Classroom Activity Contest
Sponsored by the Faculty Committee on Student Retention


SUBMISSION FORM
1. Describe your classroom activity. 

At the beginning of the term I have each student sign up for a 5-10 minute meeting with me, one on one. In the meeting I ask them about their major, why they are in class, what are some specific tasks they want to learn, why they are in the class etc. 

At the end of the meeting I stand up, shake their hand and thank them for being in my class.

2. Why did you choose this particular activity? 

I feel it is important for students to feel connected to their teachers. I feel the connection will contribute to the student’s success at PCC, which is what retention is all about. 

I teach CAS 133 Beginning Computer Concepts. This class can be very dry and task oriented. There are no long discussions or debates where I can connect with the students. These few minutes alone give me a better understanding of my students.

3. What are the activity outcomes? 

Connecting with the students. Spending time alone with the students. Getting acquainted with each student’s needs and expectations. Being better prepared to teach the class.
4. What were the intended activity outcomes? 

The students enjoyed this time with me. I found I did not need to ask too many questions, they were eager to talk about why they were in school and why they needed my class. 

I helped me to remember their names.

One girl who usually sat behind her computer screen in the back of the room, began to smile a little more in class. I had one student who liked to comment on everything I said in class, stopped after having private time with me. He needed me to understand he knew a lot about computers.


