
  

  

In the summer Costa Rica program, you spend two 

weeks studying Spanish at the Instituto de Cultura 

y Lengua Costarricense, in Alajuela. Earn 4 credits 

of college Spanish at your level of proficiency! 

Earn 4 credits in field biology (BI 103, General 

Biology III w/Lab). This biology course,       

designed for non-science majors, is open to all 

students with an interest in learning more 

about three distinct ecosystems of the tropics.  

Program fee of $3500 includes airfare, lodging, 

most meals, private bus between study sites, 

insurance, and entrance fees.  8 credits tuition 

is extra, to be paid to PCC. 

WEEK ONE 

Depart from Portland to arrive in San Jose, Costa 

Rica 

Visit with host families, take Spanish placement 

test and orientation tour of Alajuela 

Classes begin at the Instituto de Cultura y Lengua 

Costarricense 

Museum visit, traditional Costa Rican games, and 

two biology classes during afternoons 

Field Biology will visit the Zoo Ave. rehabilitation 

project for birds, reptiles, and mammals  

Optional activity is a guided Poas Volcano trip* 

WEEK THREE 

Investigate the lowland tropical environment and 

marine ecology in Cabo Blanco, on the Pacific 

Coast 

WEEK FOUR 

La Selva tropical forest reserve near Puerto Viejo 

de Sarapiqui  

Ecolodge San Luis: Spend four days learning about 

mountain tropical forest environments 

Departure to arrive in Portland 

WEEK TWO 

Spanish classes continue through July 10 

Extracurricular activities: a movie, dancing class, 

and an optional visit to local snake farm*   

Field Biology will visit the Insect Museum 

Optional activities include white-water rafting* 

 

Application Process: 

  Visit: www.pcc.edu/studyabroad 
 

Application Deadline: Mid-February 

*Personal expenses and optional excursions         

are not included .   

Program cost subject to change.   

About Costa Rica  

Known as the Switzerland of Central America, 

Costa Rica has an abundance of natural beauty and is 

populated by friendly, highly-educated people. This 

small country has a lot to offer, whether you seek 

pleasure or business. Costa Rica has obtained the 

highest standard of living in Central America by em-

bracing democracy and abolishing its army. The 

country is a paradise for nature lovers with many 

national parks, jungles, volcanoes, beaches and riv-

ers. The people (Ticos) speak a clearly spoken Span-

ish, making it an ideal place for foreigners to learn 

Spanish. 

Program Fee: 3500.00* 

Group size is limited to 20 



Study Spanish and Field Biology/Ecology 
in this cultural immersion class; your 

passport to adventure and                   
international travel. 

Costa Rica is your classroom... 

Costa Rica is Our Classroom  

Four Week  

Spanish and Biology Program 

Summer Term 

Portland Community College 

the real Costa Rica. 

the beautiful city of San Jose. 

Discover... 

Costa Rican language, food, culture, and history. 

the warm hospitality of the Costa Rican people. 

Explore... 

historical sites and Costa Rican life. 

Experience... 
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Enjoy... 

 

Oregon International Education Consortium 

Greg Lyons glyons@cocc.edu 

541-383-7526 

 

Portland Community College Study Abroad Office 

503-614-7152 

studyabr@pcc.edu 

www.pcc.edu/studyabroad 

Alajuela, Costa Rica 


