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Dental Assisting at PCC 

The Dental Assisting program at Portland Community College (PCC) is offered at the Vanport Building 

(pictured above) in Downtown Portland and is accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA). 

This nine-month program is designed to prepare individuals for careers as Dental Assistants, providing a 

strong foundation that enables quick entry into a high-demand field.  

Upon successful completion of all course requirements with a grade of C or higher, students earn a Certificate 

in Dental Assisting from PCC. As part of the program, students take the Dental Assisting National Board 

(DANB) exams, enabling them to apply for their Oregon Radiologic Proficiency Certificate, Expanded 

Functions Dental Assistant (EFDA) Certificate, and Expanded Functions Orthodontic Dental Assistant 

(EFODA) Certificate. They also earn national certification as a Certified Dental Assistant (CDA). These 

credentials make PCC graduates highly competitive candidates in the dental workforce. This moderately 

competitive program admits up to 36 participants each year on a first-come, first-served basis. 
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Application Requirements 

Open Application Period: May 1, 2026 - July 1, 2026 

All requirements must be met in order to meet minimum eligibility. Applicants are responsible for uploading 

proof or documentation demonstrating that the following criteria have been met as part of the application.   

 All students need to be active, credit-seeking students at PCC at the time of the application: 

• Apply online at pcc.edu/admissions by June 10, 2026 

• Include your PCC ID Number and PCC email address in your Dental Assisting application 

 Show proof of one of the following requirements:  

• High school diploma with an overall GPA of 2.0 or higher   

• College transcript with an overall GPA of 2.0 or higher   

• GED credential 

 Complete the following prerequisites with a C grade or higher and upload unofficial 

transcripts: 

• WR 115 or equivalent placement score 

• MP 111 Medical Terminology  

• One college course that is at least 2 credits (besides MP 111) 

 Complete 12 hours of shadowing and/or patient experience in a Dental Clinic or Dental Office:   

12 hours of shadowing and dental experience can be accumulated through any of the following:  

• Shadowing a dental assistant in a private practice or public health dental clinic  

o Applicants should upload the Job Shadowing Verification Form to document this 

experience and must attach it to their online application 

• Shadowing a dental programs student at the PCC Dental Clinic (limited to one experience 

lasting a maximum of 3 hours) 

• Completing a patient assessment at the PCC Dental Clinic, including necessary x-rays and a 

dental examination (approximately 1 hour; this option is exclusive to the PCC Dental Clinic) 
 

Applicants should use the PCC Dental Clinic Experience Verification Form to document their 

completed PCC Dental Clinic experience(s). This form must be attached to their online application. 

Multiple forms can be used to document the 12 hours of experience.  

 Complete the online application by July 1, 2026 

• Visit pcc.edu/programs/dental-assisting/apply/ to access the application, which will be visible 

at 8:00am on May 1, 2026  

o Applicants should have all of the above requirements met prior to applying 

• Details can be found in the next section of this guide regarding PCC’s first come, first serve 

selection process 

https://connect.pcc.edu/portal/app_login
https://www.pcc.edu/programs/dental-assisting/wp-content/uploads/sites/91/2023/09/experience-verification-form.pdf
https://www.pcc.edu/programs/dental-assisting/wp-content/uploads/sites/91/2024/09/pcc-dental-clinic-experience.pdf
https://www.pcc.edu/programs/dental-assisting/apply/
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Selection Process 

This program admits up to 36 students each year on a first come, first serve basis. 

Priority for the First 36 Students:  

• The first 36 students who submit their applications with all the required prerequisite courses 

completed by the end of Spring Term 2026 and who meet the listed admissions requirements will be 

guaranteed a seat in the program.  

Waitlist for Applications Submitted after the Initial 36:  

• Applications received after the initial 36 complete applications will be placed on a waitlist. The order in 

which these applications are received will determine the applicants' position on the waitlist.  

Incomplete Applications:  

• An application is deemed incomplete if an applicant has courses in-progress during Summer 2026. 

Incomplete applications will still be considered but will be placed lower on the waitlist. In-progress 

courses must be completed by the end of Summer Term 2026. 

