
PCC Office of International Education Newsletter Winter 2009 

A Note from the Director 
Greetings! 
As the Interim Director of the Office of International 
Education (OIE), I would like to wish you a warm 
welcome and a Happy New Year. 
 
Building upon PCC’s solid international foundation, OIE 
works closely with faculty, staff, administrators and 
students to ensure that the college is at the forefront of 
international education. Currently, the college enrolls 560 
full time F-1 international students from 71 countries and 

105 part time students for a total of 665. This quarter we received 86 new FT 
international students, an increase of almost 71% from last winter, with 14 
students coming from 11 new countries. 
 
We are working to develop vibrant college and community partnerships and, 
through a faculty development program, help ensure global and diversity 
perspectives are part of the curriculum. 
 
During the fall quarter of 2008 the Office of International Education formally 
signed an agreement with Seitoku University in Japan, strengthened its 
partnerships and cooperation with Ansam College and Chung Cheong University 
in South Korea, Okinawa Christian University in Japan, Universitat Pompeu 
Fabra in Spain, and the Embassies of Norway, Sweden, Saudi Arabia, United 
Arab Emirates, Peru, and Kazakhstan. 
 
We recently received a visit from seven Chinese colleges and universities and are 
in process of signing a major partnership agreement with those institutions in the 
coming months.  We hope also to sign another partnership with Kanda 
University in Japan. 
 
We also received a delegation from Ansam College from South Korea and a 
message of appreciation and a renewed commitment to the PCC-Ansam College 
partnership from Dr. Deuk Kim, the president of Ansam College. 
 
To address the needs of the faculty and staff in the Science Department, a new 
faculty development program was established in Germany with a focus on 
environment and sustainable development.  Four faculty and administrators were 
selected to attend this program in summer. 
 
While this is just the first step, the Office is taking all necessary actions to make 
sure that the global educational needs of faculty and staff in the sciences is met. 
The OIE is also very committed to working closely with different diversity and 
multicultural offices to become a partner in building a community where 
diversity is valued and a central part of our community. 
 
We implement all of these efforts in the spirit of contributing in on going effort 
at PCC of creating citizens who live and work within a diverse world and a 
global human family. 
 
The OIE would like to warmly welcome you to become a part of “PCC Global.” 
We believe that you will make a unique contribution to our programs and can 
play a crucial part in this exciting internationalization and multicultural process. 
Best Regards, 
Jean D’arc Campbell 
Interim Director, International Education 



International Student Profile: Roxana Geacar Winter 2009 

 
As with many of our 
international students, Roxana 
found her way to PCC because 
she had Romanian friends here 
in Portland.  Her friends, who 
are at PSU, recommended PCC 
and she has now been here for 
about a year and a half.   
 
American’s sociability and 
their smiley faces could be 
misinterpreted in her home 
country of Romania.  Roxana 
commented on people’s 
interactions even if they don’t 
know each other.  “They easily 
make eye contact and initiate 
conversation.”  She was 
surprised by the patience, 
curiosity and friendliness of 
people in the U.S. 
 

While she misses her mom, brother and “tasty, healthy 
Romanian food”, Roxana has connected many people in 
the US and has discovered she likes lattes, muffins, and 
cheesecake!   
 
I asked Roxana to share something unique about her 
country.  She responded, “well, nobody else has Count 
Dracula! We are so proud of his notoriety and 
uniqueness!”  In Romania, you can visit his very place 
of birth.  Roxana says it is beautiful and at the same 
time, a spooky medieval castle. Romania is also proud 
of their gymnast Nadia Comaneci, the first gymnast to 

be awarded a perfect score of 10 in an Olympic 
gymnastic event, back in 1976. She is one of the best-
known gymnasts in the world. 
 
Roxana primarily listens to Irish, English, French and 
American music.  However there are some Romanian 
bands that she would recommend - System, Phoenix 
(international band with Romanian roots:), and Vama 
Veche. 
 
Romanian, French, English, take your pick!  Roxana 
can speak with you in any of those languages.  She also 
knows “a little bit of Spanish and German.”  It has been 
more than five years since Roxana has studied English.  
She holds a bachelor in Modern languages, French and 
English.  At PCC, she is studying business and art.  
 
Rock Creek is Roxana’s favorite campus although she 
takes most of her classes at Sylvania.  She describes 
Rock Creek as “a true oasis, green and flowery and 
really easy to get oriented.”  She says “Sylvania is 
beautiful as well, and it looks like is a more complex 
campus offering a larger variety of classes, supplies 
and activities. there is also a larger number of students, 
which can make life on that campus more interesting.”  
When asked what faculty and staff can do to help 
international students, Roxana suggests organizing 
events and activities “multicultural actions that would 
lead to interaction and adaptability.”  Roxana is doing 
her part with this in her role as an International Student 
Ambassador for the Sylvania campus.   



