
Revised Assessment Plan for 2010-2012 
 
1. List the Core Outcomes your SAC will assess in the next two years: 

2010-11  Communication and cultural awareness 
2011-12  Self-reflection and community and environmental responsibility 
 

2.  Indicate generally how each of the Core Outcomes will be assessed.  Please 
include information about the setting (in which course(s) or other setting) the 
students (all students or a sample) and the approach (i.e. assignment evaluated 
with a rubric, pre-post test, etc.). 

 
On October 27th 2010 the Anthropology SAC decided to collect information on the PCC 
core outcomes communication and cultural awareness by using a rubric designed by the 
members of the SAC during the meeting.  We decided to collect data from two ATH 103 
introductory cultural anthropology classes for 2010-11, and from two more in 2011-2012. 
Currently, we teach an average of six ATH 103 classes per term on four PCC campuses 
or centers.  We chose two on campus classes of about 35 students (about 20% of the 
students who took the course during the academic year). We chose to collect information 
from these classes for three reasons.  First, ATH 103 is one of our most popular classes 
and serves a wide range of students in many other programs and disciplines.  In addition, 
it is a class that both full time and part time faculty teach it regularly.  Third, this class is 
the gateway to many of our 200 level anthropology classes.  
 
During the 2010-2011 academic year we collected information on the core outcomes of 
communication and cultural awareness from two ATH 103 classes taught by different 
professors at the PCC Sylvania campus. Two part-time anthropology professors 
compared student performance on term papers written in their ATH 103 classes, and gave 
scores based on the rubric that the SAC had developed in our fall meeting. Student 
surveys were also given to these same students to assess their perceptions of how well 
they thought the classes were meeting the core outcomes.  The results of the student 
surveys and the term paper evaluations indicated that students in the targeted classes were 
meeting the core outcomes at a high level (2.8-2.6 out of a possible score of 3).  
However, the lower scores in this range indicated that students could improve their ability 
to evaluate the different cultural contexts of behavior and use discipline specific 
terminology accurately in their papers. As a result of this finding, anthropology faculty 
planned to spend more time going over discipline specific terminology and discussing the 
cultural contexts of behavior in their classes. Strategies discussed by the SAC included: 
1. Assigning students to write a paragraph on each important anthropological term as it is 
covered it class; 2. Designing more class exercises that help flesh out student 
understanding of technical terms; and 3. Spend more time in class discussing different 
cultural contexts of behavior and comparing them cross-culturally.  
 
 Based on feedback from the peer review, the SAC decided at our fall meeting on Sept 
21st, 2011 to amend our original plan in the following ways:  
 



1. This year we will collect data from more two ATH 103 classes, (totaling 70 students, 
or about 20% of the students in these classes) on communication and cultural awareness 
taught at Cascade and Newberg by a part time and full time faculty member to compare 
with the data we collected from the Sylvania campus last year.  This measure will allow 
us to see if students at other campuses are meeting the core outcome requirements at the 
same level as they are at Sylvania.   
 
2. This year we will also collect data on the core outcomes of self reflection and 
community and environmental awareness by focusing on four ATH 101 physical 
anthropology classes totaling about 85 students or about 50% of the students in the 
courses.  Two of these classes will be taught at Sylvania. One class will be taught by a 
full time professor and the other by a part time faculty member.  The other two classes 
will be taught at other campuses by part time faculty. This decision was made in response 
to the peer evaluation recommendation that the SAC should examine a greater variety of 
classes and make sure that they were taught by part time and full time faculty at different 
campuses. Faculty will compare term papers of students in these four classes using a 
scoring criteria developed by the SAC in the fall meeting.  During the Fall Oct 26th 
inservice, we plan to include a session on norming to insure that these comparisons are 
made in the same way by all faculty.  
 
