
Situation:  You have researched on a prefecture in Japan for basic 
information and made notation on similarities, differences and contrasts 
with the communities in Oregon.   Now, you will be sharing the information 
with other class members of 102. 
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For the presentation, you have assigned yourself to a prefecture or a collection of smaller 
islands in Japan.  When preparing for a written presentation in JPN 102, please avoid 
approaching the assignment as though you are writing a paper for courses such as WR 
115 or 121 in English and then seeking tutor help for translation.  Instead, please take a 
different approach.  You are writing a paper entirely in Japanese by using the language 
tools that we are learning in class.  First, review the topics introduced in the textbook and 
handouts in class on the unit of communities and towns.  We are learning for example 
how to identify various landmarks in Japanese and describe them.  Please read the 
reading exercises at the end of chapter 2 in the textbook as an example.  Second, read the 
guidelines on your weekly planner and begin a basic level research using search engines 
in English to collect information that you would like to share and present in class.  Please 
compare the communities in Japan with our communities in Oregon by noting similarities, 
differences and contrasts.  If you noted a spelling using Romanization on an English 
source, please be sure to confirm the spelling on a Japanese source.  Thirdly, there are 
also differences in the way that you begin your paper.  For example, you may often begin 
your paper in English with such statements as “My prefecture is Nagano.” Or “Today I 
am going to talk about my prefecture Nagano.”  However, instead, you will want to use 
an introductory statement of “Today, (I) will introduce (to you) the Nagano prefecture.”   
Please remember that you should omit both I and you in the statement.  Please also note 
that some prefectures are under a different unit such as “To, Doo and Hu” instead of 
“Ken.”  Please refer to your notes from class, � 1 ��  1 ���  2 �� 43 ��	  
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




�� 102 Prefecture Presentation Components & Guidelines continue:  Page 2 of 6  
 

1) Name:   Introduce the name of the prefecture    


�������� � ���������  

             �����������������  
 
2) Location: Tell us the name of the major island that it is on or where it exists.� �  

The major islands are in this order from the north,  
���������������� ����!"#$  
 

3) Location:  Name a reference point such as a major city or well known landmark 
and state in which direction it exists.  Avoid stating “northwest” in one word.   
The four directional words in order of east, west, south & north are,  
%&��'��(#(�")  

 
4) Population: State using the appropriate counter for counting people 

Pronounce or read correctly the counter, *  and use *+ � for population.  
 
 

5) Comparison: Name a landmark such as state in the U.S.A. and state that it is 
about the same size as such and such using  !#,�-.�  

 
6) Famous landmarks:   Name places, buildings, people, landscapes, etc.   

 
 

7) Describe the landmarks:   Use correctly various appropriate adjectives.   
e.g.)  /0#�'12�#  

 
General Guidelines: 
       

A) The Written Assignment:  Due on ____ for MW class & ____ for TR class 
 

a) Typed or hand-written  
b) Double spaced. 
c) A minimum of 10-15 complete sentences 
d) Use your own words and grammar/structural points from class and 

textbook. 
e) Avoid approaching native speaker friends or tutors to translate. 
f) Keep a copy for yourself.   
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B) The Oral Presentation:       Due on ____ for MW class & ____ for TR class 
 

a) May enhance it by preparing visual aids such as photographs as they can 
be shown at the “end” of oral presentation for clarification tool.   

b) Practice & learn what you wrote until you feel comfortable with the 
presentation but be aware of pitfalls & possible ineffectiveness of mere 
memorization of entire oral presentation as though it is a speech test    

c) May bring in note cards with keywords or hard to remember vocabulary 
d) Prepare anticipated questions from your classmates as response to your 

statements.  Prepare synonyms (words familiar to us from class.)   
 
Hints for landmarks on the previous page under number 6:     
 

8) Famous landmarks:   Name places, buildings, people, landscapes, etc.   
 
(*See the textbook or workbook for some of the words below and additional notes on 
page 5.)   
 