CIEE: A Faculty Review Winter 2009 

PCC employees are given the opportunity to apply for funding to expand their international perspectives.  PCC is committed to this 
program as method to help our faculty and staff create a global perspective both within the classroom and through students services.  
These efforts help broaden PCC’s ability to internationalize education for all of its students.   

Conflict and cooperation in the Middle East: a whirlwind tour of 
Jordan and Jerusalem. 
By Torie Scott, Cascade Campus Librarian  
 
In June 2008 I traveled to Amman, Jordan to participate in an Interna-
tional Faculty Development Seminar sponsored by CIEE, the Center 
for International Educational Exchange. My travel and tuition were 
paid by PCC’s Office for International Education. 
 
The Seminar was led by an American woman, Alison Hodgkins. Al-
ison lives in Amman and works for CIEE, and is completing her doc-
torate in Political Science with a focus on the Middle East. 
 
Alison and a Jordanian colleague, Dr. Momani, planned all the speak-
ers and events for the seminar, including spending 2 nights and 2 days 
in Jerusalem. Each day the seminar group traveled in 2 vans to hear 
three or four speakers. Each day included a field trip, for example to clothing factory in an industrial zone and to ACOR, an Ameri-
can archaeological research center.  
 
Alison accompanied the group throughout the week, counting heads at each stop, and answering questions ranging from “What am I 
eating?” to “What is the political status of Palestinians in Jordan?” The answer to the first question was easy (“It is goat meat pre-
pared in the Bedouin tradition; if you were a special guest in someone’s house it would include the goat’s head with the eyeballs 
intact”); Alison’s answer to the second was evasive. She didn’t clarify until the group traveled outside of Jordan.  
 
The cessation of violent conflict in the Middle East will require both government level agreements and treaties, and also person-to-
person cooperation to build trust. One thing I learned from the seminar is that neither of these is effective without the other. 
 
Violent clashes in the Middle East might cease, but conflict never will; in the Middle East, peace may just be managed conflict. But 
peace won’t work without trust between groups in conflict and trust is in very short supply in the Middle East. Based on their experi-
ences of each other over the past 60 plus years, Israelis and Palestinians simply don’t trust each other.  
 
One of example of person-to-person relationship building and cooperation in Jordan is the Bee Research Center established in 2002 
near Irbid, Jordan. Dr. Nizar Haddad, director of the Bee Research Unit, gave our group a tour one warm afternoon. Dr. Haddad 
thought up “Bees for Peace” with an Israeli scientist in order to get grants to help poor people in both Jordan and Israel, and to try to 
separate political conflict from scientific research.  
 
Dr. Haddad’s powerpoint presentation “Bees for Peace” was projected on a whitewashed stucco wall in a sparsely furnished room 
with folding chair. He then showed us around the Research Center where bees are raised and studied, along with bee-friendly 

drought resistant plants. With his scientist’s hat on Dr. Haddad is pas-
sionate about bees, but he is also passionate about international coopera-
tion, economic development and environmental stewardship. Bee-
keeping has wide spectrum of benefits, according to Dr. Haddad, includ-
ing generating income for kids and women who don’t own property, 
inspiring people to care for wild flora and trees, and providing nutritious 
food. 
 
The Bee Research Center acts like an extension agency, providing bees, 
equipment and training for people all over the region, in Jordan, Leba-
non, Iraq and Israel. They receive support from Jordan University, local 
NGOs, and private and governmental agencies in Germany and the US. 
Pamphlets are as important as research papers, according to Dr. Haddad. 
He and his fellow workers follow the lead of their bees, ignoring bor-
ders and working cooperatively with fauna and flora throughout the 
region. 



Faculty & Staff International Development Opportunities Winter 2009 

PCC employees are given the opportunity to apply for funding to expand their international perspectives.  PCC is committed to this 
program as method to help our faculty and staff create a global perspective both within the classroom and through students services.  
These efforts help broaden PCC’s ability to internationalize education for all of its students.   

