Classroom Activity Contest
Sponsored by the Faculty Committee on Student Retention


SUBMISSION FORM
1. Describe your classroom activity. 

The class analyzes a “fact” from literature, the news, urban legend, etc. for accuracy.  The two I like the best are determining if the urban legend of Mickey’s stomach exploding from eating Pop Rocks and soda at the same time could be true (and the students have to research the volume of a stomach, how much gas would be produced from the reaction, and do all the calculations and assumptions – this ties into the textbook chapter on gas laws) and figuring out if Dr. Seuss was right when he said “Each baby opossum's the size of a bee! Eighteen can fit into a teaspoon, you see.” – again, the students have to research all the information and come up with whether this is right.  We then extend this to other animals and guess what size of measurement we would use and then confirm it.
2. Why did you choose this particular activity? 

Giving the students an unusual conversion or calculation makes the material more fun (and challenging) and encourages them to really use some logic and analytical skills.  It’s so much more interesting than how many feet are in a kilometer (when we do conversions) and it sparks a lot of creativity since all sorts of assumptions have to be put into these calculations.  Even the most die-hard haters of math get involved with their thoughts on how to approach the problems because it brings in other disciplines (biology and physics for example).

3. What are the activity outcomes? 

Really strong class participation.  The majority of students give input into the problem-solving and again, it connects the theory to something more familiar and creates a very positive learning experience.  It has sparked students to find other examples in their everyday experiences that we work on throughout the course. 

4. What were the intended activity outcomes? 

Getting students to question the information they find, to me, is the most important outcome – there’s a way to prove what you read and the course teaches them these basic skills.  The fun in solving the problems and getting those reluctant students to participate is a close second.  It helps the students who tell me they aren’t good at science (or really hate it) see the value in the skills they are learning and hopefully motivates them to keep plugging away at it.
