Classroom Activity Contest
Sponsored by the Faculty Committee on Student Retention


SUBMISSION FORM
1. Describe your classroom activity. 

Culture Points – The students are given instructions to attend an event in the Portland-metro area related to Hispanic culture or the Spanish language. This gives them the opportunity to experience outside of the class, the importance Spanish plays in our community and the larger role Hispanic culture plays in our own culture.
Examples of events that students are encourage to attend include plays by Hispanic playwrights, concerts or dance recitals featuring Hispanic music or dance, exhibits of art or historical artifacts at local museums or galleries (such as Onda Arte Latina), readings by local Hispanic authors, showings of foreign films from Spain or Latin America, or excursions to restaurants featuring cuisine from the Spanish-speaking world. Students are also given the option to do volunteer work within the Hispanic community (by tutoring English, doing outreach within the Hispanic community) as a way of fulfilling the culture points requirement.
After attending the event or participating in an activity, students write a brief explanation of the event and are asked to reflect on the experience and what they learned about Hispanic culture and the Spanish language.
2. Why did you choose this particular activity? 

Exposure to culture and Spanish as it’s spoken in real-world contexts is an essential part of the beginning Spanish language learning experience. Students come into class wanting to learn Spanish for a variety of reasons. While grammar plays an important role, I’ve always felt exposure to the richness of Spanish culture and vitality of the language goes a long way in “hooking” students and really getting them interested in continuing their study of the language. Exposure to culture motivates students to continue learning and pushing themselves and shows them the multiple and varied doors which will open to them through continued study of the Spanish language
3. What are the activity outcomes? 

Students have responded very positively to the assignment. Oftentimes, the assignment has given students the opportunity to do something they’ve wanted to do or thought of doing but hasn’t had a reason to. For instance, go to a flamenco dance recital, visit a Peruvian restaurant, or see a play by a Spanish playwright at the Teatro Milagro. Some students have even been motivated to continue pursuing an interest in some aspect of Hispanic culture that they were first exposed to as part of the culture point assignment. For instance, one student went to a dance recital and decided to take Latin dance lessons as a result. Another decided to spend several weeks in Spain last summer after his curiosity was piqued by the events he attended here in Portland. 
The post-event reflections/write-ups have been consistently strong with a few exceptions. Students really do take the time to convey what they learned from the cultural outing and how the outing expanded their appreciation for the role Spanish plays in our community and society at large. 

4. What were the intended activity outcomes? 

To give students real-life exposure to Spanish and show them that it is a living language which plays a vital role in our lives here in the U.S. Additionally, to introduce students to the richness of the Hispanic culture and the contributions made by local Hispanic authors, writers, dancers, artists, filmmakers, restaurateurs, etc. 