3. This year we will also collect data on all four PCC core outcomes from two sections of 
ATH 207 Culture Concepts (70 students or 100% of the students in these courses).  One 
course will be taught as a distance learning class at Sylvania by a full time professor and 
the other will be taught as an on campus class at the Cascade campus by part time faculty. 
Some of the students who complete the ATH 103 class go on to take the ATH 207 class 
the following year.  This measure was taken in response to the peer evaluation 
recommendation that the SAC collect data from both introductory and more advanced 
courses. Faculty will compare student performance on term papers in the two ATH 207 
classes using a criteria developed and approved by the SAC at the fall 2011 meeting.  
 
4. During the 2011-2012 year we will also give student surveys on the core outcomes to 
all the students in these different ATH 103, 101 and 207 classes to get feedback from 
students on how well the classes met the core outcomes.  Based on the results of student 
feedback on these surveys and term paper evaluations by the faculty, the SAC will then 
develop strategies for improving instruction and assessment. 
 
 
Assessment results for the 2012 year 
 

1.  During the fall term, faculty collected data on anthropology classes at Cascade 
Campus and the Newberg center to compare with the data from Sylvania collected 
during the 2010-2011 academic year.  As shown below, it appears that students 
who took ATH 103 at the Sylvania campus scored higher in all the core outcomes 
than students who took the course elsewhere.  The most marked difference is the 
lower scores in critical thinking at Cascade.  As a result of these findings, the 



SAC plans to include more assignments and class exercises focused on critical 
thinking at Cascade and Newberg to help improve student performance. 
 
 

Core Outcome   SY   CAS   NEW 
• Communication  2.8   2.0   2.4 
• Critical thinking 1  2.6   1.4   2.4 
• Critical thinking 2  2.7   1.8   2.2 
• Cultural awareness 1  2.8   2.7   2.7 
• Cultural awareness 2  2.6   1.9   2.3 
• Cultural awareness 3  2.7   2.0   2.3 
 
 
2. Data was also collected on ATH 101 classes in Physical anthropology at the 

Sylvania and Rock Creek Campuses focusing on the core outcomes related to 
environmental awareness. The results indicate that students at both campuses 
could improve their mastery of these outcomes.  In order to facilitate this process, 
faculty decided to spend more time in class discussing the role human culture 
plays in impacting the environment in contemporary culture,  and contrasting it 
with the way human evolution and adaptation are influenced by environmental 
constraints.  Faculty also noted that students could benefit from better writing 
skills and note taking procedures during observational exercises of primates. So 
faculty plan to address this issue as well when they next review and revise their 
classes. 
 
 

 Core Outcome    SY   RC 
• Environmental awareness  2.5   2.2 
• Environmental awareness   2.2   2.2 

 
 

3. Data was also collected by the Anthropology SAC on ATH 207 classes in order to 
compare the level of student performance in 100 level classes to those of 200 
level classes.  Students in 200 level classes did not score as high as the students in 
100 level classes in some of the core outcomes assessed. In particular, they were 
weaker in the areas of using discipline specific anthropological terminology 
accurately, and using a knowledge of ethnocentrism to address complex human 
issues within a larger cultural framework. This difference may be due to the 
higher levels of discipline specific knowledge expected of students in 200 classes, 
and the fact that some students take a 200 level class without taking a 100 level 
one first in which basic concepts, such as ethnocentrism, are introduced.  The 
SAC discussed the possibility of recommending a 100 level anthropology class to 
the list of prerequisites for all 200 level anthropology classes taught at PCC. 
 
 



Core outcome    SY    CA 
Communication 1   2.8    2.9 
Communication 2   2.0    1.4 
Communication 3   2.5    2.4 
Cultural awareness 1   2.7    2.8 
Cultural awareness 2   2.7    2.7 
Cultural awareness 3   2.2    2.0 
 
 
 

4. Data collected from the student surveys this year indicated that students feel 
anthropology classes are meeting the PCC core outcomes well.  However, there 
was a discrepancy between the number of students who believed that they had 
mastered the information related to particular core outcomes and the academic 
level that faculty assessed them at.  Based on these results, faculty plan to be 
clearer about outlining what their concepts of “mastery” are so that students have 
a better chance of performing up to the expected level. 