Duplicate Applications:  

• If a student submits multiple applications, the most recent application will be considered the official 

one, and the date and time of this most recent submission will determine the student's position in the 

queue. 

Application Timeline & Details 

• May 1, 2026: Application Opens  

o Dental Assisting program applications are available online at pcc.edu/DA starting at 8:00am 

• June 10, 2026: PCC General Admissions Deadline  

o Applicants must be admitted to PCC as an active credit-seeking student prior to applying to 

the Dental Assisting Program. For general admission deadlines, visit pcc.edu/enroll. For PCC 

general application deadlines, please view the academic calendar or visit pcc.edu/calendars/   

• June 14, 2026: End of Spring Term 

o Last day to finish prerequisite courses to ensure a complete application  

• July 1, 2026: PCC Full-Time Dental Assisting Application Deadline 

o Proof of up to 12 hours of shadowing and/or patient experience must be uploaded to the 

application 

• Late July, 2026: Seat Acceptance Notifications Go Out 

o Applicants will be informed of their admissions status through their PCC email only 

http://www.pcc.edu/DA
https://www.pcc.edu/enroll/#first-time
pcc.edu/enroll
https://www.pcc.edu/enroll/registration/academic-calendar/
pcc.edu/calendars
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• August 5, 2026 from 9:00am-12:00pm: First Mandatory In-Person Orientation  

o Applicants attend the first in-person mandatory orientation at the Vanport Building to begin the 

post-admission process 

o Following the orientation, applicants will be required to officially accept or decline their seat in 

the program. Acceptance into the program is contingent upon successfully 

passing/clearing all of the following requirements prior to the start of Fall 2026:  

▪ Successfully pass a criminal background check and ten-panel drug screen   

▪ Submit proof of their healthcare provider CPR certification (American Heart 

Association) and required immunizations  

• For additional details regarding required immunizations, please see the 

Requirements for Clinical & Field Education document 

▪ Wait until you are offered a seat in the program to complete the above 

requirements 

• September 9, 2026 from 9:00am-12:00pm: Second Mandatory In-Person Orientation 

o Second mandatory in-person orientation will take place at the Vanport Building 

• September 21, 2026: Full-time Program Begins 

o The program is facilitated across three consecutive terms (Fall, Winter, Spring) 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

General FAQs 

I have questions about the admissions process, what should I do? 

First, thoroughly review the admissions guide and watch the recorded admissions information session or 

attend a live session, if you haven’t done so already. If you still have questions, please email 

admissions@pcc.edu and one of our admissions specialists will reach out to you.  

Will more live admissions information session dates be posted?  

Four live admissions information sessions are offered each academic year. If you are unable to attend a live 

session, a prerecorded session, which contains the same information, is available online for you to view at 

your convenience. To view live session dates and the prerecorded session, visit: pcc.edu/programs/dental-

assisting/info-sessions/  

Where will the Dental Assisting Program take place? 

All Dental Assisting courses and mandatory orientations will be held at the Vanport Building, located in 

downtown Portland at 1810 SW 5th Ave. Once enrolled in the program, students will be required to 

participate in in-person learning five days a week. 

https://www.pcc.edu/programs/nursing/wp-content/uploads/sites/100/2020/11/immunizations-cpr.pdf
mailto:admissions@pcc.edu
https://www.pcc.edu/programs/dental-assisting/info-sessions/
https://www.pcc.edu/programs/dental-assisting/info-sessions/
https://www.pcc.edu/locations/vanport/
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Where do I park to get to the Vanport Building?  

Dental Assisting students and clinic patients can utilize the PCC shuttle system, with a stop conveniently 

located near the Vanport Building. The Orange Line also offers a drop-off a few blocks west of the Vanport 

Building on the Portland State University Campus. All shuttles connect at the PCC Sylvania campus, where 

transfers to the Orange Line are available. Important: The PCC shuttle service does not operate during the 

summer term. A valid parking permit must be displayed for those who park at a main PCC campus and use 

the shuttle. 

