Classroom Activity Contest
Sponsored by the Faculty Committee on Student Retention


SUBMISSION FORM
1. Describe your classroom activity. 

Student Name Cards
On the first day of class I hand out half-sheets of cardstock (5 ½  by 8 ½ ”)  Students fold one in half and write their name on it to create a name “tent”.  I tell the students that learning their names is very important to me.  I refer to them by name during class.
At the end of each class period I collect the name cards.  I pass them out again at the beginning of the next class.  When I can pass them out without any help, I have learned their names.  It takes only 4-5 classes for me to learn 34 names.

2. Why did you choose this particular activity? 

I wanted a way to learn students’ names very early in the term and also use their names during class.
3. What are the activity outcomes? 

Students appreciate being known and called by name.  They learn that I care about them as a person.  They also learn each other’s names.
4. What were the intended activity outcomes? 

To learn student names quickly, increase retention and build community in the classroom.