Faculty & Staff Development 
 
Once again, we will offer the faculty and staff international development opportunities.  Announcements will 
be posted on MyPCC and to mail-users.  General deadlines are as follows: 
 

CIEE—Applications were due January 9, 2009—process closed 
Oaxaca—Applications due March—process not yet open 

East West Institute—Applications due March—process not yet open 
Summer Institute—Applications due May—process not yet open 

 
For more information contact: jennifer.alkezweeny@pcc.edu  

Conferences with an International Focus 
 

 
· (ACE) Collective Foresight  

February 7th through the 10th in Washington, DC  

· The Forum on Education Abroad  

February 18 through the 20th in Portland, OR  

· Community Colleges for International Development  

February 28th through March 3, 2009 in Orlando, FL  

· (MIIIE) Midwest Institute Int'l & Intercultural education  

April 3rd and 4th, 2009 at Monroe Community College in 
Monroe, MI  

· Association of American Colleges and Universities(AAC&U)  

January 21st through the 24th, 2009 in Seattle, WA  



Important things to know about F-1 student status Winter 2009 

International students must maintain their F-1 immigration status while in the United States. Failure to 

do so is grounds for removal from the U.S. Here is a list of some of the most important rules regarding  

F-1 status. 

· Must be enrolled full-time (12 credits) each term during the academic year. Summer term is usually 
considered vacation term.  

 
· Approval from an international student advisor is required to drop below 12 credits. Students must 

receive approval before they drop below 12 credits.  
 
· Audit and Withdrawal marks may negatively affect immigration status. 

· Medical documentation is required for approval to drop below 12 credits for medical reasons.  

· Only ONE distance learning/online course or 3 credits per term may be counted toward the 12-credit 
requirement. 

· Students who decide to withdraw from PCC and return to home 
country must submit a completed “Departure Form” and a copy of 
airline ticket to the Office of International Education.  Departure from 
the U.S. must be within 15 days from withdrawal date.  

· Passports must valid for six months into the future at all times. 

· I-20 must be valid at all times. Students who need additional time to 
complete their degree program must apply for I-20 extension before the 
expiration date.  

· Student must receive a travel signature from an international student 
advisor before traveling outside of the U.S. 

· Immigration requires that a change of address is reported to an 
international student advisor within 10 days.   

· On-campus part-time work is permitted for a maximum of 20 hours per 
week. Students cannot work off-campus without work authorization 
from immigration.   

· Upon graduation from PCC, students are required to officially notify 
the Office of International Education regarding their future plans so we 
can update the SEVIS record appropriately.  

 

This is not a complete list of all F-1 status rules. It is the student’s 
responsibility to learn and understand the F-1 rules and regulations to 
maintain their F-1 status. Please contact the Office of International Education 
with any questions.   

www.pcc.edu/international  



Study Abroad Winter 2009 

 For More Information  
Study Abroad Office: Rock Creek Campus, Building 3, Room 223 
Program Coordinator: Roxanne Pilkington 
Telephone Number: (503) 614-7151     Email: studyabroad@pcc.edu   
Program Assistant: Holly Frolick 

Information Meetings 
If you are interested in PCC study abroad programs please plan to attend one of the following general information sessions, 
where the highlights of each program will be discussed. If you already know about the program you are interested in and do 
not wish to attend a meeting, contact our office to schedule a more in-depth one-on-one advising session on the program of 
your interest. 

· Tuesday, January 20, 2009, PCC Rock Creek Campus, Building 2/ Room 259- 2:00pm-3:00pm 

· Wednesday, January 21, 2009, PCC Cascade Campus, Library Building / Room 212- 12:00pm-1:00pm 

· Thursday, January 22, 2009, PCC Sylvania Campus, Library Building / Room 112- 12:00pm-1:00pm 

· Tuesday, February 10, 2009, PCC Southeast Center Campus, Mt. Tabor Building/ Room 138- 12:00pm-1:00pm 

· Thursday, February 12, 2009, PCC Rock Creek Campus, Building 5/ Room 136- 12:00pm-1:00pm 

· Monday, March 2, 2009, PCC Sylvania Campus, Library Building / Room 112- 2:00pm-3:00pm 
· Wednesday, March 4, 2009, PCC Cascade Campus, Terrell Hall Building/ Room 112- 2:00pm-3:00pm 

Program Offerings: 

 Fall/Winter  
Florence, Italy, One Academic Term (fall) 
Oaxaca, Mexico, Eight Week Program (winter) 

 Spring/Summer 
Barcelona, Spain, One Academic Term (spring) 
Paris, France, One Academic Term (spring) 
Alajuela, Costa Rica, One Month Program (summer) 
Guanajuato, Mexico Program, 2 Weeks (summer) 

 New Programs  
Japanese Exchange with Kanda University (Length/ Implementation date still TBD) 

 For program specific 
information please visit our 
website at www.pcc.edu/
studyabroad. **All programs 
repeat at the same time each 
year and information is 
updated as soon as it is 
available. 