Parking a vehicle downtown can be tricky, but students and patients have a few options. You can buy daily 

street parking passes or passes at nearby parking garages around the Vanport Building. If you're a PCC 

student taking classes at Vanport, you're also eligible for a PSU parking permit at a reduced student rate. To 

get one, just fill out the Vanport Intake Form, and your request will be processed within 1-2 business days.  

What is the estimated program cost of the dental assisting program? 

The estimated program cost is $10,474.00, which doesn't include prerequisite courses. This covers tuition, 

fees, and estimated expenses for memberships, certifications, exams, uniforms, textbooks, materials, 

supplies, and other miscellaneous costs. Remember to also factor in additional expenses like housing, 

transportation, insurance, and the cost of not working. 

Can I work while I’m in PCC’s Dental Assisting Program? 

The Dental Assisting program is a full-time, Monday through Friday program that includes homework and 

projects outside of class time. As a result, it can be challenging to work evenings and weekends while 

successfully completing all program requirements. Students are encouraged to reduce work hours as much 

as possible to fully commit to the program.  

Will appeals be considered for applicants who miss admissions related deadlines? 

At PCC, there is a commitment to maintaining a fair admissions process by adhering to firm deadlines for 

application submissions and supporting documentation. Due to the high volume of applications, appeals for 

missed deadlines cannot be accepted. All applicants are encouraged to plan accordingly and submit required 

materials well in advance of the program deadlines. 

Do I need a social security number to be a Dental Assistant? 

No, you do not need a Social Security number (SSN) to become a licensed dental assistant in Oregon. While 

some employers may require an SSN for hiring purposes, neither the licensing organization (like DANB) nor 

educational institutions like Portland Community College require it for certification or enrollment. However, a 

criminal background check, required for our post-selection requirements and is also part of the licensing 

process, may require a Social Security number. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdzE4R-83ZyJ0FkRU6mXXY36HHjPPLXwQiRvbaNToujDE-LnA/viewform
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Should I apply for this program if I ultimately want to apply to the PCC Dental Hygiene 

Program?  

Applicant’s decisions should align with their career goals and personal circumstances. If they are certain that 

a career as a dental hygienist is their goal, they may choose to go directly into a dental hygiene program. 

However, if they want to gain experience, explore the dental field, or meet specific program prerequisites, 

attending dental assisting school first can be a valuable step. It's essential to research dental programs in 

their area, speak with an academic advisor, make an appointment with career services, and carefully 

consider their goals before making a decision. 

Prerequisite Course FAQs 

I need help with planning my prerequisites, where should I start? 

If you are new to PCC, please go to pcc.edu/advising/ for next steps on how to connect with an advisor or fill 

out the New Student Question Form by visiting pcc.edu/visit/new-student-questions/. If you are already taking 

classes at PCC, please follow this link: pcc.navigate.eab.com/app/#/ to set up an appointment with your 

assigned academic advisor.   

What if I take a prerequisite course pass/no pass?  

Individual prerequisite courses must be successfully completed with a letter grade of "C" or higher. Pass/no 

pass grading options are not accepted as proof of successful course completion. 

My completed prerequisite course now has the letter Z attached to it; do I need to retake it? 

No. Applicants will not need to repeat their prerequisite courses. For example, prerequisite courses such as 

MTH 111Z used to be numbered as MTH 111 and would not need to be retaken. Courses such as WR 121Z, 

WR 122Z, STAT 243Z, and many others are part of the new Oregon Common Course Numbering system. 

Visit pcc.edu/common-course-numbering/ for more information on Common Course Numbering.  

What if I’ve already taken a Medical Terminology course at an institution other than PCC? 

If you have already completed a Medical Terminology course at another institution, it may be used if it is a 

direct transfer as PCC’s Medical Terminology (MP 111). Please submit your official transcripts to the Student 

Records Office for an official transfer credit evaluation. 

Will my transfer courses be accepted at PCC? 