      Buildings  )345   

Companies  ���6  
Train Station  7"  
Coffee Shops  "�83�  
 

            Shops & Stores (9 �                                                             
Mountains  2�     or in most cases N+8� � (use On-reading) 

� � � Rivers   �$     or � � N+&$  
Castle    �: � or  N+,��  
Buddhist Temple 3. � or  N+,� or N+;.  
Shintoo Shrine  ,�,6  N+)��6  
Ocean or sea� � � � �( � or� �� � or� <�  
Bridges � � � � � � �� � or � � N+=� � (voiced Kun-reading) 
Abundant or a lot of     !!� � or� )�8�  
Few� or a little of       ��#�  or� ����>���  
 
 

 
Hints for Constructing Complete Sentences:   

 
9) Learn the differences between type A & B statements. 

A)  X is Y or   X � Y ;��  
B)  May or may not begin with Main Topic + �  but will end in a verb with ���  
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10) Word order, basic rules for writing complete sentences 
Main topic + time + location + with whom + direct object + verb 
(*Be sure to include particles in between.) 
 

11) Word order, especially when using both the main topic and number + counters 
e.g.)  There are five colleges (or universities) in Portland or five colleges exist in 
Portland.  ?@� (P)�  ABCDEF� (P)  G��� (counter) ������  

 
Please be sure to also review the particles submitting your written presentation.   
 
2.2) Location:  When stating for example, Portland exists in Oregon.  You want to 

avoid using H  
  
 ABCDEF�IJKE�LM��� First particle is for main topic and the  
 2nd particle is for Oregon to exist.  Be sure not to use ;� . 
 
3.2) Location:  When you really want to say that Utah exists in South East of Oregon,  

instead state either South or East.   
 
NO����IJKE����(#(�LM���  
 

3.3) Location:  Saying something is close. 
 
a)  ABCDEF�PQCR�S�;�� 2nd particle is close to or location. 
Portland is close to Seattle. 
b) ABCDEF�PQCR�S��LM���  
Portland exists near(nearby) Seattle.   

 
4.2) Population:  Remember to insert the counter for counting people and pronounce it  

correctly.   
 
ABCDEF�*+� *#? �#� *;�� Remember that population is the  
main topic of this statement.  If you wish to add approximation, the word for that  
is added after both the number & counter, after*  

 
6.2) Famous landmarks:  To say that Oregon is famous for rain, use the following 

construction. 
 

IJKE�LT�/0;�� When considering the 2nd particle, think about 
particle for “by means of” in �U�
���V�W�����  

 
6.3) Famous landmarks:  Naming how many of certain landmarks exist.   
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a) ABCDEF5 � ��H' � �$ & � X� X LM���  
In the center of Portland, there is one river.  Note that ��H  is center or middle 
compared to inside as inH .  Also often there are more than one way of stating a 
similar concepts and so the followings are both acceptable. 
 
�$ & � X� X LM��� River, one exits.  No particle after �  and the 
pronunciation is Ippon instead of Ichi hon.   
 
X� 5� �$ & � � LM��� One river exists.   

6.4) Famous landmarks:  Naming how many of certain landmarks exist.  Page 4 of 4 
 
a) ABCDEF5 � ��H' � �$ & � X� X     LM���  
 
b) �$ � � X� X    ABCDEF5 � ��H' � LM���  
 

11.2)    Counters:  Research through the textbook the appropriate counter for specific  
 Noun.  (t)155 & 494-503.   
 
 Again, both a) & b) below are acceptable.� However, a.1) will not be applicable  
 as “Five colleges exists in Portland,” is fine while “… exists inside of Portland,”  
 will not work.   

 
b) ?@ � � G�� X    ABCDEF' � LM��� � �  
 
a) ABCDEF' � � � �    ?@ & � G�� X     LM���  
 
a.1) ABCDEF5 � H' � ?@ & � G�� X     LM���  
    

8)   Famous Landmarks:  When stating that there is a famous castle, please consider  
 that castle is a new vocabulary for the class and therefore you will need to explain  
 what a castle is.  Here are a few example. 
      
