Classroom Activity Contest
Sponsored by the Faculty Committee on Student Retention


SUBMISSION FORM
1. Describe your classroom activity.   This is step #3 in a 6-part retention strategy.

Step #3:  Exam & Assignment Flexibility & Payoffs!

     Exam flexibility here includes 1) engaging the students in actually voting upon

which exam format (least essay to most) the majority of the class would prefer –

taking care to assure that a minimal essay component is present in all options,

2) eliminating time limits for these challenging, closed-book, no-notes exams –

so that each student is able to fully show what they know at their own pace, while

3) providing for make-up exams to be able to be taken, with no late penalty, by all

whose emergency conditions prevented their taking the exam as scheduled.

     Using information gleaned from steps 1 & 2 of the strategy, papers and other

Assignments are also accepted late (with no penalties) if circumstances beyond a

Student’s control make original deadlines inhumane.

      Payoffs can include individual awards arranged, in advance, between student &

Instructor (typically candy or something worth $1 or less), or between a high-anxiety

Class and the instructor (such as agreeing to wear a wild holloween costume). 

2. Why did you choose this particular activity?
                 Anxiety is a serious barrier to success and these measures seems to substantially

             reduce stress without endangering expectations of high academic performance.

                  “Doing unto others as we would have others do unto us” is as good as gold when

              it comes to formulating attendance policies, etc. and will win student respect. 

3. What are the activity outcomes?    4.  What were the intended activity outcomes? (same)

Outcomes include:

1) lower student anxiety resulting in better student performance,

2) promoting student input into exams and increasing involvement in the course,

3) the reinforcing of how genuine an instructor’s concern is for problems that

                      arise is a student’s life that may distract from their meeting some deadline,

4) an atmosphere of less stress and more fun in the classroom, and

5) a feeling fairness both requires similar treatment of everyone under similar

                      circumstances and a willingness to show compassion while adapting course

                      requirements to practical emergency realities. 

