
4

8. a) f(-2)=8 b) x:§

*Students with no graphing calculator experience should
enroll concurrently in MATH 93.

MATH 70 IS AN OPTIONAL COURSE
CONSULT A MATH ADVISOR

How many of these problems can you miss and still succeed in MTH 707
a) If you missed any of the problems in Part | you should consider
enrolling in MTH 60.
b) If you missed several of the problems in Part Il, MTH 70 is the
course for you. These topics will be reviewed in MTH 70.
c) If you missed none of the problems, enroll in MTH 95.
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Below is a sample of some skills you should have BEFORE entering

MTH 95 ¢ Intermediate Algebra

You MAY NOT use a calculator, except where indicated

1. Work with p ositive and negative real numbers, and the order of operations.
Simplify —5+(-4)(-3)-3?

2. Simplify expressions:
a)  3(2x* -3xy+Yy)—(y—Xx* +2xy)
12a°h™
by %P
) 8a°b’

3. Expand and collect like terms:
a) (3x-5(6x+7)
b) (2x-3)?

4. Factor:
a) x?> —5x-14
b) 6a’b®-3a’b

5. Solve for x:
a) 3X-(x+4)-5=5x-4)-4
b) 3x-5y+6=0
c) x*-5x-14=0

6. Evaluate expressions:
If x=-3, evaluate x> —2x-1

7. Graph by HAND and on your GRAPHING CALCULATOR*
a) 4x+3y=-12
b) y=x"-5x-14

8. Find the equation of the line passing through 2 given points:
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9. Solve a system of eaiations by all of the following methods: substitution,
elimination by addition (linear combinations), and graphically.
. 2X+y=-3
Given:
3X+4y=-2

10: Solve a first degree inequality in one variable:

Given: 8-5x > 3x+9, solve for x
Answers
5 3a°
1. -2 2.a) 7xX° —11xy+ 2y b) —
2b
3. a) 18*-9x-35 b) 4x* —12x+9
4.a) (X-7(x+2) b) 3a’b(2b*-1)
5. a)x=5 b) X:5y_3—6 C) X=7,X=-2
6. 14
7. a) b)
Figurelt”“vf N Figurre 2:y=x"-5x-14
8. y=2x-5 9. x=-2,y=1

10. x<-1/8 or -1/8>x

* Students with no graphing calculator experien ce
should enroll concurrently in M TH 93.
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How many of these problems can you miss and still succeed in MTH 957
Ideally, NONE.

These problems are just a sample of the larger number of skills that you should be
familiar with  BEFORE taking this course.

If some of these ideas are not familiar to you, you should consider enrolling in one of
the prerequisite courses (MTH 65 or MTH 70 or ALC 60, 61, 62, or 63.

Below is a sample of some skills you should have BEFORE entering

MTH 111 ¢ College Algebra (MTH 111B or MTH 111C)

1. What is the equation of a line with slope m= —% which passes through the point

(6,-4)7?

2. Write each of these inequalities using interval notation:
a) 2<x<7 b) x>1 C) 5>x>-3

3. Find the x-intercepts, the y-intercepts and the vertex of y = x> —8x+ 7 then graph
the equation.

4. Simplify these exponential expressions:

2 132
3

3,25 \7?2 2
a)(nyz ) NS
5

1
8X—5 y—3 Z7 y -3

5
6

X°Z

5. Given the points (0,2) and (2,18), find the equation for an exponential function of the
form f(t) = a-b' which passes through both points.

6. Find the inverse of the function f(x)=2x-5.
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7. Given the function y = f(x)in Figure
What is the value of f(1)? Estimate

1, find the domain and range of the function.
the horizontal and vertical intercepts.
A

y

eed

=
VX

-5 -4 -3 -2

1 123 45

-1
-2
-3
-4
-5
Figure 1.y fl
8. Given and , evaluate the composition
9. Find the value of from the table below. For the function , which

function type best describes its grap

h: linear; quadratic, or exponential?

1 3 -1 0.5
2 0 3 2
3 -5 7 4.5
4 -14 11 8
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