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PCC PREP ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS
Gateway to College High School Completion Program

Answers to Frequently Asked Questions for Gateway to College Applicants
How does the Gateway to College program work?

Once you have been admitted, you will be enrolled in a Gateway to College learning community at one of the
Portland Community College campuses. The courses in the learning community are offered at 2 different levels,
Preparation and Foundation, in order to accommodate a variety of student needs.

e A learning community is a group of 20-25 students who take all of their first term courses together in
preparation for becoming college students on the college campus.

e First term courses are reading, writing, math, college survival and success, and academic lab.

e First term courses earn students both high school and college credits.

e Students spend 3-4 hours outside of class working on homework.

After successfully completing a Foundation learning community, students transition into regular college classes.

e Students enroll in Portland Community College courses and continue to earn both high school and
college credit, as they work towards earning a high school diploma.

e All courses after the first term are selected with the assistance of a Resource Specialist based upon
each student's high school completion plan and educational goals.

What can | achieve in this program?

Students can earn their high school diploma and earn a significant number of college credits toward a certificate
or a degree

How long would it take me to earn my high school diploma?

Most students are in Gateway to College for 2-3 years. The exact length of time to earn a diploma varies by a
student’s course load and credit needs. Students remain in Gateway to College until they earn a diploma or turn
21. We encourage graduates of the program to continue their college studies to meet their academic goals.

Who are Gateway to College students?
Gateway to College is for students who are:

16 to 20 years old.

Behind in high school credits (for age and grade), with a history of absenteeism and low GPA.
Students who have fewer than 17 credits when they begin the program

Students who live in one of the following school districts: Portland Public, Beaverton, Hillsboro, Lake
Reading at an eighth grade level or higher (English proficiency).

Able to complete their high school diploma by age 21.

Willing to make a long term commitment (two or more years) to work hard to complete high school and
progress toward a college degree.

Southeast Center, Extended Learning Campus
MSH Rm 106 2305 SE 82™ Ave Portland, OR 97216
503-788-6213



Gateway to College does not serve students who are doing well in high school and want to make an early
transition to college. Gateway to College works exclusively with students who have not experienced success in
a traditional high school. They are either no longer attending or are significantly behind in credits and are
unable to graduate with their peers.

What is expected of me?

e Students are expected to attend 100% of their classes.

e Students are expected to come to class on time, be prepared with class materials, and to complete all
class and homework assignments.

e Students are expected to spend 3-4 hours a day working on their homework (outside of class
time). We strongly encourage students who have a job to consider the time demands of the program.

e Students are expected to adhere to all Portland Community College policies and procedures.

What is the cost of the program?

Gateway to College is a scholarship program. The scholarship pays for college tuition and books. Gateway
students are expected to pay all fees associated with their course work and college participation. Students are
expected to pay a $25 application fee (after being accepted into the Gateway program), as well as student
fees that are about $55-$70 each term.

What kind of support will help me be successful in a college setting?

Students who are accepted into the program are assigned a Resource Specialist. Resource Specialists provide
support and access to resources to help all students in the program to be successful. Resource Specialists
provide the following services:

Transcript reviews and academic advising.

Assistance with completing enroliment and registration.

Referrals to resources, such as tutoring, counseling, student activities, health services, and more.
Personal counseling and guidance including assistance with problem solving, time management and
stress management.

If | have been on an Individual Education Plan (IEP) at my high school, will | still receive the same
services and support at PCC?

Applicants who have received Special Education Services and who have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) in
place are required to participate in an IEP meeting in the school district where you currently live. This meeting
will involve a manager from the PCC Prep Gateway to College program and will help determine if PCC is an
appropriate placement for you. We cannot guarantee that this process can be completed in time for acceptance
for the term for which you are applying.

I am enrolled in high school and do not want to withdraw until | know if | have been accepted. Can | be
considered for the Gateway to College program if | am still enrolled in high school?

Yes. If you are currently attending high school, please consider staying in school until you know that you have
been accepted into the Gateway to College program. Once you have been accepted into the Gateway program,
you will need to withdraw from high school. You cannot be dually enrolled in the Gateway to College program
and a high school or alternative education program.

How do | apply?

Please review the How to Apply for the Gateway to College program page.



