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From Solutions to Social Problems: Lessons from Other Societies 
 
 
Week 1 Solutions: Introduction & Section I; p. 1  
Oct 7  1.  Eitzen & Leedham: U.S. Social Problems in Comparative Perspective 

2. Eitzen: The Swedish Welfare State 
 
Solutions: Section 3: Income Inequality 

  8.  Friedman: A Better Kind of Wealth Tax 
  9.  Sklar: For CEOs, a Minimum Wage in the Millions 
            10. Freeman: Toward An Apartheid Economy 

 
Solution: Section 4: Gender p. 54 

  11. Rowling: Europe Crawls Ahead 
  12. Faludi: Swedish Sojourn 
 

Solutions: Section 6: Age, p. 79 
  16. Maitland: An Alternative to Early Retirement 

17. McRae: We Should Rejoice in an Ageing Society 
   

Week 2 Solutions: Section 5: Sexual Orientation, p. 69 
Oct 14   Richburg: Dutch Legalizes Same-Sex Marriages: Netherlands First 
  14. Goldstein: Military Homophobia 
  15. Graff: Same Sex Spouses in Canada Solutions:  
 

Section 7: Families, p. 88 
  18. Clawson & Gerstel: Caring for Our Young: Childcare in Europe & US 

19. Gornick & Myers. Support for Working Families: What the U. S. Can              
            Learn from Europe 

20. Christopher: Family Friendly Europe  
 

Week 3 Solutions: Section 10: Health Care and Delivery, p.138 
Oct 21  25.Toronto Health Coalition: Health Care Facts 

26. Physicians for National Health Program. International Health Systems 
 
Solutions: Section14: Drugs p. 209 
37. The Economist: Bad Score 
38. Barnard: Netherlands: Lets Be Realistic 
 

Week 4 Solutions: Section 8; Schools, p. 112 
Oct 28   Fiske & Ladd: A Cautionary Tale from New Zealand 

22. Nordgren: Globalization & Education: What Students Will 
 Need To Know and Be Able to Do in the Global Village 
 
Section 9: Work, p. 22 
23. Mutari & Figart: Finland Experiments with Six-Hour Work Day: 
24. Bernard: Inclusion & Democracy 
   



 
 

McMurry: Solutions to Social Problems, page two 
 
 
Week 5 Solutions: Section 2: Poverty, p. 26 
Nov 5  3.   Kaletsky: When Cutting Taxes is Risky Business 
  4.  The Economist: The Rule of Common Sense  
:                       5.  Australian Financial Review; The State of Welfare at Home & Abroad 
  6.  Albelda & Tilly: What’s Wrong with Current Poverty Policies 

7. The Guardian: Widening Welfare: Means Testing the Better Off is Fair 
 
Week 6 Solutions: Section 13 Crime and Crime Control, p. 190 
Nov 11  33. The Daily: Crime Comparisons Between Canada & the U.S. 
  34. Booth: Deaths Reflect Gun Use in the U.S. 

35. Waller & Welsh: Reducing Crime by Harnessing International Best           
 

Week 7 Solutions: Section 11: Cities, p. 154 
Nov 18  27. Nasser: Suburbia Stays in the Neighborhood 
  28. Geddes: Metropolis Unbound: The Sprawling American City and the   
   Search for Alternatives 
  29. Jackson. America’s Rush to Suburbia 
 
Week 8 Solutions: Section 12: Environment, p. 171 
Nov 25  30.Tierney: A Tale of Two Fisheries 
  31. Hale: Wind Power Picks Up as It Crosses the Atlantic 
  32. Case: Cleaner than Cows: Pollution-Free Electricity Has 
   Arrived in Germany 
 
Video Selections: 
 
 Afghanistan Unveiled: Independent Lens (OPB) 
 

Falling Into the Trade Gap (Mexico’s Maquiladoras) 
 
Globalization and Human Rights (Nigeria) 
 
Guns: An American Way of Life and Death (& Canada)) 

 
In the Light of Reverence: The Lodge of the Bear (Lakota) 

 
 Peace Is Every Step (Vietnam and France) 
 
 The Day My God Died (India/Nepal and Child Prostitution 
 

When Ends Don’t Meet (Washington County, Oregon) 
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