Classroom Activity Contest
Sponsored by the Faculty Committee on Student Retention


SUBMISSION FORM
1. Describe your classroom activity. 

For Accounting classes I offer a “Bonus Problem” for each exam.  The bonus problem is a problem from their book and the only time I accept it is on the day of the exam.  Since it is optional, no late bonus problems are accepted.  The bonus problem is worth a maximum of 10 points towards the exam grade.  Thus, if they receive a 95 on the bonus problem, they get 9.5 points towards the exam grade.  No exam grade can go over 100 points.  
If their exam grade is 80, then I record 89.5.

If their exam grade is 95, then I record 100.
2. Why did you choose this particular activity? 

Some students always turn homework in late.  And the homework assigned should assist them with doing well on the exam.  But if they turn in the homework late, that particular purpose is defeated.  Every student likes a “good deal”.  Thus they have some control over whether they do the bonus problem or not.  Many do the problem.  But once in a while they do not because they have run out of time.  They have control and thus don’t have to “make it up” late.  And not doing it does not hurt their grade.  They can still get 100 on the exam.  (In fact, a very few students don’t do it because they feel they can get an “A” without the extra work.)
3. What are the activity outcomes? 

It encourages students to work the Accounting problems, which will help they learn the material.  
It takes off the pressure of having to turn in homework as this problem is optional.  If they are overwhelmed with other classes, this particular problem does not have to be done—and they are not penalized for it.

4. What were the intended activity outcomes? 

Students, who are forever late in turning in homework, will turn in the “bonus” problem.  Thus they are learning the steps necessary to solve accounting problems in a timely manner (exam time!).
Also the students feel that I am giving them every chance in the world to succeed in Accounting—a tough class that is not for everyone.  It increases their confidence and their determination that they can do well in this class.

