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This is an abbreviated and revised 
version of the original presentation 
designed for use with a interactive 
audience. 
 
Additional text has been added (in 
green text boxes) and all animation 
removed. 



Presentation Overview 
So what? 

How does 
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How does 
this impact 
teaching? 

Start 

Share 
Findings 

Want 
more? 

Stop 

Yes! 

www.pcc.edu/ir 
BTW- You’ll never 

get this 50 minutes of 
your life back 

No 



Research tell us . . .  
Students 



160,000 undergraduates in the 
University of California system 
asked . . . 
 
 
What obstacles impeded their 

academic success? 

From a recent Boston Globe article 



Many obstacles were listed,  
but  

# 1 reason . . . 



#1 Reason 

They didn’t know  
how to study 

 
(33% of students) 



What about PCC 
students? 

Given these findings, it is likely that PCC students 
may also have issues with studying; the following 
findings reflect PCC students. 



How many hours 
per week do full-

time students 
spend preparing 

for class? 
 PCC CCSSE, Spring 2011 

“Preparing” is defined as 
studying, rehearsing, doing 
homework problems, reading 
assignments and any other 
type of related activity. 



11-20 hours ? 21+ hours ? 

30+ hours? 

1-10 hours ? 

In other words, what percentage 
of full-time students prepare  . . . 

General rule of thumb:  For every hour spent in class per week, an 
additional 2-3 hours should be spent preparing for class per week.  
ie. FT = 12 hrs = 24-36 hrs per week 
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% of FT Students by Class Prep Time 



Blinding Flash of the 
Obvious . . . 



Relationship of Study Time to 
Grades 
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Community College Survey of 
Student Engagement (CCSSE) 

  
  Sampled by Campus 

  Excluded  
    - Distance learning 
    - Lower level dev reading 
    - Non-credit courses 

We have the prior information about PCC student behavior because 
over 3,100 students completed the CCSSE in Spring  2011 



What is Student Engagement? 
 
 

Student Perspective:  Time and energy 
students invest in meaningful educational 
practices 
 
College Perspective:  What the college does to 
create an environment where students are 
compelled to do the things that contribute to their 
learning 
 

 
 

Student engagement at its best is the intersection 
of these two perspectives 



Respondent Differences by Campus 

Sylvania Cascade Rock 
Creek 

Southeast 
Center 

Age Oldest Youngest 

Non-Native 
English 
Speakers 

 
 

13% 

 Lowest % 
 

11% 

 
 

14% 

Highest % 
 

22% 

Dev/ 
Pre-College 

 
51% 

Highest % 
61% 

 

Prior 
Degree 
Attainment 

 

Highest %    

Lowest % 

-----  Lowest ------ 
46%  

Dev/Pre-College = has completed, is currently enrolled in and/or plans to enroll in 
Prior Degree Attainment = already has a certificate, 2 yr, 4 yr and/or graduate degrees 



Examples of Response Differences 
by Age  

 

 
 
 

  Younger Students – use email to communicate w/
instructors  more often  

71% vs 64% (often/very often) 
 

  Older Students – ask questions in class/contribute to 
discussions more often 

 75% vs  59% (often/very often) 

 Older Students – spent more time preparing for class 
48% vs 28% (11+ hrs) 
 

 
 

Younger =  < 24 yrs of age 



 
 
Age (cont.) 
 

  Older students earned higher grades  
 63% vs 45%  (A to B+ range) 

  Older students more likely to have children at home 
35% vs 12% 

 
 



Response differences also found with 
other variables 
 
such as  

 - FT/PT enrollment status 
 - Dev/NonDE students 
 - First generation students 

 
  

 
 

 
 



Back to what 
research tells us 
about students and 
studying 

 
 

 
 

Students may not know how 
to study, are likely not 
preparing the amount of time 
suggested, and a strong 
correlation exists between 
study time and grades. 



Many students 
are burning 

the candle at 
both ends! 

Over 72% of students are 
employed, etc. 



Solution:  Students need 
effective and efficient 

study skills  

How can faculty help? 



 
* Remember what it’s like “not to know” 
 
* Provide “how to” pointers (i.e. read a 
textbook, prepare for an exam, etc. )  
 
* Remind students of other resources 

-  College tutoring labs  
-  On-line tutoring 
-  CG courses! 

 



Research also tells us  
 

There’s a disconnect 
between student aspirations 

and behavior . . . 



“I have the motivation to do what it 
takes to succeed in college”  

88% of new students   
 

but   
27% of those same students skipped 
class during the first 3 weeks of their 
first term                          

 PCC SENSE 2008 



 

Maybe more experienced 
students are less likely to skip 
class . . . 

NOPE – It’s worse!  
41% report skipping classes 
sometime during the term    

 
PCC CCSSE 2010 

 “Skipping class”  is not 
missing class due to illness, 
work conflict, etc.  



http://failblog.org/ 

‘Not like a student 
needs encouragement 
to skip class . . .  





http://www.skipclasscalculator.com/ 

“This calculator was designed 
to help college students decide 
if skipping class is a smart 
move. Answer these questions 
and your decision will be made 
based on a surefire 
mathematical formula.” 



Improving Class 
Attendance 



Guilt?? 



Technology? 



“Worked with other students on 
projects during class” 
 
Very Often = 15% 
Often = 39% 
Sometimes = 38% 
Never = 8% 
 

Active and Collaborative Learning  
example 



Course Progress Notification (CPN) 
 

http://www.pcc.edu/resources/academic/retention/CPN.html 

To support communicating with students 



www.pcc.edu/ir Additional research findings 