Applicants with transfer courses are strongly encouraged to submit their official transcripts to Student 

Records for evaluation by visiting pcc.edu/student-records/transfer/. Student Records will evaluate lower 

division collegiate (LDC) coursework. Upper division coursework (UDC) is evaluated upon request. We do 

not recommend you request all UDC to be evaluated by Student Records, instead, please request they 

evaluate only the courses you intend to use as prerequisites for the Dental Assisting program. Each transfer 

course is subject to review by the PCC Student Records Office, the Dental Sciences Department, and/or the 

Admissions Team to determine transfer equivalency.  

https://www.pcc.edu/advising/
https://www.pcc.edu/visit/new-student-questions/
https://pcc.navigate.eab.com/app/#/
http://pcc.edu/common-course-numbering/
https://www.pcc.edu/student-records/transfer/
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Can I use Credit for Prior Learning (CPL) courses from an unaccredited institution to meet a 

prerequisite course requirement? 

CPL courses are evaluated on a case-by-case basis. All prerequisite courses, including transfer work, must 

be completed with a C grade or higher from a regionally accredited institution to meet prerequisite course 

requirements. If you are planning on using a CPL course to satisfy a prerequisite course requirement, email 

your academic advisor and copy admissions@pcc.edu on the email prior to submitting your program 

application.   

Required Experience FAQs 

Can PCC help me connect with Dental Clinics so I can complete my 12 hours of required 

experience? 

PCC does not provide a list of clinics for shadowing or assist in setting up these shadowing experiences. 

However, we encourage applicants to contact local dental clinics where they receive service or that they're 

interested in, especially those they might live near or wish to work for. It's best to reach out well before the 

May 1st application open date. Generally, applicants haven't had difficulty arranging shadowing 

opportunities. 

What is the best way to get in contact with PCC’s Dental Clinic to complete experience?  

When contacting the PCC Dental Clinic, please do the following:  

• Email dentalclinic@pcc.edu (emails with be returned within 48 business hours) 

• Include in your email 

o Which program are you applying to (Dental Hygiene or Dental Assisting) 

o Which year you will be applying to the Dental Assisting program (2026, 2027, etc.) 

o The type of experience you want to complete (shadowing and/or a patient assessment) 

o Your general availability Monday-Friday (Dental Assisting appointment availability is M/W/F)  

o Most reliable phone number to contact you 

• Arrive early and leave time to find parking 

• Bring your supporting documents so they can be signed  

• Important: Please inform the clinic ASAP if you cannot make it to your scheduled appointment. The 

clinic has a waitlist for appointments and needs adequate time to fill your spot if you are unable to 

attend.  

Additional Scheduling Considerations:  

• PCC’s Fall and Winter are the best terms to schedule at the PCC Dental Clinic. The Spring term has 

limited availability. The PCC Dental Clinic is closed during the summer term.  

o Anticipated Fall term availability is M/W/F between 9:00am - 4:00pm 

o Anticipated Winter term availability M & F between 9:00am - 4:00pm 

mailto:admissions@pcc.edu
mailto:dentalclinic@pcc.edu
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Post-Selection FAQs 

After I get admitted, what is required of me?  

After being accepted in the program, students will be required to successfully complete PCC’s post-selection 

requirements which includes: 

• Successfully pass a criminal background check and ten-panel drug screen 

• Provide proof of required immunizations 

• Attend two post-admissions mandatory orientations at the Vanport Building 

For details on the requirements for clinical and field education, please see the Requirements for Clinical & 

Field Education document.  

Additional Support Resources 

PCC Resources 
• Academic Advising: pcc.edu/advising/   

• Accessible Ed & Disability Resources: pcc.edu/disability/  

• Apply to Dental Assisting: pcc.edu/programs/dental-assisting/apply/  

• Career Services: pcc.edu/careers/  

• Clinical & Field Education Requirements: pcc.edu/programs/nursing/wp-

content/uploads/sites/100/2020/11/immunizations-cpr.pdf  

• Dental Assisting Program Information: pcc.edu/programs/dental-assisting 

• Dental Clinic: pcc.edu/dental-clinic/ 

• Financial Aid: pcc.edu/enroll/paying-for-college/financial-aid/contacts/  

• General Questions: pcc.edu/programs/get-in-touch/?discipline=Dental+Assisting 

• Information Sessions: pcc.edu/programs/dental-assisting/info-sessions/ 

• International Students: pcc.edu/international-students/  

• Orientation Center: pcc.edu/visit/orientation-centers/ 

• Placement Process: pcc.edu/enroll/placement-process/   

• Scholarship Support: pcc.edu/enroll/paying-for-college/scholarships/ 

• Tutoring: pcc.edu/tutoring/ 

 

