
From the Director of International Education: 
 

The Office of International Education has been     
growing the last three years to help meet PCC    

diversity goals established by the Board of           
Directors. 

 
Over the summer and fall 2011, PCC enrolled  

more than 255 new F1 students; the retention 
rate went up from 67% to 79% with the number 

of international students growing from 341 in 
2008 to more than 700, and new partnerships 

with community, foreign organizations and    

colleges were established to enhance and    
expand  learning, networking, and  recruitment  

opportunities to support PCC internationalization 
efforts to make our college more diverse and 

global in nature. 

 

While we have a lot to celebrate, we at the   

Office of international Education believe that  
new   opportunities also bring new challenges. 

Staff, while enjoying the diversity, also must 
invest additional effort in helping students from 

an increasing number of different places adjust 
to PCC and the American educational system.      

Students too face challenges with their visas, 
homesickness and culture shock, and political     

and social changes at home.   
 

The OIE has indeed faced many challenges, but 

we have always met them and worked to      
overcome them. One of the biggest challenges I 

personally faced was two years ago when I had 
to call the parents of an international student 

from Taiwan to inform them that the student  
had passed away.   

 
During the memorial, I struggled to find the   

right words to express. The parents of the   
student stepped up and took the microphone   

and thanked PCC for our work, noting that their 
son was very  
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The OIE is committed to providing the highest 

quality international opportunities, supporting 
internationally engaged students and faculty, and 

collaborating across the entire PCC community to 
maintain the spotlight on international education 

ñ its impact and value. 

 
Thank you all for your support. 

 
Jean Dõarc Campbell 

Program Director 
International Education 

happy at PCC. They promised to send their    
second son to PCC once he graduated from high 

school. 
 

This year, during the fall orientation, I was     
working in my office when one of the              

international student advisors informed me    
that there was a young man waiting outside who 

wanted to meet me. To my joy and surprise it  
was the younger brother of the student who had 

passed away. Overcome with emotion, I          
welcomed the new student to our family. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
International education is not just about         

recruiting or sending students and faculty 
abroad, it is the extra mile we take to learn, to 

understand, to give and to share. It is how we 
deal with challenges and how we see the world 

around us and how we live with the world inside 

of us.  
 
I think this fall we can feel proud that something 

positive has come from the tragedy we all faced. 
And for this I say thank you to each and every   

one of you. 
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 International Celebration Dinner Kicks off International Education Week Nov. 14th-18th 2011! 

 

 

 