           �:� � �Y�;��"U�;��  
            Castle are old.  They are pretty. 
 
 �:� � �Y� � ZR;���Y� � )345 � ;�� �  
 Castles are old buildings.  (repeated)   
 
 �:� � �Y� � ?"� � �> � ;�)�  
 Castles were old big houses. 
 
 ���:� � [\]^_�. � LM���`\]]_a � LM���b  
 This castle exists since the year 1507.  (Or it exists “for” 500 years.)   
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 ���:� � 0c� � ?8� ,�� ;��  
 This castle’s name is Oosaka Castle.  Note that the second word castle has a   
 different reading from the first because it is a part of the word, Oosaka Castle.   
 The first time the Kanji is read, �: but the same Kanji in the 2nd time within a  
 Kanji compound is read, ,�� .  By the way, the Kanji is written d� �  
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Your original idea may be state:   
 

�  Mt. Hood is a famous beautiful mountain in Oregon.   
�  The Ross island bridge is long pretty and convenient.  (You have jumped from a 

statement to another with completely different focus. This makes it challenging 
for your listener to follow you when we are unable to break into English.)   

 
An idea of breaking the above into four statements and thereby making clearer to the 
listener the transition from one topic of a mountain to another topic of a bridge, may be 
to:   

 
�  Many bridges exist in Portland. 
�  Six bridges exist. 
�  The oldest bridge is the Ross island bridge. 
�  Ross island bridge is a long pretty convenient bridge.   
 

Then at then of the oral presentation, you may want to show your visuals “finally,” 
�  This is a photograph of “that” bridge (as you show the photo.)   
 

A separate example to improve clarity in your presentation may be to 
�  refer to a more well-known landmark nearby, population, giving an example of a 

place in the US in terms of its size.   
 
Please also see page 2 of this document for vocabulary in Romanization incase the 
Japanese font for the other vocabulary list was illegible on your computer. 
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Population:  Jinkoo   
Area:  Menseki   
Persons & People:  Hito or Hito-tachi  
Counter for people:  Add “Nin” after the numerals   
 
Hokkaidoo: larger northern island 
Honshuu:  main island 
Shikoku:  southwestern island 
Kyuushuu:  southern island 
Okinawa:  southern tropical island   
Counter for island:  Add “Too” after the numerals   
 
Yama:  Mountains but may change to On-Reading of “San” when adding a specific name  
Counter for mountains:  Use the Japanese original numerals from 1 – 10 or “Hitotsu” to 
“Too”   
Umi:  Seas and oceans or On-Reading of “Kai”   
 
Kawa:  Rivers or “Gawa” occasionally when adding a specific name 
Hashi:  Bridges 
Counter for rivers & bridges:  Add “Too” after the numerals   
 
Jinja: Shintoo shrine or shortened, unvoiced and changed from “Ja” to “Sha”  or “Taisha” 
Tera:  Buddist temple or On-reading can be “Ji”   
Kooen:  Parks   
Shiro:  Castle 
Counter for the above:  Use the Japanese original numerals from 1 – 10 or “Hitotsu” to 
“Too”   
 
Tatemono:  Buildings 
Hakubutsu-kan:  Museums  
Kaisha:  Companies 
Kissaten:  Coffee Shops   
Mise:  Shops & Stores 
Counter for museums and most other buildings:  Add “Ken” after the numerals   
Eki:  Train Station 

 
             

� � �  
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Students of 102, 
 
When you complete the written presentation, we will begin oral 
presentation in small groups.  During oral presentations, when you 
assume the speaker role, please remember to pose after every statement, 
in order for your listener to digest the content.  Please wait for either 
their acknowledgement or confirmation or a follow up question based 
on your statement.  When assuming the listener role, please actively, 
instead of passively, listen by taking brief notes on the content.  Please 
use page 2 of this document by filling in the blanks or circling the 
applicable vocabulary.  Happy speaking & listening!  Arigatoo for your 
hard work.  Dewa, 
 
Takako 
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