
Impactof CIEE trip on my teaching
Tangibles

1. SPA 103: teach food vocabulary 
in context of its origins.  

2. SPA 201:  teach past tense 
verbs in the context of Abd-al 
wŀƘƳŀƴΩǎjourney to Spain.

3. SPA 202:  Learn comparative/ 
superlative structures in the 
context of Arabic/Muslim vs. 
European influences on the 
Spanish language and cultures.

4. SPA 203:  Address the 
controversial topic of 
immigration in the context of 
Africa and Spain, later drawing 
parallels.

Intangibles
1. Increasedempathywith

languagestudents

2. Renewed  focus on teaching 
language learning strategies

3. Renewedfocuson importance
of personal/ cultural 
interactionsin languagelearning

4. Freshsparkof motivationfor
students(and me!)

5. Anectdotes, Realia, and cultural 
material broughtback from
Spain



SPAN 103:  food vocabulary
Å Alcachofa

Å Albóndigas

Å Almendras

Å Arroz

Å Albaricoques

Å Azúcar

Å ¿Qué tienen en común estas palabras?

Å Higos

Å Uvas y pasas

Å Banana

Å Comino 

Å Durazno

Å Limonesy  naranjas

¡hay 4,000 palabras en español de influencia árabe!)

Álgebra, anatomía, astronomía, algoritmo (de matemática), agricultura, alfombra, 

almohadas, almacenas, alcobas, azulejos (tiles), algodón (cotton), alcalde (mayor), 

alboroto (disturbance), aldea (neighborhood), arquitectura, aceite (oil), azafrán, alcohol, 

alfalfa é  áy m§s!

ÅBerenjena

ÅEspinaca

ÅSandia

ÅGranada

ÅPistacho



SPA 201:  lesson on preterite/imperfect
Å Unit on the past tense will be 

introduced  by using the preterite 
and imperfect tenses to tell a 
simplified version of Abd-wŀƘƳŀƴΩǎ 
journey to Spain and the ensuing 
Arabic/Islam presence there.  This 
lesson will be followed by 
comprehension questions and 
discussions.

Å Students will then be asked to 
ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎƻƳŜ άƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƪƴƻǿƴέ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ 
of Latin/Hispanic history and write a 
past-tense narration. (i.e. the 
Japanese population in Peru, the 
British in Argentina, the French 
Hatians in Cuba, the African slaves 
to all of Latinamerica, or more 
research on the North Africans in 
Spain)



SPA 202: comparative structures
ÅUnit on comparative grammar structures will be introduced 

through architecture and music of Southern Spain and 
Morocco, in addition to similarities in Arabic and Spanish

Vs.

Vs.



SPA 203:  Immigration
ÅUnit and discussions on immigration will be presented 

in the context of Morocco/Spain immigration and their 
parallels to Mexico. 

Vs.


