1. Describe your classroom activity.

As the first homework assignment in a general science class, students have the option to write a personal essay entitled, “what the ocean means to me.”  Initially, the students were surprised to be asked about their emotions in a science class, but the results have exceeded my expectations.
2. Why did you choose this particular activity?


I chose to complete this activity early in the term (week two) to encourage an immediate personal connection to the subject matter on a deeper level.  I wanted to provide the a personal incentive for caring about the class and to have the opportunity to get to know my students right away.
3. What are the activity outcomes?

Each of the three terms that I have received papers from this assignment, I have been astounded at the honesty and openness of the essays.  Students expressed their passion and love for the ocean, shared happy memories and childhood experiences, and even tragedies.  One student wrote about her fear of the ocean due to the death of her friend in a sneaker wave.  Another wrote about the comfort and peace she felt only while at the ocean in a lifetime filled with discrimination.  


It is amazing how such a simple question turned into a priceless opportunity to be able to connect with my students.  After I returned the papers with gratitude for sharing their stories, a much deeper level of mutual respect was gained in the classroom.  In fact, I may encourage some of my students to submit their papers to local creative writing journals if I can find a suitable forum.
4. What were the intended activity outcomes?


My intention was to relate oceanography to my students’ lives by giving them a sense of emotional involvement in the subject.  Ideally, this assignment would also help to motivate students throughout the term by providing a frame of reference for the importance of the subject matter.  My hope was that the students would remember this assignment and continue to share the knowledge gained in this class with friends and family each time they visited the ocean.
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