Outside Resources 
• American Dental Association: ada.org 

• Dental Assisting National Board (DANB): danb.org 

• Oregon Board of Dentistry: oregon.gov/dentistry 

https://www.pcc.edu/programs/nursing/wp-content/uploads/sites/100/2020/11/immunizations-cpr.pdf
https://www.pcc.edu/programs/nursing/wp-content/uploads/sites/100/2020/11/immunizations-cpr.pdf
pcc.edu/advising/
pcc.edu/disability/
https://www.pcc.edu/programs/dental-assisting/apply/
pcc.edu/careers/
https://www.pcc.edu/programs/nursing/wp-content/uploads/sites/100/2020/11/immunizations-cpr.pdf
https://www.pcc.edu/programs/nursing/wp-content/uploads/sites/100/2020/11/immunizations-cpr.pdf
https://www.pcc.edu/programs/dental-assisting/
http://www.pcc.edu/dental-clinic/
https://www.pcc.edu/enroll/paying-for-college/financial-aid/contacts/
https://www.pcc.edu/programs/get-in-touch/?discipline=Dental+Assisting
https://www.pcc.edu/international-students/
https://www.pcc.edu/visit/orientation-centers/
https://www.pcc.edu/enroll/placement-process/
pcc.edu/enroll/paying-for-college/scholarships/
https://www.pcc.edu/tutoring/
http://www.ada.org/
http://www.danb.org/
http://www.oregon.gov/dentistry
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Dental Assisting Technical Standards 

The following standards are capabilities related to successful practice in the Dental Assisting profession. 

Students should be aware that they must be able to meet these standards in order to successfully 

complete the program. Please read each item carefully to determine if you can meet each requirement. 

• Hear under normal circumstances with or without hearing device 

• Communicate both verbally and in writing effectively to explain procedures and give instructions 

• Work independently and manage a variety of tasks in a short amount of time 

• Eyesight capable of viewing small visual images with or without glasses & distinguish between black, 

while & subtle shades of gray 

• Understand and react quickly to verbal instruction 

• Demonstrate finger dexterity and eye/hand coordination to perform large and small motor tasks in a 

patient’s mouth 

• Stand in place for long periods of time 

• Be free from psoriasis, dermatitis, and other chronic skin disorders with open lesions or allergic 

responses to dental materials and agents 

• Lift up to ten pounds 

• Operate dental radiology equipment, which can require pushing, pulling, or moving 

• Handle stressful situations related to technical and procedural standards of patient care situations 

• Provide physical and emotional support to the patient during dental procedures 

• Follow directions effectively and work closely with members of the dental team 

• Perform skills (such as CPR) related to emergency procedures in a dental office 

• Demonstrate effective interpersonal relation skills 

• Stoop and retrieve dental supplies 

• Sit for prolonged periods of time on the dental stool and occupy a small space opposite the dentist in 

the operatory (approximately 3’x3’) 

• Reach overhead to operate radiographic equipment and dental operating light (approximately 5’ 

above the floor) 

• Possess tactile senses for examining teeth and oral tissue 

If you need reasonable accommodations, please contact PCC’s Accessible Ed & Disability Resources for 

assistance. If you are accepted into the program and your functional abilities change, please meet with the 

Dean of Dental Sciences for further assistance.  

Portland Community College is an affirmative action equal opportunity institution. 

Students are admitted without discrimination as to age, race, religion, gender, sexual preference, 

national origin or marital status. 

http://www.pcc.edu/resources/disability/

