
 

 

Learning Assessment of Core Outcomes 

Suggested Focus 2009-2010: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

SAC Name: Nursing 

Contact Name, phone, and email: Alisa Schneider; 503-977-4049; 

alisa.schneider@pcc.edu 

 

1. Please describe your plan of action for 2009-2010 Academic Year: 

Clinical Simulated patient care experience (SIM) 

The nursing clinical simulation laboratory is an active learning environment where 

nursing students prepare and provide care for “clinical “patients in case based scenarios. 

These cases provide reality based patient care activities offering students the opportunity 

to practice teamwork, nursing skills and clinical judgment in a controlled “clinical” 

environment. To gain the most from this clinical simulation experience, students will 

need to complete the advanced preparation for clinical simulation. The clinical simulation 

experience includes a pre-simulation learning activity, discussion of patient cases, 

participation in one of the patient cases, and debriefing of each case. Student preparation 

will be checked for completeness at the beginning of the case, each student individually 

completes their advanced preparation for simulation. Students are required to dress for 

clinical including wearing scrubs, lab coat, PCC ID badge, and stethoscope. This is a 

required clinical activity in the nursing program. There is a SIM activity every term of the 

nursing program (except N104, the first 2 credit hour entry course). The nursing 

department has been using SIM for four years and revises and updates the experience 

after each term from lessons learned. As we transition to the Oregon Consortium of 

Nursing Education (OCNE) curriculum, we have been introduced to Kathie Lasater’s 

Clinical Judgment rubric for use as an evaluative tool. The components of the clinical 

judgment model have been used for the last two years as a format for the Debriefing 

Guide for Simulation. Spring 2010 term will be the first formally integrated use of the 

clinical judgment rubric to evaluate student clinical judgment. We will be assessing first 

year students at the 4th term of the nursing program. This cohort of students has had two 

prior terms of similar SIM activities. Each term, SIM has outlined expectations that the 

students function within their scope of practice, which includes the ability to demonstrate 

performance of skills and techniques from all previous terms. 

 

SIM is active learning which requires the faculty to observe their clinical group (usually 

2-3 at a time, 10 total for the 3-7 hour experience). All faculty will be assessing 3 

students, 1 from each of the scenario groups, utilizing Lasater’s Clinical Judgment rubric. 

The faculty will use the rubric to assess students who are randomly assigned to the role of 

bedside assessment nurse in the scenario. Although this will provide only a small number 

of students from the total cohort we plan to use the data to continue developing the 

experience and the use of the rubric. 

By the end of the experience, each student in the group will have completed an informed 

consent form and a clinical self reflection, based on Lasater’s Clinical Judgment rubric. 

The clinical faculty will submit their rubrics and all the student documents to the SAC 

Chair who will review and prepare the findings. 

 

See other attachment for rubric.  



 

 

 
2. When your project is completed, please describe the methods you used: 

The plan was presented to the SAC and approved for use with first year, 4
th

 term nursing 

program students. Kathie Lasater, EdD., developer of Lasater’s Clinical Judgment rubric 

presented the tool and ways to use it to the SAC.  The SAC Chair met with the 

participating instructors, explained the rubric, and participated in discussion of how to 

use the rubric in the SIM experience. As described in the plan, Lasater’s Clinical 

Judgment rubric was used by 9 instructors, 3 students each.   

 

3. What did you learn? 

The SIM Coordinator provided feedback from her experience:  

Faculty use of the tool varied and relied on the SIM Coordinator for how to use the tool.  

The tool worked well for “on the fly” formative assessment. 

The tool did provide a snapshot of the student’s development at the 4
th

 term.   

The use of the rubric tool and the student’s self evaluation provided information about the 

   level of critical thinking- the students were where they were expected to be.  

 

Review of the faculty rubric and the student’s self evaluation showed: 

The faculty were evaluating different criteria than the students were of themselves so 

these 2 forms do not correlate well. 

Faculty had some difficulty using the tool and there were inconsistent ways of writing or 

identifying what ways the student met the criteria of a certain level on the rubric tool.   

 

Comments from faculty: 

Faculty were not clear how to capture a single students ability to think critically when 

time constraints requires scenarios to include 2-3 different students working to 

accomplish the work of 1 nurse, and much of what goes on in the scenarios related to 

clinical decisions and critical thinking happens in the students head.  A consistent tool 

for faculty assessment and student self eval is needed.   

 

4. What changes, if any, are you making or recommending as a result? 

The faculty will need a guide on how to use the tool. 

An assessment rubric for SIM is being developed and will need to be used to compare to 

   Lasater’s rubric.  

  

5. Follow-up in 2010-11, based on any changes you have made: 

We plan to continue the use of an assessment rubric taking into consideration the issues 

related to the SIM experience and the concerns of faculty and students.   

Developing interrater reliability in the use of a tool will be explored, once a specific tool 

is decided on.    

Adjunct faculty will need training in the use of the tool, all faculty will need updating 

yearly on the use of a tool for SIM assessment. 
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