Greetings from the Study Abroad Office!  

The Office of International Education newsletter will introduce you 
to PCC study abroad opportunities and help you to start thinking on 
how you may be able to infuse an international experience, by 
studying in a foreign country, into your current academic plans at our 
college. We welcome PCC faculty and international students to 
become involved in the program as well; promoting international 
study, exchange, living and travel in the classroom! 
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SYLVANIA: intladvs@pcc.edu 
ROCK CREEK: interational@pcc.edu 
CASCADE: tgarman@pcc.edu 
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Sylvania Campus (Building CT, Room 103) 

Date: March 10th & 11th 
Time: 9:00am-4:00pm (walk-in appointments) 

 
Rock Creek Campus (Building 3, Room 223) 

Date: March 10th & 11th 
Time: 9:00am-4:00pm (walk-in appointments) 

 
Cascade Campus (Building SSB, Room 214) 

Date: March 11th 
Time: 9:00am-4:00pm (walk-in appointments) 

 
Southeast Center Campus (Mt. Tabor Hall, Room 152B) 

Date: March 10th 
Time: 9:00am-4:00pm (walk-in appointments; check in at information desk) 

 
**To be eligible you must bring all PCC I-20’s, your passport, visa and I-94 (white card in your passport). All 
documents must be valid and unexpired for at least 6 months.** 
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International Student Announcements Winter 2009 



 

Are you thinking about working while 
at PCC? Are you graduating soon? 

There are three options for F-1 students to work: 

Part-time, on-campus  -20 hours per week or less 

CPT (curricular practical training)  & OPT (Optional Practi-
cal Training)- Allows you to work in your field of study to 
gain valuable work experience! Students are eligibl e for 

CPT after 9 months of study and OPT is done after 
graduation.  

Come to learn more about your options!  
Sylvania Campus Workshops:  
Tuesday, January 27th, 12:30pm-2:00pm, Library, Room 204 
Tuesday, January 27th, 3:30pm-5:00pm, Library, Room 204 
 
Rock Creek Campus Workshops:  
Tuesday, January 27th, 12:30pm-2:00pm, Building 5, Room 136 
Tuesday, January 27th, 3:30pm-5:00pm, Building 5, Room 136 
 
Cascade Campus Workshops:   
Tuesday, January 27th, 12:30pm-2:00pm, TH Building, Room 112 
Tuesday, January 27th, 3:30pm-5:00pm, TH Building, Room 112 

International Student Announcements Winter 2009 



The Office of International Education (OIE) at Portland Community College (PCC) serves as the primary administrative office for 
international initiatives on campus.  We strive to further the College’s goal of preparing students to succeed in an increasingly 
interdependent world.  The OIE supports international student recruitment and admissions, international student services, PCC 
faculty and staff development abroad program opportunities, study abroad, and other curricular and co-curricular international 
activities. 

International Student Activities—Open to all students, faculty, and staff! 
 

January 
Friday, 23: Student Open House Japanese & Middle Eastern Day at Sylvania 2 to 4 p.m. Details TBA 
Thursday, 29: Employment Workshop at Sylvania 12:30 to 2 p.m. & 3:30 to 5 p.m. Library Room 204 
 
February 
Saturday, 14: Movie Day at Tigard Cinemas Valentine’s Day at the Movies 12 to 4 p.m. Details TBA 
Saturday, 21: Ski Trip  Mt. Hood Meadows All day Details TBA 
Tuesday, 24: Group Advising Workshop 12:30 to 2 p.m. & 3:30 to 5 p.m. Library Room 204 
Wednesday, 25: Tax Workshop Cascade Campus 2 to 4 p.m. Library Room 106 
Thursday, 26: Tax Workshop Sylvania Campus 2 to 5 p.m. Library Room 204 
 
March 
Tuesday, 3 :Tax Workshop Rock Creek Campus 2 to 4 p.m. Library Room 213 
Tuesday, 10: Travel Signature Days OIE Offices 
Wednesday, 11: Travel Signature Days OIE Offices 
Monday 16-Sunday 22: Finals Week 
Monday, 23-Friday 27: Spring Break 
Wednesday, 25: Beach Trip Seaside & Cannon Beach 10 to 4 p.m. Back to PCC RC at 5 p.m. Details TBA 
Monday, 30: Spring Term Classes Begin 
 
 

Contact Marcio Lemos for more information: mlemos@pcc.edu, 503-617-7117 

International Students: Activities and Important Dates Winter 2009 

PCC International Education Week 
“CHERVONA” band performance 


